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Here has now for divers Years, a Deſign been carried on, to change 
the Lawful Government of Exgland into an Abſolute Tyranny, and 
to Convert the Eſtabliſhed *Proteſtant "Religion mto down-right Po- 

ery: than both which, nothing can be more Deſtructive or contrary 


P 
to the Intereſt and Happineſs, to the Conſtitution and Being of the King and 


ingdom. 

_ if we firſt conſider the State, the Kings of Ergl/and Rule not upon the 
ſame terms with thoſe of our Neighbour Nations, who, having by Force or by 
Addreſs Uſurped that due ſhare which there People had in the Government, ace 
now for ſome Ages in poſleſſion of an Arbitrary Power ( which yet no Pre- 
ſcription can make Legal) and Exerciſe it over their Perſons and Eſtates in a 
moſt Tyrannical manner. Bur here the Subjects retain their proportion in the 
Legiſlature 3 the very meaneſt Commoner of England is repreſenced in 'Parlia- 
ment, and is a party to thoſe Laws by which the Prince 1s Sworn to Govern him- 
ſelf and his People. No Money is to be Levied but by the common cenſent. No 
man is for Life, Limb, Goods, or Liberty at the Sovereigns Diſcreyon : But we 
have the ſame Right (modeſtly underſtood) i oxr Propriety that the Prince hath 
in his Regelity; and mn all Caſes where the King is concerned, we have our 
juſt Remedy as againſtany private Perſon of the Neighbour-t ood, in the Courts 
of Weſtminſter-Hall, or in the High Court of *Parliament. His very Preroga- 
tive 18 no more than what the Law has determined. His Broa 1 Seal, which is 
the Legitimate ſtamp of his Pleaſure, yet is no longer currant, than upon the 
Tryal it is found to be Legal. He cannot commit any Perſon by his particular 
Warrant. He cannot himſelf be Witneſs in any Cauſe : The Balance of Pub- 
lick Juſtice being ſo delicate,that not the head only, but even the breath of the 
Prince would turn the Scale. Nothing is left to the Kings will, bur all is Sub- 
zected to his Authority : by which means it follows that he can dono wrong, nor 
can he receive wrong; and a King of England, keeping to theſe meaſures, may 
without arrogance be ſaid to remain the onely Intelligent Ruler over a Rational 
people. In recompenlſe therefore and acknowledgment of ſo good a Govern- 
ment under his Influence, his Perſon is moſt Sacred and Inviolablez and what- 
ſoever Excefles are committed againſt ſo High a Truſt, nothing of them is im- 
puted to him, as being free from the Neceſiny or Temptation, but his _ 
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only are Accountable for all, and muſt anfiver it their perils. He hath a vaſt 
Revenue conſtantly ariſing from the Hearth of the Houthoulder, the Sweat of 
the Labourers, the Rent of the Farmer, the Induſtry of the Merchant, and con- 
ſcquently out of the Eftate of the Gentleman . a large competence to detray the 
ordinary expenle of the Crown, and maintain its luſtre. And if any extraordina- 
ry Occaſion happen, or be but with any probable decency pretended, the whole 
Land at whatſoever Scalar offthe Year does yicld him a plentiful Harveſt. So for- 
ward arc his Peoples Aﬀectiofisto give, even to ſupertluity, that a Forainer ( or 
Emgliſh-man that hath been lofig abroad ) would thifhk they could neither witt nor 
chuſe, but that the asking of a Supply, were a meer formality, it is fo readily 
nted. He is the Fountain of all Hotourd has mbreover the diſtribution of 

o many profitable Offices, of the Houſhold, of the Revenue, of State, of Law,of 
Religion, of the Navy (and, (ince his preſent Mujeſtiegtimez, of the =) that 
it ſeems as if the Nation could ſcarce furniſh honeſt Men eng to {upply all thoſe 
Imployments. So that the Kings of England are in nothing Inferiour to other 
Princes, fave in being more abridgedztror injuring, ther;qwn Jubjetts : But 
have as large a Field as any of external Felicity, whereitt to exerciſe their own 
Vertue, and fo reward and incourage it in others. In ſhort, there is nothing that 
comes nearer in Government to the Divine perfte&ion, than where the Monarch, 
as with us, enjoys a capacity of doing all the goodimaginable to mankind, under 

a diſability to all that 1s evil. 8:4 

And as we are thus happy in the Conſtitution of our State,ſo are we yet more 
bleſſed in that of our Church, being free £ om that RowiſhNeak, which (o great 
a part of Chriſtendome do yer draw and labour under, That *Popery is (uch a 
thing as cannot, but for wantof a word to expreſs it, be called a Religion: nor is 
It to be mentioned with what civility which 1s otherwiſe decent to be uſed, in 
ſpeaking of the differences of humane Opinion about Divine Matters. Were it ci- 
ther open Judaiſm, or plain Turkery, or honeſt Paganiſm, there is yet a certain 
Bona fides m the moſt extravagant Belief, and the ſincerity of an erroneous Pro- 
feſlion may render it more pardonable - but this is a compound of all the three, 
an extra& of whatſoever is moſt ridiculous and impious in them, incorporated 
with more pecuhar abſurdinies of its own, in which thoſe were deficient; and 
all this deliberately contrived, knowingly carned on by the bold Impoſture 
of Prieſts under the Name of Chriſtianity.” The wiſdom of this fifth Religion, 
this laſt and Inſolenteſt attempt upon the credulity of mankind feems to me 
(though not ignorant otherwiſe of the times, degrees and methods of its pro- 
greſs) principally to have conſiſted in their owning the Scriptures to be the 
Word of God, and the Rule of Faith and. Manners, bur in- prohibiting at the 
ſame time their common ule, or the reading of them in publick Churches but in 
a Latine Tranſlation to the Vulgar : there being no betrer or more rational way 
to fruſtrate the very Deſign of the great Inſtitutor of Chriſtianity, who firſt plan- 
ted it by the extraordinary gift of Tongues, than to forbid the uſe even of the 
ordinary Languages. For having thus a Book which is univerſally avowed to 
be of Divine Authority, but ſequeſtring it only into ſuch hands as were iritruſted 
in the Cheat, they had the opportunity to vitiate, ſuppreſs, or interpret to their 
own profit thoſe Records by which the poor people hold their Salvation. And 
this neceſlary point being once gained, there was thence-forward nothing ſo 
Monſtrous to Reaſon, ſo abhorring from Morality, or ſo contrary to Scripture 
which they might not in prudence adventure on. The Idolatry ( for alas, it is 
neither better nor worſe) of adoring and praying toSaints and Angels, of Wor- 


» ſhipping Pictures and Reliques, Incredible Miracles, and palpable 
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les to promote that Veneration. .The whole Liturgy and Worlhip of the Blet- 


- ſed Virgin. The faying of Pater Noſters and Creeds, to the honour of Saints,and 


of Ave Mary's too, not to her honour, but of others. The Publick Service, 
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which they can ſpare to God among ſo many Competitors,in an unknown tongue : 
and intangled with ſuch Veſtments, Corfecrations, Exorciſmes”, IFtifpering s, 
Sprinkling © Cenlbnes, and” Plantaſtical Rites , Geſticulations, and Removals, 
fo unbclecming a Cn: iftian Otfhee, thar it repreſents rather the pranks and Ce- 
remonics of Juglers and Conjurers, The Retuſal of the Cup ro the Laity. Fhe 
Neceſlity of the Prieſts Intention to make any of their Sacraments effectual. 
Debarring their Ci-rgy from Marriage. Interdicting of Meats, Amnricular Con- 
feiſron Jos Alſolution, as with them practiſed, Penances, Pilgrimaees, 'Purga- 
tory, and Prayer for the Dead. But above all their other Devices, that Tranſub- 
ſftartial ſolaciſm, whereby that glorified Body, which at the ſame time they” al- 
low to be in Heaven, is #s fold again, and Crucified daily upon all the Atars of 
their Communion. For God indeed may now and then do a Miracle, but a 
Romiſh Prieſt can, it ſeems, work in ONe Moment 4 thouſand Impoſſubilities. Thus 
by a new and Anti-ſcriptural Beliet, compiled of Terrours to the Phanſv, Con- 
tradictions to Senſe, and Impoſirions on the Underſtanding, their Þ[ aity have 
turned Tenants for their Souls, and 1n conſequence Tributary tor their Eſtates to 
a more than Ommnipotent *Prieſt-hood. 

[ muſt indeed do them that right, to avow, that out of ane<quitable confidera- 
tion and recompente of fo faithful a Slavery, they have diſcharged the People 
from all other Services and dependance, infranchiſed them from al/ Duty to 

od or Man; inſomuch that their ſeverer and more Learned Divines, their Go- 
verrours of Conſcience, have ſo well Inſtructed them in all the Arts of Circumvent- 
ing their Neighbour, andof colluding with Heaven, that, were the Scholars as apt 
as their Teachers,there would have been long lince an end of all.either true Piety, 
or common Honeſty ; and nothing left among them but Authorized Hypocrife, Li- 
centiouſneſs, and Knavery; had not the Natural worth of the better fort, and 
the Good ſimplicity of the meaner, in great meali:re preſerved them. For no- 
thing indeed but an extraordinary temper and Ingenuity of Spirit, and that too 
alliſted by a Diviner influence, could poti:bly reſtrain thoſe within any the 
termes or Laws of Humanity, who at the ſame time own the Dottrine of their 
Caſuiſts, or the Authority of the Pope, as it is by him claimed and exerciſed. He 
by his Indulgences delivers Souls out of the pains of the other World : So 
that who would refuſe to be vicious here, upon ſo good Security, He by his 
Diſpenſfation annuls Contracts betwixt Man and Man , diffolves Oaths between 
*Princes, or betwixt them 21d their People, and gives allowance in caſes which 
God and Nature prohibits. He, as Clerk of the Spiritual Market, hath fer a 
rate upon all Crimes : the more _—_ they are and aboxrinable, the better Com- 
modities, and- men pay onely an higher price, as for greater Rarities. So that it 
ſeems as if the commands of God had been invented meerly to ere&t an Office 
for the Pope; the worſe Chriſtians men are, the better Cuſtomers ; and this Rome 
does by the ſame policy people its Church, as the Pagan Roz did the City, 
by epening a Sanduary to all Malefadors. And why not, 1f his power be indeed 
of {uch virtue and extent as is by him challenged 2 That he is the Ruler over 
Angels, Purgatory, and Hell. Thar his Tribunal and Gods are all one. That 
all that God, he can do, Clare non errante, and what he does is as God and nor 
as Man: That he is the QOnizerſel Head of the Church, The ſole Interpreter of 
Scripture, and Judge of Controvertic. Thar he is above General Councils. That 
his power is Abſolute, and his Decrecs Iyfzllible. That he can change the very 
Nature of things, making what 1s J«/t- to be Unjuit , and what is Vice to be 
Virtue, That all Laws are in the Cabinet of his Breaſt, That he can Diſpence 
with the New ['oſtament. That he 1s Monarch of this World, and that he can 
diſpoſe of Kingdoms and Empires as he pleaſes. Which things being granted, 
that ſtile of ( Jptinmnn, Muxinune & Jupremunt numen i terris, or that of Domi- 
ans noſter, Papa, was no luch extraordinary ſtroke of Courtſhip as we reckoned : 
B but 
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but it was rather a great Clowniſhneſs in him that Treatcd ſo Mighty a Prince 
under the ſimple Title of Fice-Dexs. The exerciſe of his Dominion is in all 
points ſuitable to this his pretence. He antiquates the *Precepts of Chriſt as 
things only of good advice, not commanded : but makes it a Mortal lin even to 
doubt of any part of his own Religion, and demands, under pain of Damnation, 
the Subjcction of all Chriſtians to his Papal Authority : the denying of two 
things ſo reaſonable as blind Obedience to his power, and an Implicite Faith to 
his Doctrine, bcing the-moſt unpardonable crime, under his Diſpenſation. He 
has indeed of late been ſomewhat more retentive than formerly a» to his fa- 
culty of diſpoſing of Kingdomes, the thing not having ſucceeded to well with 
him in ſome inſtanccs.; bur he lays the fame claim (till, continues the ſame in- 
clination, and though: Velvet-headed hath the more itch to be puſhing. And 
however in order to any occaſion he keeps himſelf in breath always by curſing 
one Prince or other upon every Maunday Thurſday : Nor 1s there any, whether 
Prince or Nation, that diflents from {is Oferpations, but are muwrked out under 
the notion of Hereticks to Ruine and Deſtruction whenſocver he (hall give the 
Signal. That word of Hereſre miſapplyed, hath ſerved him for fo many Ages 
to Juſtificd all the Executions, Aſſaſſmnations, Wars, Maſſacres, and Devaſtations, 
whereby his Faith hath been propagated 5 of which our timcs alſo have not 
wanted Examples, and more is to be expected for the future. For by how much 
any thing 1s more falſe and unreaſonable, it requires more cruelty to to eſtabliſh 
It: and to introduce that which is abſurd, there muſt be ſomewhat done that is 
Barbarous. But nothing of any Sct& in Rellgion can be more recommended by 
all theſe qualities than the Papacy. The Pagans are exculable by their Natural 
darkneſs, without Revelation. The Jews are tolerable, who ſee not beyond 
the Old Teſtament. Mahomet was ſo honeſt as to own what he would be art, 
that he himſelf was the greateſt Prophet, and that his was a Religion of the 
Sword. So that theſe were all, as I may ſay, of another Allegiance, and if E- 
nemies, yet not Traytors: But the *Pope avowing Chriſtianity by profetſion, doth 
in Doftrine and practiſe renounce it: and preſuming to be the oniy Catholick, 
does perſccute thoſe to the death who dare Worlhip the Author of their Re- 
ligion inſtcad of his pretended Vice-gerent, 

And yet there is nothing more evident, notwithſtanding his moſt notorious 
forgeries and fallification of all Writers, than that the Pope was for ſeveral hun- 
dred of Years an honeſt Biſhop as other men are, and never ſo much-as dreamed 
upon the Seven Hills of that Lniverſal power which he is now come to: Nay, 
was the firſt that oppled any ſuch pretenſion. But ſome of them at laſt, grow- 
ing wilcr, by foiſting a counterfeit Donation of Conſtantive, and wreſting ano- 
ther Donation from our Saviour, advanced themſclves in a weak, ignorant, and 
credulous Age, to that Temporal and Spiritual Principality that they are now 
ſcized of Tu es Petrws, & ſuper hanc Petrant, adificabo Eccleſiam means. Nes- 
ver was a Biſhoprick and a Verſeof Scripture ſo improved by good managementr. 
Thus, by exerciling 1n the quality of Chriſts Vicar the publick fun&ion under 
an inviſible Prince, the Pope, like the Maires of the Palace, hath ſet his Maſter 
aſide, and delivered the Government over to a new Line of Papal Succeſſion. 
But who can, unleſs wiltully, be ignorant what wretched doings, what Bribery, 
what Ambition there are, how long the Church is without an Head upon every 
Vacancy, till among the crew of bandying Cardinals the Holy Ghoſt have de- 
clarcd for a Pope of the French or Spaniſh Faftion. It is a Succeſſion like that 
of the Egyptian Ox (the living Idol of that Country.) who dying, or being 


made away by the Prieſts, there wasa Solemn and general Mourning for want of 


a Deity 3 untill in ther Conclave they had found out another Beaſt with the very 
ſame marks as the former, whom then they themſelves adored, and with great Ju- 
bilee brought forth to the people to Worſhip. Nor was that EleCtion a groller 
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Reproach to Humane Reaſon than this is alſo to Chriſtianity. Surely it is the 
greateſt Miracle of the Romiſh Church that it ſhould (till continue, and that in 


all this time the Gates of Heaven ihould not prevail againſt it. 


It is almoſt unconceivable how Princes can yet ſuffer a power ſo perniciowe, 
and Dodrine ſo deſtrudive toall Government. That fo a great part of the Land 


- hould be alicnated and condemned to, as they call it, Prous Uſes, That ſuch 


Millions of their people as the Clergy, ſhould, by remaining unmarried, either 
fruſtrate Humane Nature if they live —_— or, if otherwiſe, .Adulterate it. 
That they (hould be priviledged from all Labour, all publick Service, and ex- 
empt from the power of all Secular Juriſdiction. That they, being all bound, 
by ſtrid Oaths and Vows of Obedience to the Pope, ſhould evacuate the Fealty 
due to the Soveraign. Nay, that not only the Clergy, but their whole people, 
if of the F{omiſh perſivalion, ſhoald be Obliged to Rebel at any time upon the 
*Popes pleaſure. And yet how many of the Neigtboxring *Princes are content, 
or do chuſe to Reign, upon thoſe conditions; which being fo dilbonourable 
and dangerovs, ſurely ſome great and more weighty Reaſon does cauſe them to 
ſubmit to. Whether it be out of perſonal fear, having heard, perhaps, of (eve- 
ral Attempts whictr the blind Obedience of *Popiſh Zelotes hath exccuted againſt 
the Princes. Or, whether aiming at a moxe Abſolute and Tyrannical Govern- 
ment, they think it ſtill to be the caſe of * Bomifuce and *Phoacas (an Uſarpin 

Emperour, and an Ulurping Biſhop) and that, as other cheats, this allo is be 

to be managed by Confederacy. But, as far as I can apprehend, there is more 
of floth than policy on the Princes fide in this whole matter : and all that pre- 
tence of inflaving Men by the afliſtance of Religion more cafily, is neither more 
nor leſs than when the Bramine, by having the tir{t Night of the Bride, affures 
himſelf of her Devotion for the future, and makes her more fit for the Hus- 


band. 


This Reflection npor. the ſtate of our Neighbours, in afpect to Religion, 
doth firficrently INuſtrate our Happinels,, and ſpare me the labour of deſcribing 
it farther, than by the Rule of contraries : Our Church ſtanding upon all points 
in a direct Oppoſition to all the fore-mentioned Errors. Our Dodtrine being 
true to the Principles of the firſt Chriſtian Inſtitution, and Epiſcopacy bein 
formed upon the Primitive Model, and no Ecclefiſtical power joſtling the Civil 
but all concurring in common Obedience to the Soveraign. Nor therefore is 
there any, whether Prince or Nation, that can with lets probability be reduced 
back to the Romiſh perlwation, than ours of England. 


For, if we reſpet&t our Obedience to God, what appearance 1s there, that af- 
ter ſo durable and general an enlightning of our minds with the Sacred Truth, 
we ſhould again put out our own Eyes, to wander thorow the palpable dark- 
neſs of that groſs Superſtition 2 Bur foraſmuch as moſt Men are lets concern'd 
for their Intereſt m Heaven than on Earth, this ſeeming the nearerand more cer- 
tain, on this account alſo our alteration from the Proteſtant Religion is themore 
impoſhble. When beſide the common ill Examples and conſequences of Pepery 
obfervable abroad, whereby we might grow wiſe at the Expence of our Neigh- 
bours, we cannot but reflect upon our own Experiments at home, which would 
make even Fools docible. The whole Reign of Wneen Mary, in which the 
Papiſts made Fewel of the *Proteſtants, The Excommunicating and Depriva- 
tion of Wncer Elrzabeth by the *Pope, purſued with ſo many Ticaſons and At- 
temprts upon her Perſon, by her own Subjects, and the Invaſion in Eighty-eight 
by the Spariſh. The two Breves of the Pope, in Order to exclude King Fames 
from the Succeſſion ro the Crown, ſeconded by the Gun-powder Treaſon. In the 
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time of his late Majeſty, King Charles the Firſt ( belides what they contributed 
to the Civil War 1n Evaland) the Rebellion and Horrid Maſflacre in Ireland , 
and, which was even worle than that, their pretending that it was done by the 
Kings Commithon, and — the * Broad Seal for their Authority, The 
*Popes Nuno ailuming neverthelels, and pong there the Temporal as well 
as Spiritual Power, granting out Commiſſions under his own Hand, breaking 
the Treatics of Peace between the King, and, as they then ſtyled themſelves, 
the Confederate Catholicks;, heading two Armies againſt the Murqueſs of Ormond, 
then Lord Lieutenant, and torcing him at laſt ro quit the Kingdom : All which 
ended in the Ruine of His: Majelties Reputation, Government, and Perſon ; 
which but upon the occaſion of that Rebellion, could never have happened. 
So that we may reckon the Reigns of our late Princes, by a Succetſton of the 
"Popiſh Treaſons againſt them. And, if under His preſent Majeſty we have as 
yet ſeen no more vilible etfects of the ſame Spirit than the Firing of London 
(afted by Hubert, Hired by *Pieddelon ewo French-men ) which remains a Con- 
troverſic, it is not to be attributed to the good Nature or better Principles of 
that Se&t, but to the Wiſdom of his Holyneſs 5 who obſerves that we are not of 
late ſo dangerous *Proteſtants, as to deſerve any ſpecial mark of his Indignation, 
but that we may be made better uſe of to the weakning of thole that are of our 
own Religion, and that if he do not diſturb us, there are thole among our ſelves, 
that are Jeading us into a fair way of Reconciliation with him. 

But thoſe continued freſh Inſtances, in relation to the Crown, together with 
the *Popes claim of the Temporal and immediate Dominion of the Kingdoms of 
Emgland and Ireland, which he does fo challenge, are a fſuthcicnt caution to the 
Kings of Exgland, and of the People, there 1s as little hopes to ſeduce them, 
the Proſe 4\cligion being ſo interwoven as it is with their Secular Intereſt.For 
the Lands that were formerly given to Superſtitious Uſes, having firſt been ap- 
plyed to the Publick Revenue, and afterwards by ſeveral Alienations and Con- 
tracts diſtributed into private poſiction, the alteration of Religion would ne- 
ceſlarily introduce a change of Property. Nullum temps occurrit Ecileſie, it 
would make a general Earth-quake over the Nation, and even now the Rowiſh 
Clergy on the other ſide of the Water, ſnutt up the ſavoury Odour of fo many 
Rich Abbies and Monaſteries that belonged to their Predeceflors. Hereby no 
conliderable Eſtate in England but muſt have a piece torn out of it upon the 
Title of Picty, and the reſt ſubject to be wholly tortcited upon the Account of 
Hereſie. Another Chinmey-mony of the old Peter-pence muſt again be payed, as 
Tribute to the Pope, beſide that which is eſtabliihed on His Majeſty : and the 
People, inſtead of thoſe moderate-Tithes that are with too much ditnculty payed 
to their Proteſtant Paſtors, will be expoſed to all the evactions of the Court of 
Rome, and a thouſand Artifices by* which in former times they were uſed to 
drain away the Wealth of ours more than any other Nation. So that in -con- 
cluſion, there is no Ergliſh-man that hath a Soul, a Body, or an = to ſave, 
that Loves cither God, his Kine, or his Conntrey, but is by all thoſe Temures bound, 
to the beſt of his Power and Knowledge, to maintain the Eſtabliſhed Proteſtant 
Religion. | 

And yet, all this notwithſtanding, there are thoſe Men among us, who have 
undertaken, and do make it de Hanes, under (o Legal and perfe& a Go- 
vernment, to introduce a French Slavery, and inſtcad of fo pure a Religion, to 
eſtabliſh the Roman Idolatry : Both and either of which are crimes of the Higheſt 
Nature, For, as to matter of Government, it to Murther the King be, as cer- 
tainly it is, a Fact fo Horrid, how much more hainous 1s it to atlaftinate the 
Kingdom? And as none will deny, that to alter our Monarchy into a Common- 


wealth were Treaſon ;, ſo by the ſame Fundamental Rulc, thc Crime is no lels, to 
make that Monarchy Abſolute. 
What 
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What is thns true, in regard of the State, holds as well in refererice to our Religion, 
former Parliaments have made it Treaſon in whoſoever ſhall atrempr to ſeduce any one the 
meaneſt of the King's Subjects tothe Church of Rome , and this Parliament, hath, to all Pe 
nalties by the Common or Statute Law, added incapacity for any man wrmema. 4 15.9 0 
ſay that the King is a Papiſt or an Introducer of Popery. But what lawleſs and incapable 
miſcreants then, what wicked Traytors are thoſe wretched men, who endeayour to pervert 
our whole Church, and to bring that about in effect, which even to mention is penal, at 
one lralian [ſtroke attempfing to lubyert the Government and Religion, to kill the Body and 
damn the Soul of our Nation. | 

Yet were theſe men honeſt old Cavaliers that had ſuffered in his late Majeſties Service, it 
were allowable in'them, as oft as their wounds brake out at Spring or Fall, to think of 
a more Arbitrary Government, as a ſoveraign Balſom for their Aches, or to imagine that 
no Weapon-Salve but of the Moſs that grows on an Enemies Skull could cure them. 
Should they miſtake this Long Parliament alſo for Rebels, and that, although all Cir- 
cumſtances be altered, there were ſtill the ſame neceſſity to fight it all over again in 
Loyalty, yet their Age and the Times they have lived in, might excuſe them. But thoſe 
worthy Gentlemen are too Generous, too good Chriſtians and SubjeCts, too affetionate to 
the good Engbi Government, to be capable of ſuch an Impreſſion. Whereas thoſe Conſpi- 
rators are ſuch as have not onedropof Cavalier Blood, or no Bowels at lealt of a Caveber 
in them ; but have ſtarved them, to Revel and Surfeit upon their Calamities, making 
their Perſons, and the very Cauſe by pretending to it themſelves, almoſt Ridiculous. 

Or, were theſe Canſpirators on the other ſide but avowed Papiſts, they wete the more 
honeſt, the leſs dangerous, and the Religion were anſwerable for the Errors they might 
commit in order to promote it. Who is there but muſt acknowledze, 'it he do not com- 
mend the Ingenuity (or by what better Name 1 may call it) of Sir Thomas Strickland, 
Lord Bellaſis, the late Lord Clifford and others, eminent in their ſeveral ſtations? Theſe, 
having ſo long appeared the moſt zcalous Sons of our Church, yet, as ſoon as the late Teſt 

i Popery wasena®ted, took up the Croſs, quitred their preſent Imployments and all 
hopes of the future, rather than fallifie their opinion : though otherwiſe men fot Quality, 

and Abilities whether in War or Peace, as capable and well deſerving (without di- 
ragement ) as others that have the art ro continue in Offices. Andabove all, his Royal 
ighneſs is to be admired for his unparallelled magnanimity on the fame account: there be» 
ing inall hiſtory perhaps no Record of any Prince that ever changed his Religion in his cir- 
cumitances. Bur theſe perſons, that have ſince taken the work in hand, are ſuch as lie under 
no temptation of Religion: ſecure men, that are above ether Honour or Conſciences ; ut 
obliged by all the moſt ſacred tyes of Malice and Ambition to advance the ruine of the 
King and Kingdom, and qualified much better than others, under the name of good Pro- 
teſtants, to effect ir. 

Ayd becauſe it was yet difficult to find Complices enough at home, that were ripe for ſo 
black adeſign, but they wanted a Back for their Edge; therefore they applyed themſelves 
to Fence, that King being indowed with all thoſe qualities, which ina Prince, may paſs 
for Virtues; but in any private man, would be capital; and moreover ſo abounding in 
wealth that no man elſe could go to the price of their wickedneſs: To which Conſiderations, 
adding that he is Maſter of Avſolate Dominion, the Preſumptive Monarch of Chriſtendom, the 
declared Champion of Popery, and the hereditary, natural, inyeterate Enemy of our King and 
Nation, he was inall reſpeCts the moſt likely ( of all Earthly Powers ) to reward and fup- 
port them ina Project every way ſuitable to hisown Inclination and Intereſt. 

Andnow, ſhould I enter into a particular retail of all former and latter TranſaQtions, 
relating to this Aﬀair, there would be ſufficient for a juſt Volame of Hiſtory. Bur my in- 
tention is only to write 4 naked Narrative of ſome the moſt conſiderabte paſſages. in the 
mecting of Parliament the 15 of Feby. 1676. Such as have come to my notice, which 
may ſerve for matter to ſome ſtronger Pen, and to ſuch as have more leiſure and opportuni- 
ty todiſcover and communicate to the Publick. This inthe mean time will by —_—_ 
made in ſo few weeks, demonitrate at what rate thefe men drive over the necks of ing 
and People, of Religion and Goyernment ; and how near they are in all humane probabr- 
lity to arrive Triumphant at the end of their Journey. Yer, that | may not be too ab- 
rupt, and leave the Reader wholly deſtitnte of a thread to guide himſelf by thorow fo in- 
triguing a Labyrinth, 1 ſhall ſummarily as ſhort, as ſo copious and redundant a matter will 
admit, deduce the order of Afairs at home and abroad, as it led intothis Seſſion. 

It is well known, were it as well remembred, what the provocation was, and what the 
ſucceſs of the War begun by the Enokſh in the Year 1665, againlt Holland: what vaſt 
ſopplyes were furniſhed by the Subject for defraying it, and yet after all, no Fleet ſet 
out, butthe Flower of all the Royal Navy burnt or takenin Port to ſave charges. How the 
French, _—— War, joyned themſelves in aſſiſtance of Helkerd ag us, and yer, 
by the credit he had with the Queen Mother, fo far deluded his Majeſty, that upon aſſu- 
rance the Dutch neither would have any Fleet out that year, he forbore to make ready 
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and ſo incurred that notable loſs , and diſgrace at Chatham. How (after this fatal con- 
cluſion of all our Sea-Champaynes ) as we had been obli ed to the French for that War, fo 
we were glad to receive the Peace from his fayour which was agrecd at Breda betwixt 
England, France and Holland. 
. His Majeſty was hereby now at leiſure to remark how the French had in the year 166+, 
taken the time of us, and while we are imbroled and weakned, had, .in violation of all 
the moſt ſolemn and facred Oathsand Treaties, invaded and taken a great part of the Spa- 
nh Nether-Land, which had always been conſidered as the natural Frontier of England. 
And hereupon he judged it neceſlary to interpoſe, before the flame that conſumed his next 
Neighbour ſhould throw its ſparkles over the Water. And therefore, ynndly Nlight- 
ing all punCtilios of Ceremony, or pecks of Animolity, where the ſatety of his People, and 
the repoſe of Chriſtendom were concerned, he ſent firſt into Holland, inviting them to a 
nearer Alliance, and enter into ſuch further Counſels as were moſt proper to quiet this pub- 
lick diſturbance which the French had raiſed. This was a work wholly of his Majeſtics 
Deſiz,ning and ( according to open which hath always attended him, when excludin 
the corrupt Politicks of others, he hath followed the diQtates of his own Royal Wiſdom 
ſo well it ſucceeded. It is a thing ſcarce credible, though true, that two Treaties of ſuch 
weight, intricacy, and ſo various aſpett asthat of the Defenſive League with Holl-rd, and the 
other for repreſling the farther progreſs of the French inthe Span b Netherlands, ſhould in 
five days time, in the year 1668 be concluded. Such was t ition and Secreſie 
then uſed in proſecuting his Majeſties particular inſtructions, and ſo eatie athing is it for Prin- 
ces, when they have amind to it, to be well ſeryed. The Szede too ſhortly after, made 
the third in this Conſort z whether wiſely judging that in the minority of their King, 
reigning over ſeveral late acquired Dominions,- it- was their true intereſt rohayean hand in 
all the Councils that tended to peace and undiſturbed poſſeſſion, or, whether indeed choſe 
Miniſters, like ours, did eyen then project in ſo glorious an Alliance to betray it afterward to 
their own greater advantage. From thei ing in it, it was called the Triple Alliance. His 
Majeſty with 'great — continued to ſolicit other Princes according to the ſeventh 
Arricle to come into the Guaranty of this Treaty, and delighted himſelf in cultivarin 
by all good means what he bad planted; Burt in a very ſhort rime theſe Counſels, whic 
had taken effet with ſo great ſatisfattion to the Nation, and to his Majefties eternal Honour 
were all changed, and it ſeemed that Treaties, as ſoon as the Wax is cold, do loſe theit 
Virtue. The King in Zane. 1679 went down. to Dover to meet, after a long abſence, 
Madam, his only remaining Siſter : where the days were the more pleaſant, by how much 
it ſeldomer happens to Princes than private perſons to enjoy their Relations, and when 
they do, yet their kind interviews are uſually ſolemnized with ſome fatality and diſaſter, 
nothing of which here appeared. But upon her firſt return into Fraxce ſhe was dead, the Mar- 

ueſs of Belfonds was immediately ſent hither; a perſon of great Honour bn me thi- 
ther: and, before ever the enquiry and grumbling at her death could be abated, in a 
trice there was an inviſible League, in prejudice of the Triple one, ſtruck up with 
France, to all the height of Dearneſs and Aftetion As if upon dillefting the Princeſs 
there had ſome State-Philtre been found in her Bowels, 'or the reconciliation with France 
werenot to be celebrated with a lefs ſacrifice than of the Blood Royal of Enyland. The 
ſequel will be ſuitable to ſo ominous a beginning. But, as this Treaty was a work of 
Darkneſs, and which could never yet be underſtood or diſcovered but by the effefts, ſo before 
thoſe appeared it was neceſlary that the Parliament ſhould after the old wont, be gulled to the - 
giving of Money. They met the 24th O&ob, 1670. and it is not without mich labour that 
I -have been able to recover a written Copy of the Lord Bridgmar's ſpeech, none being 
Printed, but forbidden, doubtleſs leſt ſo notorious a Practiceas certainly was never before, 
though there have indeed been many, put upon tbe Nation, might remain publick. AL 
though that Honourable Perſon cannot be preſumed to have been acceſſary ro what was then 
intended, but was in due time, when the Project ripencd and grew hopeful, diſcharged 
from his Office, and he, the Duke of Ormond, the late Secretary Trevor, with the Prince 
Rupert, diſcarded together out of the Committee forthe Foreign Aﬀairs. He ſpoke thus : 
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My Lords, and you the Knights, Cirizens and Burgeſſes of the 


Houſe of Commons. 
wW prefixed for your Meeting again. The Proclamation ſince iſſued requi- 
ring all your attendances at the ſame time ſh»wed not only his Majeſties 

belief that his buſineſs will thrive beſt when the Honſes are fulleſt, but the impor- 
tance alſo of the Aﬀairs for which Ln are ſo called: and important they are. Tow 
cannot be ignorant of the great Forces both for Land and Sea-ſervice which our 
Neighbours of France and the Low-Countries have now raiſed, and have now in attu- 
al by : nor of the great Preparations which they continue to make in ZLevying of 
Hen, Building of 4 filling their Magazines and Stores with immenſe quanti- 
ties of all forts of warlike Proviſions, Since the beginning of the laſt Durch Var, 
the French have increaſed the Greatneſs and Number of their Ships fo, much, that 
their Strength by Sea is thrice as much as it was before. And ſince the end of it, the 
Dutch have been very diligent alſo in augmenting their Fleets, In this comjunchave, 
when our Neighbours Arm ſo potently, even common prudence requires that his Ma- 
teſt». ſhould make ſome ſuitable preparations ; that he may at leaſt keep pace with bis 
Neighbours, if »ot out-go them iz Number and Strength of Shipping. For this 
being ax Iſland, both our Safety, owr Trade, our Being, and our Well-Being depend 
vport our FOrces-4t Sea. | 

His Majeſty therefore, of his Princely Care for the Good of his People, hath 

tven order for the fitting out of Fifty Say] of his Greateſt Ships, againſt the Spring, 
drſude thoſe which are 10 be for Security of oar Merchants i= the Mediterranean : 
As yſargec'e , if he ſbould not have a conſiderable Fleet, whilft his Neighbours have 
ſuch Forces Loh at Land and Sea, Temptation might be ziven to thoſe who ſeems not 
now to intend it, to give us an Aﬀront, at leaſt, if not to dows a Milchief. 

To which . may be added: That his Majeſty, by the Leagues which he hath 
made, for the Common Peace of Chriſtendom, and the good of his Kingdoms, 
is obliged to a certain Number of Forces in caſe of Infraftion thereof, as alſo for 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome of his Neighbours, in caſe of Invaſion. nd his _ 
would be in « very ill copditionto perform his part of the Leagues ( if whilſt the Cloud; 
are gathering 14 thick about us ) he ſhould, iu hopes that the IVind will diſperſe them, 
amit to provide againſt the Storm. 

. © My Loxds and Gentlemen, Having named the Leagues made by bis Majeſty, 7 
think it neceſſary to os you in mind, That ſince the Cloſe of the late War, his Majeſt 
o»/ agg [cveral Leagues, to his owngreat Honour, and infinite Advantage to t 
non. 
One, known by the Name of the 7ripple Alence, wherein his Majeſty, the 
Crown of Suedex and the States of the United Provinces are ingaged to preſerve 
the 7reaty of :Aix1a Capelle, concerning a Peace between the two warring Pritces, 
which Peace pr that effeR, thar it hed the Fire which was ready to 
Rave * all Chriſtendomin a Flame. £ war other great Benefits by it, _—_ 

e ſtill enjoys, gave opportunity to tranſmit thoſe Forces againſt the Infhidels, which 
a ahead have a FAT ns in.Chriſtian Blood. He | 
\  Another,betwceen his Majeſty and the faid States for a Mutual Affiſtance with a 
certain number of Men and Ships in caſe of Invaſion by any others, | 
| | Anotber between bis Majeſty and the Duke of Savoy, Eſtabliſhing a Free "Trade 
for his Majeſties SubjeQts at Villa Franca, 4 Port of his own upon TH 5 boaradauy 
and through the Dominions of that Prince ; and thereby opening 4 Paſſage to a Rich 

art of Italy, andpart of Germany, which will be of awery great advantage for the 
ending of Cloth ard other our home Commodities, bringing back Silk and other 

Materials for ManufaQtures than here. 
Another between his Majeſty and the King of Denmark, whereby thoſe other Impo- 
ficions 


Hen the two Houſes were laſt Adjourned, this Day, as you well know, was 
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fitions that were lately laid upon our Trade there, are taken off, and as preat Privile- 
ges granted to ow Merchants, 4s ever they had in former 7 imes, 0r as the Subje&s 
of any other Prince or State do now enjoy. 

And another ].cagne upon « Treaty of Commerce with Spain, whereby there is 
wot only a Ceſſation and giving up to his Ma Fad of all their Pretenſions to Jamaica , 
and other Iſlands and Countries in the Well dies,in the Poſſeſſion of his Majeſty or 
SubjeAs, but with all, free Liberty is given tohis Majeſtics ved & to enter their 
Ports for Vituals and Water, and ſafety of Harbour and Return, if Storm or 0- 
ther Accidents bring them thither ; Privileges which were never before granted by 
them to the Engliſh or any Others. 

Not to mention the Teagues formerly made with Sueden and Portugal, and the 
Advantages which we enjoy thereby : . nor thoſe Treaties now depending between his 
Majeſty a»d France, or his Majeſty and the States of the United Provinces touching 
Commerce, wherein his Majeſty will have a ſingular regard to the Honour of this 
Nation, 474 alſo to the Trade of it, which never was greater than now it is. 

In « word, Almoſt all the Princes in Europe do edt his Majeſties Friendſhip, s 
acknowledging they cannot Secure, much leſs Improve their preſent condition with. 
Out it. 

His Majeſty is confident that you will not be contented to ſee him deprived of 
all the advantages which he might procure hereby to his own Kingdoms, nay 
even to-all Chriſtendom, in the Repoſe and Quiet of it. Zhat you will not be con- 
tent abroad to ſee your Neighbours ſtrengthening themſelves 5» $ 'pping, ſo much 
more than they were before, and at Home to ſee the Government ftrugling every year 
with Difficulties ; and not able ro keep up our Navies equal with theirs. He finds 
that by his Accounts from the year 1660 to the Late War, the ordinary Charge of 
the Fleet Communibus annis, came to about 500000 1. a year, and it cannot be fup- 
ported with leſs. 

If that particular alone take up ſo much, add to it the other conſlant Charges of 
the Government, and the Revenue ( although the Commiſſones of the ny 
have managed it with all m—_— Thrift ) will iz no degree ſuffice to take of the 
Debts due upon Intereſt, much leſs give him a Fonds for the fitting out off this Fleet, 
which by common Eſtimation thereof cannot coſt leſs than 800000 I, His Majeſty in 
his moſt gracious Speech, hath expreſſed the great / aw he hath of your zeal and affe- 
tion for him, and as he will ever retain a grateful memory of your former readineſs to 
ſupply him in all Exigencies, ſo he doth with particular thanks acknowledge your 
and chearful Gift of the New Duty upon Wines, at your laſt Meeting : But the 
ſame is likely to fall very ſhort in value of what it was conceived to be worth, and 

it have anſwered expettation, yet far too ſhort to eaſe and "= him upon theſe 
Occaſions. And therefore ſuch a Supply as may enable bim to __ is Debts u 
Intere(t, and to ſet out this Fleet againſt the Spring, is that which he deſires fon 


- Jou, and recommends it to you, as that which concerns the Honour and Support of the 
ofod Kingdom 


Government, 4nd the Wellfare and Safety of your Selves and the ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 7ou may percerve by what his Majeſty hath already ſaid, 
that he holds it requiſite that an End be put to this —_— ore Chriſtmas. 7 js 
ſo not only in reference to the Preparation for his Fleet, which muſt be in readineſs in 
the Spring, but alſo tothe Seaſon of the Year. It is a time when yon would be willi 
to be in your Countries, and your Neighbours would be glad to ſee you there, and part 
of your Hoſpitality and Charity, and you thereby endear your ſelves to them, and keep 
up that Intereſt and Power among them, which is neceſſary for the ſervice of your 
King 4nd Country ; 4nd « Recels at that time, leaving your buſineſs un till 
your Return, cannot either be convenient for you, or ſuitable to the condition of his 
Majeſtics Aﬀairs, which requires your Speedy, as well. «s AﬀeQtionate Confide- 
ration. 


There 


- in the French No 
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Ther needed not ſo large a Catalogue of paſt, preſent and future Leagues and Treaties; 
for even Filla Franca ſounded fo well { ag ſo conſiderable a Port, and that tob 
upon the Mediterranean ( another remote of much efficacy )) and opetting moreoyer a 
—_ rich part of Jraly, artl a part of Germany, &t.) that it alone would haye 
ufficed to charm the more OS of the Commons ihto a ſupply, and to juſtifie the ne- 
ceſlity of it a the _ bn _— "yy League, 
was a thing of fo areport, g | e tO ation, inga 

— ſits, har this Parliament ( who are uſed, whether it be War or Peace, 
to make us pay for it ) could not have deſired a fairer pretence to colour their Liberality. 

And lan oa after all the _ —_— lavi in the —_— War Hollans', 

had but in l laſt, 1670, given the Additsonal Duty upon Wines for eight years , 
—_— to whe and confirmed the ſale of the Fee Farm Rents, which-was no leſs 
their gift, being a part of the publick Reyenue, to the value of 1300c00 1, Yet upon 
the telling of this —_— the Lord Keeper, they could no longer hold but gave with both 
hands now again a Su fdy of 1s in the pound to the real yalue of all Lands, and other 
Eſtates proportinably, with ſeveral more beneficial Clauſes into the bargain, to beginthe 
24 of June 1671, and expire the 24 of Fane, 1672. Together with this, they granted the 
Additional Exciſe upon Beer, Ale, &c. for ſix years, toreckon from the ſame 24th of Fung 
1671. Andlaſtly, the Zaw Bill commencing from the firſt of May, 1671, and at nine years 
end todetermine. Theſe three Bills ſummed up therefore cannor be eſtimated ar leſs than 
two millions and an half. . 

So that for the Tripple Leagne, here was alſo Tripple-Supply, and the SubjeCt had now all 
reaſon to believe that this Alliance, which had been fixed at firſt by the Pablick, Intereſt , 
Safery and Honour ( yet, ſhould any of theſe give way) was by theſe Three Grants, as with 
three Golden Nails, ſufficiently clenched and reivetted. But now therefore was the moſt 

per time and occaſion for the Conſpirators, I have before deſcribed, to give demon- 
Rration of their fidelity to the French King and by the forfeiture of all theſe bbligations 
to their King and Countrey, and other Princes, and at the of all this Treaſure gi- 
vento contrary uſes, torecommend themſelves more meritorioutly to his patronage. 

The Parliament having once given this Mony, were in conſequence Prorogued, and met 
Not again till the 4thof _— 1672, that there might be a competent ſcope for ſo great 
a Work as was deſigned, the Architects of our Ruine might be ſo lodg free from 
their buſie and odious inſpection till it were finiſhed. Henceforward all the former 
Applications made by his Majeſty ro induce Foreign Princes into the Gaaramy of the 
Treaty of Ax la GODIY and on the contrary, thoſe who deſired ro "be admitted 
into it, were here refuſed. The Duke of Loraine, who had always been a true Friend to 
his Majeſty, and by his affection to the Tripple League had incurred the French King's 
Gupl ure, with the loſs of his whole Territory, ſeiſed in the year 166g, againſt all 

, not only of Peace, but Hoſtiliry, = was by means of theſe men rejefted, that he 
might have no Intereſt in the Alhance, for which he was ſacrificed. Nay, even the Empe- 
Tor, though hedid his Majeſty the Honour to addreſs voluntarily to him, that himſelf might 
be received into that Tripple League, yet could not ſo great a Prince prevail but was turned 
off with bliad Reaſon, and frivolous Excuſes. So far was it now from fortifying 
the Alliance by the Acceſſion of other Princes, that Mr. Henry Coventry went now to Szeden 
expreſly, as he affirmedat his departure hence, to diſſolve the Ti wat League. Andhedid 
ſomuch towards it, co-operating in that Court with the French Miniſters, Sueden never 
( afterit came roa Rupture ) did aſliſt or proſecute effeftually the ends of the Alance, but 
only arming it ſelf at theexpence of the Leaoxe, did firſt under a diſguiſed Mediation, Act 
the French Intereſt, and {at laſt threw off the Yizard, and drew the intheir ; 
Which is a matter of fad refleftion, that he, whoin his E at Breda, had been 1o hap- 
Py an Inſtrument toend the firſt unfortunate War with #/; , ſhould now be made the Tool 
of a ſecond, and of breaking that threefold C6rd, by which the Intereſt of E and all 
Chriſtendom was faſtned. And, what renders it more wretched, is, that no man better than 
He underſtood both the Theory and Praitick, of Honour ;, and yet, could in ſo eminent an In- 
ſtance, forgetit. All which can be faidin his excuſe, is, that his return he was for 
this ſervice made Secretary of State ( as if tohave remained the fame Honeſt Gentleman, bad 
not been more necellary, and leſs diſhonourable) Sir Wilkam Lockyard and ſeveral others 
were diſpatched toother Conrts upon the like errand. | 

All things were thus far well diſpofed here roward a War with Heard: only all this while 
there waned a Quarrel, and topick ore required much invention. For the Durch, although 
there was a ſs quis to find out Complaints, and our Faft India Company was ſummoned to 
know whether they had any thing to object againſt them, had ſo punRually com with 
all the Conditions of the Peace at Breds, and obſerved his Majeſty with ſuch r ( and 
in paying the due Honour of the Flag particularly, as it was agreed on in the 19th Article ) 
that nothing could be alledged: and as to the Tripple Leagne, their Fleet was theki our, 
riding near their own Coaſts, in proſecuting of-the ends of Sh Traty. Therefore, to try 
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anew experiment and to make a Caſe which had never before happened or been imagined, 
a ſorry Yacht, but bearing the Engliſh Fack,, in Angſt 1671, iails into the midlt of their 
Fleet, _ the Admiral, ſhooting twice, as they call it, fharp upon hirg. Which 
muſt ſure appu——_ as ridiculous, and unnatural as for a Larke to darethe Hobby. Ne- 
yerthelcſs their Commander in Chief, in deference to his Majeſties Colours, and in con- 
ſideratiorfof* the Amity betwixt the two Nations, payed our Admiral of the Yarch a viſit, to 
know the reaſon ; and learning that it was becauſe he and his whole Fleet had failed to ſtrike 
Sail to his Small-craft, the Durch Commander Civilly excuſed it as a matter of the firſt in- 
ſtance, and in which he could have no laſtractions, fore Proper to be referred to their 
Maſters, ſo they parted. The Tarch having thus acquitted it felf, returned, fraught 
with the el which ſhe was ſent for, which yet was for ſeveral months paſſed over here 
in ſilence without any Complaint or demand of {atisfattion, but to be improved afterwards 
when occaſion grew riper. For there was yet one thing more to be done at home to make us 
more capable of what was ſhortly after to þe executed on our Neigbours. 

The Exchequer had now for fome years by exceſlive gain decoyed in the wealthy Gald- 
ſmiths, and they the reſt of the Nation by due payment of Intereſt, till the King was run 
( upon what account I know not } intodebt of aboverwo Millions : which ſerved for one of 
the pretences in my Lord Kagors Speech above recited, to demand and grant the late Sup- 
plies, and might have ſufficed for that work, with peace and any tolerable good huſbandry. 
But as if it had been perfidiousto apply themto any one of the Purpoſes declared, ir was la- 
ſtead of payment privately reſolved to ſhut up the Exchequer, leaſt any part of the 
ſhould be legally but that all might be appropriate to the Holy War in project, 
and thoſe further pious uſes to which the Conſpirators had dedicated it. 

This affair was carried on with all the Secreſie of fo great Stateſmen, that they might not 
by venting it unſeaſonably ſpoil the wit and malice of the bulinels. Sotbat all on the judden, 
upon the firſt of Janzary, 1671, to the great aſtoniſhment, ruine and deſpair of ſo many in- 
tereſted perſons,and to the terrour of the whole Nation by fo arbitrary a Fatt,the Proclama- 
tion iſſued whereby the Crown, amidſt the confluence of ſo vaſt Aids and Revenue, publiſbed 
it ſelf Bankrupt, made prize of the Subject, and broke all Faith and contract at home in or- 
der to the breaking of them abroad with more advantage. 

There remained nothing now but that the Conſpirators, after thip exploit upon our own 
Countrymen, ſhould mani eſt their impartiality to Foreigners, and avoid on both fidesthe 
reproach of Injuſtice by their equality in the diſtribution. They had now ſtarted the diſpute 
about the Flag upon occaſion of the , od ages the diſcourſe of Surinam, and ſome- 
what of Piltures and Medals, but they handled theſe matrers ſo nicely as mennot leſs afraid of 
receiving all ſatisfaction therein from the Holanders, than of giving them any umbrage' of 
arming, againſt them upon thoſe pretences. The Dwmrch therefore not being conſcious tb 
themſelves of any provocation given to England, but of their readineſs, if there had been 
any, torepair it, and relying upon that faith of Treaxies and Alliances withus, which hath 
been thought ſufficient ſecurity, not only amongſt Chriſtians, but even with Infidels, purſecd 
their Traffick and Navigation thorow our Seas with the Jeaſt ſuſpicion. And accorQingly 
a great and rich Fleet of Merchantmen from Smyrna and Span, were on theic Voyage hoine- 
ward near the Iſle of Wight, under a ſmall Conyoy of five or fix of their Men of War. 
This was the Fleet in contemplation of which the ( Confpirators had ſo long deferred the 
War to plunder them in peace ; the wealth of this was that which by its weight torned 
the Ballanceof all Publick Juſtice and Honour ; with this Treafure they imagined themſelves 
in ſtock for all the wickedneſs of which they were capable, and that they ſhould never, after 
this addition, ſtand in necd again or fear of a Partiamems. Therefore they had with great 
Nillaeſs and expedition equipped early in the year, ſo many of the King's Ships as might 
withour j of the number, yet be of comperenr ſtrength for the intended Action, but 
if any thing ſhould chance to be wanting, they thought it abundantly ſupptyed by virtue of 
the Commander. For Sir Robert Holmes had with the like number of Ships in the year 166 r, 
evenſo timely, commenced the firſt Hoſtility againſt Holland, in time of Peace; feifing apon 

Verde, and other of the Dutch Forts 00 the Coaſt of Gary, and the whole New Nothey- 
lands, with great ſucceſs :- in defence of which Conqueſts, the Engl:h undertook, in 66x, 
the firſt War againſt Holland. And in that fame War, he with a proportionable Squadron 
ſignalized himdelf by burning the Dutch Ships and Village of | Brandaris at _——_ which 
was unfortunately revenged upon us at Chathem. So that he was pitched upon as the perſon 
for underitanding, experience and courage, fitteſt for a deſigf of this or any _ nature ; 
and upon the_iqth of March, 1672, as they ſaiked on, to the numberof 72 Vellelsin all, 
whereof ſix the Convoy ; near our Coaſt, -he fell in upon them with his accuſtomed Bravery, 
and could nor have failed of giving a good account of them, would he but have joyned for- 
tunes, Sir Edward Spragg's Aſſiſtance to his own ConduCt : For Sir Edward was in ſight at 
the ſame time with his Squadron, and Captain making fail towards him, to xcquaint him 
with the deſign, till called back by a Gun from Ins Admiral, of which ſeveral perfons have 
had their conjectures. Poſſibly Sir Rebere Holmes, conſidering that Sir Edward had failed all 
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along in conſort with the Durchin their yoyage, and did but now return from bringing the 
Pirates of er to reaſon, thought him him not io proper to engage in this __—_ be- 
fore he underſtood it better. Bur it is rather believed to have proceeded partly that 
Jealouſie (which is uſual ro Martial Spirits, like Sir Roberts ) of admitting a Companion to 
ſhare with him in tbe Spoil of Honour or Profit ; and partly out of too ſtrict aregard to pre- 
ſerve the ſecret of his Commiſſion. However, by this meansthe whole Afﬀair miſcarried, 
Far the Merchant Men themſelves, and their little Convoy did fo beſtir them, that Sir Ro- 
bert, although he ſhifted his Ship, fell tow on his belt Friends, and did all that was polible, 
unleſs he could have multiplied himſelf, and been every where, was forced to giveit over, 
and all the Prize that was gotten, ſufficed not to pay Ren and Carpenters. Y 
Todeſcend to the very botrom of their helliſh Conſpiracy, there was yet oneſtepmore; 
that of Religion. For ſo piousand juſt an Attion as Sir Robert Holmes was employed upon, 
could not be better accompanied than by the Declaration of Liberty of Conſcience ( untels they 
ſhould have expected till he had found that precious Commodity in plundering the Hole 
\ of ſome Amſterdam Fly-boat.) Accordingly, while he was trying his Fortune in Battel 
with the Smyrna Merchant-Men , on the rhirteemth and fourtecemb of March, One 
thouſand ſix hundred ſeventy ewo, the Indulgence was Printing off here inall haſte, and was Pub- 
liſhed on the fifreenth, as a more proper meansthan Faſting and Prayer for propitiating Hea- 
- yento give ſucceſs to his Enterpriſe, and to the War that mult ſecond it. 

Hereby, all the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, for which former Parkbaments had given ſo ma- 
ny Supplies, and againſt Nonconformſts, for which, this Parkamens bad paid more largely, 
were atone Inſtant Suſpended, in order to defraud the Nation of all that &ebgion which they 
had ſo dearly purchaled, and for which they ought at leaſt, the Bargain being broke, to have 
been re-imburſed. ; bas: 

There is, I confeſs, a meaſure to be taken in thoſethings, and it is indeed to the great re- 
proach of Humane Wiſdom, that no man has for ſo many Ages been able or willing co find 
out the due temper of Government in Divine Matters, For it appears at the firſt that 
men ought to enjoy the ſame Propriety and Protection in their Conſcienccs, which they have 
intheir Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates: But that to take away theſe in Penalty for the other, 
is meerly a more Legal and Gentile way of Padding upon the Road of Heaven, and that is is 
only for want of Mon for want of Religion that men take thoſe deſperate Courles. 

Nor can it bedeny the Original Law upon which Chriſtianity at the firſt was found- 
ed,does indeed exprelly ptovide againſt all ſuch ity, And it was by the Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Love, Forbearance and Patience which were part of that excellent Do&triae, that it - 
became at laſt the Univerſal Religion, and can no more by any other means be preſerved, 

"than it is poſlible tor another Soul to animate the fame Body. 

But, with ſhame be it ſpoken, the Sp«rtaxs obliging themſelves to Lycurgas his Laws, till 
he could come back again, continued under his malt rigid Diſcipline, above twice as long as 
the Chriſtians did endure under the gentleſt of all Inſtitutions, though with far more cer- 
-rainty expecting the return of their Dsvine Legiſlator, Inſomuch that it is 80 great Adven- 

-ture to fay, That the World was better ordered under the ancient Adonarchies and Commen- 
wealths, thatthenumber of Virtuous Men was,then greater, and' that the Chriſtians found 
[fairer quarter under thoſe, that among themſelves, nor hath there any advantage accrued 
unto mankind from that moſt perfect and praCtical Adodrlof Humane Soreety, except the Spe- 
culation oa better way to I concerning which the very Guides diſagree, 
_ thoſe few that follow, it will ——— their T wrr-prkys. 
which had proceeded from. noother reaſon, but that men i (quaring their Go- 
vernments by the Ruleof Chriſtianity, have ſhaped Chriſtianity by the meaſures of their 
Government, have reducedthat ftraight Line by the crooked, and bungling Divine and Hu- 
mane things together, have been always hacking and hewing one another, to fratnean irre- 
gular Figure of Political bn ity. | | 

For whereloever either the-Magiſtrate, or the » or the People could gratifie their 
Ambition, their Profit, or their Phanſie by a Text 1 ved or miſapplied, thatthey made 
uſe of, though againſt rhe conſent, ſenſe and immutable precepts of Scripewre, and becaute 

- Obedience tor Conſcience ſake was there preſcribed, the lefs Conſcience did men make in 
. Commanding ;, ſo that ſeveral Nations have little elſe to ſhew for their Chriſtianity ( which 
requires [nſtruttion oaly aad Example ) buta patcel of ſevere Laws concerning Opinion or 
. about the Modes of Worſhip, not ſo much in order to the Power of Religion as over it. 
Nevertheleſs becauſe Mankind muſt be governed fome way, and be beld up to one Law or o- | 
ther, either of Chriſts or their own making, the vigour of ſuch humane itutions is tO p 
-be preſerved until the fame Authority ſhall upon better reaſon revoke them ;, and as inthe | 
- meantime no private man may without the guilt of Sedicion or Rebellion reſiſt, fo neither by 
the Natureof the Enzliſh Foundation can any Publick Perfon ſuſpend ther without commitc- 
ting an Errour which is not the leſs for wanting a legal name roexpreſs it. Bur it was the 
Maſter-piece therefore of boldneſs and contrivance in theſe Conſpirators to illve this Decla- 
ration, and it is hard-to ſay wherein they took the greater felicicy, whethes = 
þ ; « eredy 
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hereby all the Statutes againſt Popery, that it might thence forward paſs like curratt Mony 
over the Nation, and no mandare torefuſe it, or whether gaining by thisa Preſident to ſu- 
TIA all other Laws that reſpect the Subjetts Pro » and by the ſame power to 
gate andat laſt enaCt what they there ſhould be no further uſe for the Conſent 
of the _—_— Parkament. 

Having been thus true to their great Deſgn, and made ſo conſiderable a progreſs, they 
advanced with all expedition. It was now igh time to Declare the War, after they had 
begun it; and therefore by a Manifeſto of the teventeenth of March 1672, the pretended 
Cauſes were made publick, which were, The not having Vailed Bonnet tothe Engliſh Yatch : 
" thonghthe Durch had all along, both at home and here as carefully endeayoured to give, as 

the Engliſh Miniſters to avoid the receiving of all ſatisfaftion, or letting them underſtand 
what would do it, and the Council Clock was on purpoſe ſet forward, leſt their utmoſt 

Compliance in the at the hour appointed, ſhould preyent the Declaration of War by 
ſome minutes. The detaining of ſome few Englz/b Families ( by their own Conſent ) in 
Surynam after the Dominion of it was by Treaty ſurrendred upto the Hollander, in which 
they had likewiſe conſtantly yielded to the unreaſonable demands that were from one time 
to another extended from hence to make the thing imprafticable, till even Baniſter himſelf, 
that had been employed as the Agent and Contriver ot this miſunderſtanding, could not at 
the laft forbear to cry ſhame of it. And moreover to fill up the meaſure of the Durch Iniqui- 
ty, they are accuſed of Pillars, Medals and Pictures : a Poer indeed, by a daih of his Pen, = 

wing once been the cauſe of a War againſt Poland; but this certainly was the firſt time thar 

ever a Painter could by the ſtroke of his Pencil occaſion the Breach of a Treaty. But con- 

ſidering the weakneſs and invalidity of thoſe other allegations, theſe indeed were not unne- 

ceſſary, the Pillars to add ſtr , the Medals Weight, and the PiRtures Colour to their 
ons. 

But herein they had however obſerved Faith with France though on all other ſides broken, 
having capitulated to be the firſt that ſhould do it. Whichas it was no ſmall piece of French 
Coeurteſie in ſo important an aftion to yield the Engl;ſh the Precedence, ſo was it on the Engliſh 
part as great a Bravery in accepting to be the foremoſt to diſcompole the State of all Chr 
fendom, and make themſelyes principal to all the horrid Deſtruction, Devaſtation, Ravage 
and Slaughter, which from that fatal ſeventeenth of Aarch, One fix bundred ſeventy 
two, hasto this very day continued, 

But that which was moſt admirable in the winding up of this Declaration, was to behold 
theſe Words, 

Hnd whereas we are engaged by a Treaty to ſupport the Peace made at Aixla Chapelle ; We ds 

Declare, that, notwithſtanding the proſecution of this War, We will maintain the true intent 
and ſcope of the ſaid Treaty, and that, mall Alliances, which we have, or ſball make in the progreſs 
of this War, we have, and will take care, to preſerve the ends thereof inviolable, unleſs provoked 
to the contrary. 

. And yetitis asclear asthe Sun, that the French had by that Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, a- 
greed to acquieſs in their former Conqueſts in Flanders, and that the Engliſh, Swede and Hol» 
Lender, were reciprocally bound to be aiding againſt whomſoeyer thould diſturb that Regula- 
tion ( beſides the League Offenſive and Defenſive, which his Majeſty had entered inco with 
the States General of the United Provinces ) all which was by this Conjunction with France 
to be broken in pieces. So that what is here declared, if it werereconcileable rafTruth, yet 
could not conſiſt with Poſlibility ( which twodo ſeldom break company ) unleſs by one ogly 
— that the Enghſh, who by this new League with France, were to be the Jnfrattbrs 

A of the Peace of Aix la Chapelle (and with Holland ) ſhould, to fullfiltheir Ob- 
ligati6ns to both Parties, have ſheathed the Sword in our own Bowels. 
But ſuch was the Zeal of the Conſpirators, that it might caſily tranſport them either ro ſay 
what was untrue, or undertake what was impoſſible, for rhe French Service. 

That King having (cen the Engliſh thus engaged beyond a Retreat, comes now into the 
War according to t. he was more Generous and Monarchal than to aflign 
Cauſe, true or falſe, his Actions. He therefore, on the 27th of March 1672, publiſhes 
a Declaration of War withont any Reaſons. Only, The ill ſatisfattion which his Majeſty hath 
of the Behaviour of the States General towards him, being riſen to that degree, that he can no longer. 
without diminution to his Glory, difſemble his Indignation againſt them, &c. Therefore he hath re- 
ſolved to make War againſt them both by Sea and Lond &c. And commands all his Subjeltr, 
Courir ſus upon the Hollanders. (A Metaphor which, out of reſpect to his own Nation, 
might have been ſpared ) For ſuch is our pleaſure. 

Was ever inany Ageor Nation of the World, the Sword drawn uponno better Allegati- 
on? Adfſtile ſo being Moſt Chriſtian, that nothing bur ſome vain French Romance 
- can parallel or juſtifiethe Expreſſion. How happy were it could we once arrive at the {ame 

pitch, and how much credit and labour had been ſaved, had the Compilers of our Declara- 

tion, inſtead of the mean Engliſh way of giving Reaſons, contented themſelves with that of 
the Dimiaution of the Enehiſh Honour, as the Frenchof his Glory! Bur —_ his 


or 
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Embaſlador to the Pope, he gave afterwards a moreclear account of his ConjanCtion with the 
Engliſh, and that he had not undertaken this War againſt the Hellanders, but tor extirpatin 
of Hereſie. To the Emperour, Thatthe Hollanders were a People who had forſaken 
were Hercticks, and thatall Chriſtians were in duty bound to aſlociate for their extir. 
pation, and ought to pray to for a Bleſſing upon fo pious an Enterpriſe.And to other Po- 
piſh Princes, that it wasa War of Religion and in order to the-Propaggtion of the Catholick 
Faith. 

And in the ſecond Article of his Demands afterward from the Hollanders, it is in 
words contained, That from thenceſorward there ſhall not be only an intire Liberty, but 4 Publick. 
Exerciſe of the Catholick, Apeſtolick, Koman Religion 8, Br all the unuted Provinces. So that 
whereſoever there ſball be more than one Church, another ſhall be given ro the Catholickzy. That 
where there 15 none, _ ſhall be permitted to build one : and till that be finiſhed, to exerciſe their 
Divine Service publickly in ſuch Houſes as they ſhall buy, or hire for that purpoſe. That the Stares 
General, or each Prgvmce m particular, ſhall appoint a reaſonable Salary for a Curate or Prieſt in 
eath of the ſuid Churches, out 'of ſuch Revenues as have formerly appertained to the Church or o- 
therwiſe. Which was conformable to what he publiſhed now abroad, that he had entred in- 
to the War only for God's Glory ;, and that he would lay down Arms ſtraightways, would 
the Hollanders but reſtore the True Worſhip in their Dominions. | 

But he made indeed twelve Demands more, and notwithſtanding all this Devotion, the 
Article of Commerce, and for revoking their Placaers againſt Wine, Brandy, and French 
ManufaCtures was the firſt, and took yo of the Catholic, Apoſtolick Roman Religion , Whe- 
ther all theſe were therefore only wordsof courſe, and to be held or let looſe according to his 
occaſions, will better appear when we ſhall have heard that he ſtill inſiſts upon the ſame ar 
Nimeguen, and that, although deprived of our alliſtance, he willnort yet agree with the Durch 
bunt upon the terms of reſtoring the True Worſhip. But, whatever he were, it is evident 
that the Engh/ſh were ſincere and in-good earneſt in the Deſign of Popery, both by that De- 
claration above mentioned of Indulgence to the Recuſants, and by the Negotiation of thoſe 
of the Engl:(h Plenipotentiaries (whom for their hogour I name not )) that being in thar 
year ſent into Holland prelled that Article among the reſt upon them, as without which 
they could haveno hope of Peace with England, And the whole proceſs of Afﬀairs will ma- 
nifeſt further, rhat both here and there it was all of a piece, as to the project of Religion, 
and the ſame Thred ran thorow the Web of the Engbſh and French Counſels, no leſs in rela- 
tion tothat, than unto Government. ; 

Although the iſſuing of the French King's Declaration and the ſending of our Engliſh Pleni- 

entiaries into Hol/and be involved rogether in this laſt period, yet the difference of time was 
ſo ſmall that the anticipation is inconſiderable. For having declared the War buton the 27:b 
of March, 1672. He ſtruck ſo home, and followed his blow fo cloſe, that by July follow- 
ing, it ſeemed that Follaxg could no longer ſtand him, bur that the ſwifrueſs and force of his 
motion was ſomething ſupernatural. Andit was thought neceſlary to ſend over thoſe Pleni- 
potentiaries, if nor for Intereſt, yer at leaſt for Curiolity. Bur itis caſierto find the Marks 
than Reaſons of ſome Mens Actions, and he that does only know what happened before, aud 
what after, might rom wrong themby ſearching for further lntelligence. 
* Soitwas, that t liſh and French Navies being joyned, were upon the Twenty eighth of 
May, One thouſand fx undred ſeventy two, Attacked in Soule Bay by De Rnyter, with too þ. 
great advantage. For while his Royal Highneſs, then Admiral, did all that could be ex- 
petted, but Monſieur d' Eftree, that commanded the French, did all that he was ſent for, Oar 
Engliſh Vice- Admiral, Mowntagne, Was [acrificed ;, andthe reſt of our Fleet ſo mangled, ther 
there was no occaſion to boaſt of Victory. So that being here ſtill on the loſing hand, 'rwas 
fir ſome body ſhould look to the Betts on theothes Gdeof the Water, leaſt that Great and 
Lucky Gameſter, when he had won all there, and ſtood no longer in need of the Conſpira- 
tors, ſhould pay them with a Quarrel for his Mony, and their ill Fortune. Yet were they 
not conſcious to themſelyes of having given himby any Behaviour of theirs, any cauſe of 
Diſſatis/aftion, but that they had dealt with him in all things moſt frankly, That, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Expreſſions in my Lord Keeper Bridgman's Speech, of the Treaty between 
France andhis Majeſty concerning Commerce, wherein his Majeſty will have a ſingular regard to 
the Honour, and alſo tothe Trade of the Nation, and notwit ing the intollerable oppreſ- 
ſions npon the Engliſh Traffick, in France ever ſince the Reſtauration, they had not in all 
that time made one ſtep towards a Treaty of Commerce or Navigation with him; no nor 
now even when the Engliſh were ſo neceſſary to him, that he coul4 not have begun this War 
without them, and might probably therefore in this conjuncture have condeſcended to ſome 
equality. But they knew how tender that King was on that point, and to preſerve and en- 
creaſe the Trade of his Subjefts, and that it was by the Diminution of that of his Glo- 
ry, that the Hollanderys had raiſed his Indignation. The Confpirators had therefore, the 
more to gratgfre him, made it their conſtant Maxim, to burden the Enghh Merchant here 
with one hand, while the French ſhould load them no leſs with the other, in his Territories; 
which was a parity of Trade indeed, though ERNY an extravagant one, but the beſt 
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that could be' hoped from the prudence and integrity of onr Stateſ-men; inſoumuch, that 
when the Merchants have at n——_ come down from London to repreſent their Grievances 
from the French, toſeek redreſs, or offer their humble advice, they were Heftored, Brow- 
beaten, Ridiculed, and might have found fairer audience even from Monſieur Colbert. 

They knew moreover, that as inthe matter of Commerce, ſo they had more obliged him 
in this War, That _ the irreſiſtable Bounties of fo great a Prince in their own par- 
ticular, and a frygal Subliſtance-money for the Fleet, they bad put him to no charges, but 
the Engliſh Navy oyal ſery'd him, like ſo many Privateers, No Purchaſe, No Pay. ' That 
in all things they had ated with him upon the moſt abſtratted Principles of Generoſity, 
They had tycd him to no terms, had demanded no Partition of Co , had madeno hu- 
mane Condition; but had ſold all to him for thoſe two Pearls of Price, the True Worſhip, and 
the True Government, Which diſintereſted proceeding of theirs, though ſuited to Foreign 
Magnanimity, yet, ſhould we Cill loſe at Sea, as we had hitherto, the French Conquer 
all at land, as it was in proſpeft, might at one time or other breed ſome difficulty in anſwer- 
ing for it to the King and Kingdom: However thiswere, it had ſo happened before the arri- 
val of the Pleniperentiaries, that, whereas here in England, allthat brought applications from 
Holland were treated as Spies and Enemies, till the French King ſhould fignihe his pleaſure ; 
he on the contrary, without any communication here, had received. Addreſſes from the 
Dutch Plenipetentiaries, and given in to them the fam of his Demands (not once mentioning 
his Majeſty or his Intereſt, which indeed he could not have done unleſs for Mockery, having 
demanded all for himſelf, ſo that there was no place left ro make the EngiP any fatisfatti- 
on ) andthe French Miniſters did therefore very candidly acquaint thoſe of Holland, that, 
upon their accepting thoſe Articles, there ſhould bea firm Peace, and Amity reſtored : Bur 
as for England, the States, their Maſters, mighr uſe their diſcretion, for that France was not 
obliged by any Treaty to procure their advantage. HT 

This manner of dealing —_ probably have animated, as it did warrant the Engliſh Ple- 
. nipotentiaries, had they been as full of Reſolutionas of Power, to have cloſed with the Darch, 
who, out of ayerſion to the French, and their intollerable demands, were ready to have 
thrown themſelves into his Majeſties Arms, or at his Feet,” upon any reaſonable conditions; 
But it wrought clean otherwiſe: For, thoſe of the Engliſh Pleniporentiaries, who were, it 
ſeems, intruſted with a fuller Authority, and the deeper pace gave in allo the Enghſh 
Demands to the Hollandeys, conſiſting in eight Articles, bur at laſt the Ninth faith, 

Although his Majeſty contents himſelf with the foregoing Conditions, ſo that they be accepted with- 
in ten days, after which his Majeſty underſtands him Jef to be no further obliged by them, He de- 
clares nevertheleſs preciſely, that albeit they ſhould all of them be granted by the ſaid States, yet t 
ſhall be of no force, nor will his efty make any Treaty of Peace or Truce, wileſs the Moſt Chriſti- 
an King ſhall have received ſatisfattion from the ſaid States in his particular. And by this 
means they made it impoſſible for the Dutch, however deſirous} to comply with Eaglong 
excluded us from more advantageous terms, than wecould at any other time hope for, 
deprived us of an honeſt and honourable evaſion out of ſo pernicious a War, and from a 
more dangerous Alliance. So that now it by what was done, that the Conſpiratorg 
ſecuring their own fears at the price of the Publick Intereſt, and Safety, had bound us up 
more ſtrait than ever, by anew Treaty, to the French Project, | 

The reſt of this year paſſed with great ſucceſs to the French, but none to hg And 
therefore the hopes upon which the War was begun, of [20 ns and ql leet, and 
Ducch Prizes, being vaniſhed, the flender Allowance from the French not ſufficing to 
it, and the Ordinary Revenue of the King, with allthe former Aids being ( as was fit to be 
believed ) in leſs than one years timeexhauſted, The Parliament , the Conſpirators good 

"ay 


leave, was admitted again to fit atthe —_— the 4th of F 1672. 

The War was then firſt icated to and the Cauſes, the Neceſſity, the Dan- 
ger, ſo well Painted our, that the Darch abuſive Hiſtorical Pictures, and falſe Medals (which 
were not forgot to be mentioned ), could not be better imitated or revenged ; Only, there 
was one great omillion of their Falſe Pillars, which Id the whole Fabrick of the England 
' Declaration. Upon this ſignification, the Houſe of Commons ( who had never failed the 

Crown hitherto upon any occaſion of mutual gratuity) did now alſo, though in a War 

contrary to former uſage, begun without their Adyice, readily Vote, no leſs a ſumm than 
12500co0/. Butfor better Colour, and leſt they ſhould own in words, what they did in ef- 
felt, they would not ſay it was for the War, butfor the Remy Occakions. 

And becauſe the Nation began now to be aware of the moretrue Cauſes, for which the 
War had been undertaken, they prepared an Aft before the Money Bill flipped thorow their 
Fingers, by which the Papiſts were obliged to paſs thorow a new State Purgatory, to be unca- 
pable of any Publick Employment; whereby the Houſe of Commons, who ſeem to have all 
the Great Offices of the Kingdom inReverſion, could not but expect ſome Wigd-falls. 

Upon this Occaſion it was, thatthe Earl of Shaftsbury, though then Lord llor of 
Engine, yet, Engaged ſo far in Defence of that ACT, and of the PROTESTANT 
RELIGION, - that indue time it coſt him hisPlace, and was the firſt moying Cauſe of all 
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thoſe Miſadyentores, and Obloquy , ' which ſince he _ ( ABOFVE, not } Under: 

The Declaration alſo of Indulgence was queſtioned, which, though his MAJESTY 
had out of his Princely, and Gracious Inclination, and the memory of ſome former Obliga 
tions, granted, yet upon their Repreſentation of the Inconveniences, and at their hum 
Requeſt, he was pleaſed to Cancel, and Declare, that it ſhould be no Prefident for the Fu- 
rure:For otherwiſe ſome ſucceeding Governour,by his ſingle Power ſaſpending Penal Laws,in a 
favourable matter, as that is of Religion,might become more on the Government, 
than either Papiſts or Fanaticks, and make ns Either, when he pleated : So Legal was it in this 
Seſſion to Diſtiaguiſh between the King of Englends Perfonal,and his Parli Authority. 

But therefore the further ſitring being grown very uneaſie to thoſe, who had undertaken 
for the Change of Religion, and Government, they procured the Receſs ſo much ſooner 
and a Bill ſent up by the Commons in favour of Diſſenting Proteſtants, not having 
thorow the Lords preparation, the Bill concerning Papiſts, was enacted in Exchange for the 
Mony, by which the Conſpirators, when itcame into their management, to 
yet, the effect of the former, So the Parliament was di till the Twenty ſeventh 
Ottober, One thouſand ſix hundrefl ſe three. 

In the mean time therefore they ſtrove with all their me robaty ont; the War, that 
re their Deſign, Which they had loſt by Parliament; and though honourably for. 

ook their Places rather than their Conſciences, yet there was never wanting ſome double- 
dyed Son of our Church, fome Proteſtant in grain, to ſucceed upon the ſame Conditions. 
And the difference was no more, bur thar their Offices, or however their Counſels, were now 
to be adminiſtred by their Deputies, ſuchas they could confide in. 

The buſineſs of the Land Army was vigorouſly carried on, in appearance to have made 
ſome deſcent in Holland, but though the Regiments were Completed, and kept imbodyed, it 
wanted effe@t, and therefore gave cauſe of fuſpicion: The rather, becaule no Enchfhman, 
among ſo many well diſpoſed, and qualified for the work, had been thought capable, or fic 
to be truſted with Chief Command of thoſe Forces, but that Monſreur Schomberg, a French 
Proteſtapt had been made General, and Collonel Fits-Gerald, an Iriſh Papiſt, Major Gene- 
ral, asmore proper for the Secret; the firſt of advancing the French Government, the ſecond 
of ing the rh Religion. | 

And therefore the dark hovering of that Army ſo long at Black: Heath, might not im. 

robably ſeem the gatherings of a Storm to fall ypon London, But the ill ſucceſſes which our 
Fleet met withal this Year, alſo, at Sea, were ſufficient, had there been any ſuch deſign ar 
hometo have quaſhed it : for ſuch Gallantries are nor to be attempted, but in'the higheſt 
raptures of Fortune. 

There were three ſeveral Engagements of ours againſt the Durch Navy in this one Summer, 
but while nothing was Tenableat Land, againſt the French, it ſeemed that to us ar Sea every 
thing was impregnable; which isnot to be. attribured to the want of Courage or Condu&, 
either the former Year under the Command of his Royal Highneſs, ſo Great a Soldier, or 
this Year under the Prince, Robert ;, Bur is rather to be impured to our unlacky Conjunftion 
with the French, like the Diſaſters that happen to men by being ia ill C__—_ 

But beſides it was manifeſt thar in alltheſe Wary, the French meant nothing leſs than really 
toaſliſt us; He had firſt practiſed the ſame Arr whett he was in L with the 
Hollander againſt us, his Navy never having done ice, for his was only 
ro ſee us gry ng roomy _ yp PF »gliſh fide, \he ny br to ſound 
Our Seas, to ſpice our Porzs, to learn our Building, to contemplate our way, of Fight, to cons 
ſame ours, aud preſerve his own Navy, to encreaſe his Commerce, and to order all fo, that 
the two great Naval Powers of Zrope being cruſhed together, he might remain ſole Arbitra- 
tor of the Ocean, and by conſequence of all the Iſles aud Continent. To which 


ſes the Conſpirators vat whats) av coi gu j ies. Therefore it was that 
fieur + Eſtree, though a Perſon otherwiſe of tryed Courage and ce, yet never did worſe 


than inthe third and laſt Engagement; and becauſe brave Monſieur 4 Marret did better, and 
could not endurea thing (pEMocked like Cowardiſe or Treachery, for the Service of 
His Monarch, comm him in, cated him, and at his return home he was, as then was 
reported, diſcountenanced and diſmiſſed from his Command, for no other crime, but his 
breaking. of the French meaſures, by adventoring one of thoſe facred Ships inthe Engliſh, or, 
rather his own Maſters Quarrel. 

His Royal Highneſs ( by whoſe having quitted the Admiralty, the Sea ſervice thrived not 
the better )was now intent upon his Marriage, at the ſame time the Parliament wasto reaſſem- 
ble the 27h of Oltober 1673, the Princeſs of Modena, his Conſort, being vpon the way for 
England, and that buſineſs ſeemed to have paſſed all impediment. Nor were the Confpira- 
tors who ( to uſe the French Phraſe) made a conſiderable Figure in the Government, wholly 
averleto the Parliaments meeting : For if the Houſe of Commonshad after one years unfor- 
tunate War, made ſo vaſt a preſent to his Majeſty of 12500001. bur the laſt February, it ſeem- 
ed the Cp now be more preſling upon them, that by how much the il] ſacceſſes, 
of this Year had been greater, they ought to give a yet more liberal Donarive. And the 


Conſpirators 
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Couſpirators asto their own particular reckoned, that while the Nation was under the more 
diſtreſs and hurry they were themſelves ſafer from Parliament, by the Publick Calamity. 

A ſupply therefore was demanded with much more importunity, and aſſurance than ever 
before, and that it ſhould be a large one anda ſpeedy : T hey were told that it was now Pro 
Aris & Focis, all wasat ſtake, And yet beſides all this, the Payment of the Debt to the 
Bankers upon ſhutting the Exchequer was very civilly recommended to them. And they were 
allured that his Majeſty would be conſtantly ready to give them all proofs of his Zeal for the 
true Religion and the Laws of the Realm, upon all occaſions : But the Houſe of Commons 
not having been ſufficieutly prepared for ſuch demands, nor well ſatisfied in ſeveral matters of 
Fact, which -appeared contrary to what was repreſented, took check ; and firſt interpoſed 
in that tender point of his Royal Highneſs's Match, although ſhe was of his own Religion, 
which is aredoubled ſort of Marriage, or the more ſpiritual part of its Happineſs. Beſides, 
that ſhe had beeu already ſolemnly married by the Dukes Proxy, fo that unleſs the Parlia- 
ment had been Pope, and claimed aPower of Diſpenſation, it was now too late to ayoid it. 
His Majeſty by, a td TOY of ſix days, when he underſtood their intention, gave 
them opportunity to have deliſted : But it ſeems they judged the National Intereſt of Reli- 
gion ſo far concerned in this matter, that they no ſooner meet again, but they drew up a ſe- 
cond Requeſt by way of Addreſs to his Majeſty, with their Reaſons againſt it. That for his 
Royal Highneſs ro marry the Princeſs of Modena, or any other of that Religion, had very 
dangerous con ces: That the minds of his Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects will be much 
diſquicted, thereby filled with.infiaite Diſcontents and- Jealouſies. That his Aajeſty would 
hereby be linked into ſucha foreign Alliance, which will be of great diſadvantage, and poſ- 
fbly tothe Ruine of the Proteſtant Religion. That they bave found by ſad experience how 
ſuch Marriages have always increaſed Popery, and incouraged Pricſts and, Jeſuits to pervert 
his Majeſties Subjects : That the Popiſh oy already lift up their heads in hopes of his Mar. 
riage: That they fear it may diminiſh the affection of the People toward his Royal Highneſs, 
who is by blood fo near related to the Crown : That it is now more thanone Age, that the 
Subjects have lived in continual apprehenfons of the increaſe of Popery, and the decay of 
the Proteſtant Religion: Finally, that ſhe having many Kindred and Relations in the Court of 
Rome, by this means their enterpriſes here might be facilitated, they might pierce into the 
moſt ſecret Counlcls of his Majeſty, and diſcover the ſtate of the Realm. Thar the moſt 
learned menare of opinion, that Marriagesno further Proceeded in, may lawfully be Diſ- 
ſolved: And therefore they beſcech his Majeſty to Annul the Conſummation of it, and the 
rather, becauſe they have not yet the happineſs to ſee any of his Majeſty's own Lineage to 
Succeed in his Kingdoms. | 

/ Thele Reaſons, which were extended more amply againſt his Royal Higneſs's Marriage, 
obtained more weight, becauſe moſt men areapt to judge of things by Circumſtances, and 
to attribute what happens by the ConjunCfture of Times, to the Eflett of Contrivance. So 
that it was not difficult to Interpret what was in his Royal Highneſs, an ingagement only of 
Honour and AﬀeQion, as proceeding from the Conſpirators Counſels, ſeeing it made fomuch | 
to their purpoſe. 

But the Buſineſs was too far adyanced to retreat, as his Majeſty with great reaſon had re- 

lyed, to their former Addreſs, the Marriage having been celebrated already, and confirmed 

his Royal Authority, and _ of Commioas though ſitting when the Duke was in a 

Treaty «7 the Arch-Dutcheſs of Iſprack, one of the ſame Religion, yet having taken no 
notice of it, 
-. Therefore while they purſued the matter thus, by a ſecond Addreſs, it ſeemed ancaſier 
thing, and more decent, to Prorogue the Parliament, than to Diſſolye the Marriage. And 
which might more incline his Majeſty to this Reſolution, the Houſe of Commons had now 
bound themſelves by a Vote that having conſidered the preſent State of the Natioh, they 
would not take into Deliberation, nor have any further Debate upon any other Propoſals of 
Aid or any Surcharge upon the SubjeCt, before the payment of the Twelve hwidred and fifty 
thouſand pounds, ineighteen Months, which was laſt granted, were expired, or at leaſt tillthey 
ſhould evidently ſee that the Obſtinacy of the Hellarders ſhould oblige them to the contrary, 
nor till after the Kingdom ſhould be effetually ſecured againſt the dangers of Popery, and 
Popiſn Counſellors, and that Order be taken againſt other preſent Miſdemeanours. 

There was yet another thing, the Land-Army, which ap aring to them expenſive, neced- 
Icfs, and terrible to the People, they addreſſed to his Majeſty alſo, that they might be dif. 
banded. All which things put gather, his Majeſty was ingluced to Prorogue the Parlia- 
ment again for aſhort time, till the ſeventhof Fanuary, One thouſand ſix hundred ſeventy three: 
That in the mean while the Princeſs of Modena arriving, the Marriage might be conſumma- 
ted without further interruption. - 

Thar Seſſion was opened with alarge deduQtion alſo, by the new Lord Xeeper, this being 
his firit Experiment, in the Lords Houſe of his Eloquence and Veracity, of the Hollarders a» 
verſneſs to Peace or Reaſon, and their uncivil and indireCt dealing in all Overtures of Treaty 


with lus Majeſty, and a Demand was made therefore. and re-inforced as former, of a pro- 
portionable 
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portionable and ſpeedy Supply. But the Hollanders that had found themſelves obſtrudled 
always hitherto, and in a manner excluded from all applications, and that whatever means 
they had uſed vras ſtill miſinterpreted, and ill repreſented, were ſo induſtrious, as by this 
time ( which was perhaps the greateſt part of their Crime) to have undeceived the gene- 
rality of the Nation in thoſe particulars. #. 

The Houſe of Commons therefore not donbting, but that if they held their hands in 
matter of Money, a Peace would in due time follow, grew troubleſome rather to ſeveral of 
the great Miniſtersof State; whom they ſuf] to have been Principal in the late pernici- 
ous Counſels. But ipſtcad of rhe way of Impeachment, wheteby the Crimes might have 
been brought to Examination, Proof and Judgment, they proceeded Sunimarily within them- 
{elyes, noting them only with an ill Charafer, and requetting his MajMy to remove them 
from his Counſels, his Preſence, and theit Publick Imployments. Neithet in that way of 
handling were they Impartial. | + 

Of the three which were queſtioned, the Duke of Buckingham ſeemed to have much the 
more favourable Cauſe, but had the leverelt Fortune. this whole matter not having 
been managed in the ſolemn Merhods of National Juſtice, but tranſmitted to his Majeſty, ir 
was calily Fenged = —_ LT fr brow it A Maxim, oy 

That no State Ainiſter ought to | ecially not upon Parliamentary Applications . 

Yet other Offenders thought it of ſecurity to themſelves, ba time of Publick Diſcontent, 
to have one Man ſacrificed, and ſo the Duke of Backingham having worſe Enemies, and asit 
chanced worſe Friends, than the reſt, was after all his Services abandoned, they having only 
heard the ſound, while he felt all the ſmart of that Laſh from the Houſe of Commons. 

But he wasſo fara Gainer, that with the loſs of his Offices, and dependance, he was re- 
ſtored to the Freedom of hisown Spirit, to give thence forward thoſe admirable Proofs of 
the Vigour, and Vivacity of his better Judgment, in Aſſerting, though to his own Impriſon- 
ment, the due Liberties of the Engliſh Nation. 

This manner of proceeding in the Houſe of Commons, wasa new way of negotiating the * 
Peace with Holand, but the moſt efteftual; the Conſpirators living all the while under con- 
tinual apprehenſions of being called to further account for their Actions, and no mony ap- 
pearing, which would either have perpetuated the War, or might, in caſe of a Peace, be mil- 
Sonic, to other uſes, than the building of Ships, infinuated by rhe Lord Keeper. 

The Hollarders Propolals, by this means -therefore, began to be thought more reaſona- 
ble, and the Marquis del Freſno, the Spaniſh Miniſter in this Court, laboured ſo well, that his 
Majeſty thought fit to Communicate the Overture to both Houſes, and thbugh their advice 
had not been asked to,the War, yct not to make the Peace without it. There was not 
much difficulty in their reſolutions. For the general bent of the Nation was againſt the War, 
the Frenchnow had by their ill behaviour at Seca in all the En nts, raiſed alfo the En- 
gliſh DO their pernicious Couniſels were viſible in their Book of the Politique Fran- 
coſe, tending by frequent Levies of Men, and mony, tocxhauſt, and weaken our Kingdom, 
and by their conjunction with us, on ſer purpoſe, to raiſe betwixt the King and his People 

- arational Jealouſie of Popery, and French Government, till we ſhould inſenſibly deyolve 
into them by Inclination or Necellity : As menof ill converſation pin themſelves malicioufly 
on perſons more ſober, that if they can no otherwiſe debauch them, they may blaſt their 
Reputation by their ſociety, and ſo oblige them to theirs; being ſuſpected by better Com- 


Pany. +. 

Beſides apwhich the very reaſon of Traffick which hath beeti ſo long neglected by ont 
greater men, was now of ſome conſideration, for as much as by aPeace with the Hol- 
lander the greateſt part of the Fradeand Navigationof Europe as long as the French King di- 
ſturbed it, would of courſe fall into the Enghſb management. The Houſes therefore gave 
their humble advice to his Majeſty for a juſt and honourable Peace with the States Getieral; 
which when it could be no longer reſiſted, was concluded, 

In the ſeventh Article of this Treaty it is faid : | | 

That the Treaty which was made at Breda in the yedy 1667; 4s alſo all the others which are by 
this preſent Treaty confirmed, ſhall by the preſent be renewed, and ſhall continke in their full force 
and vigour, as far as they ſhall not be contrary unto this ſaid preſent Treaty. 

| Which words are the more to be taken notice of, that they may be compared afterwards 
_—_ effects that follow, to ſee how well on the Engliſh part that Agreement hath been ob- 
erved. 

The buſineſs of the Peace thus being ofice over, and thisParliament ſtill lowring npon the 
Saree State, or boggling at the Land Forces ( whereot the eight new raiſed Regiments 

upon the Requeſt of the Commonsat laſt disbanded ) or imployed in farther Bills a- 
gainſt Popery, and tor the Education, and Proteſtant Marriage henceforward of thoſe of 
the Royal Faryily; the neceſſity of their further ſitting ſeemed not ſo'urgent, butthat they 
might l)ave a repoſe till the tenth of November 1674 following. d 

"The Conſpirators had hitherto failed of the accomplit their deſign, by perpetual 
diſappointments, and which was moſt grieyous to _—_ foreſaw, that the want of = 
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would ſtill neceſſitate Ge frequent ſitting of Parliament, which danger they had hoped long 
&er this to have conquered. Inthis ſtate of their Affairs the French King therefore was by 
'no means to be further diſobliged, he being the Maſter of gheir ſecret, and the only perſon, 
which if they helped .c0 gr). et carry them thorow, They were there- 
fore very diigeet to prgſit themſelyes of all the advantages to this'purpoſe that their preſent 
poſture could afford them, They knew that his Majeſty being now diſengaged from War, 
would of his R6yal Prudence interpoſe for Peace by his Mediation, it being the moſt glori- 
ous CharaQter that Prince can aſſume, and for which he was the moreproper, as being 
the moſt Potent, thereby to give the ſway, and the moſt diſintereſted, whereby to givethe 
Equity requiſite to ſuch a Negotiation; and the moſt obliged in Honour, as having been the 
occaſion by an unfoggſeen conſequence of drawifffg the Sword of all this part of Exyope. But 
if feared any propenſion in his Majeſty to one party, it was toward Spain, "4 re 
how Crown (as 1t is at large recited, and acknowledged, in the preambleof the laff 
- Treaty between Englandand Holland ) had been the only inſtrument of the happy Peace which 
after t icious War we now enjoyed. | 

Therefore they were reſolved by all their influence, and induſtry ( though the profit of 
the War did now wholly redound to the Engiſh Nation, and however in caſfof peace it was 
ouffintereſt, that if any, Frexce ſhould be depreſſed to any equality ) to labour that by this 
mediation France might be theonly gainer, and having all quiet about him, might be at per- 
fe(t leiſure to their project upon England. one of theſe our Stateſinen being preſ- 
ſed, ſolved all ms to the contrary with an _— French queſtion, 

Faut il que tout fe f+ Poktique, rien per Amitie . 

Muſt all thi s be done by Maxims or re State, nothing for Afettion ? | 
Therefore that ſuch an abſurdity as the ordering of Affairs abroad, according to the Inte- 
reſt of our Nation might be avoided, the Eng » Scorch and Iriſh Regiments, that were al- 
ready in the FrenchService, werenot only to be kept in their full Complement, but new num- 
bers of Soldiers dayly tranſported thither, making up in all, as is related, at leaſt, a conſtant 
Body of Ten Thouſand Men, of his Majeſties Subjects, and which oftentimes turned the For- 
tune of Battel on the French ſide by their Valour, | 

How far this either conſiſted with the Office of a Mediator, or how conſonant it was to the 
ſeventh Article aboye mentioned, of the laſt Treaty with Holand , it is for themrto demon- 
ſtrate who were the Authors. Butit wasindeed a good way to train up an Army, under the 
French Diſcipline and Principles, ay no. be ready ſeaſongd upon occaſion in England, to be 
called back and execute the ſame Counlels. 

In the mean time, they would be trying yet what they could do at home. For the late 

oceedings of Parliament, in quaſhing the Indulgence, in queſtioning Miniſters of State 4 
in Bills againſt Popeyy, in not granting Mony whenſoever asked, were Crimes not to be for. 
given, nor (NO the Conſpirators had, provided for themſelves) named in the Att of 
General Pardon. | | 

They be fore after fifteen Year# to remember that there were ſuch a ſort of men in 
England as the old Cavalier Party ; and reckoned, that by how much the more generous, they 
were more credulous than others, and ſo more fit to be again abuſed, Theſe weretold, that 
all was at Stake, Church and State ( How truly ſaid! But meant, how falſly ! Thatthe Nati. 
on was running again into Forty one : That this was the time to refreſh their ancient merit, 
| and receive the Recompence double of all their Loyalty, and that hence forward the Caya- 
liers ſhould have the Lottery of all the great or {mall Offices in the King and not ſo 
much as Sir Joſeph Williamſon to haveaſhare in it. roy 

By this means they indeed deſigned to have raiſeda Civil War, for which they had all along 
provided, by new Forts, and ſtanding Forces, and to which they had on e both in 
England.and Scotland given all provocation, if it would have been taken, that might 
have a Raſe Campagne of Religion, Government, and Propriety : or they hoped at by 
this means to fright the one party, and incourage the other, to give hence forward mony at 
Pleaſure, and that mony on what Title ſoeyer granted, with what ſtamp coined, might be 
melted down for any other ſervice or uſes. But there could not have been a greater 
- and indignity offered to thoſe Gentlemen ( and the beſt did ſo reſent ft ) than, whether theſe 
hopes were real, to think them men that might be hired to any baſe aftion, or whether as 


hitherto but imaginary, that by erecting the late King's Statue that whole Parry might bere- 


warded in Efhgy. 4 

While theſe things were upon the Anyil, the tenth of Noveraber was come for the Parlia- 
ments ſitting, but that was put off till the 1 3thof April 1675. And in the meantime, which 
fell out moſt opportune for the Conſpirators, t Counſels were matured, and ſomethin 
further to be contrived; that was yet wanting : The Parliament accordingly meeting, 
the Houſe of Lords, .as well as that of the Commons, being in deliberation of ſeveral whol.- 
ſome Bills, ſuch as the preſent Kate of the Nation -— yr the great Deſign came out in a 
ny offered one morning in the Houſe of Lords, whereby all ſuch as enjoyed an 
beneficial Office, or Imployment, Eccleliaſtical, Civil, or Military, ro which was add 


Privy 


ry 
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Privy Counſelors, Juſtices of the Peace, and Members of Parliament , were under a Pe- 
nalty to take the Oath, and make the Declaration, and Abhorrence, inſuing 3 
1 A. B. Do Declare, That ut is not Lawful upon any pretence whatſoever to take up Arms againſt 
the King, and that I do abbor that Traiterons Poſttian, of taking Arms by bis a"... FP 
Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are Commiſſioned by bim in Purſuance of ſuch Commiſſion. I a 


ſwear, that I will not at any time indeavour the Alteration of the Gougrnment eitber in Church or State. 


So help me God. 

Thisfage Oath had been brought into the Houſe of Commons in the Plague at Ox- 
ford, tohave been impoſed upon the Nation, but there, by the aſſiſtance of thoſe very ſame 
perſons, that now introduce it, 'twas thrown out, for fear of a General lnfeCtion of the Vi- 
tals of this Kingdom : And though it paſſed then in a particular Bill, Known by the name of 
A eee dei daret hehneeee EE ee ITS 
It was O O on, W ment might we 
been reckoned bh the Standard of Prudence and Loyalty. . It was indeed happpily faid, by 
the Lord Keeper, in the opening of this Seſſion, No Influences of the Stars, no Confieuration of 
the Heavens, are tobe feared, ſo long 4s theſe two Houſes ſtand in a Good Diſpoſition ta each other, 
and both of them in 4 Conjunition, with their Srfend Sromelnh But if he had fo early 
this Act inhis proſpect, the ſame Aſtrology might have taught him, that there is 
more portentous, and of worſe Omen, than when ſuch an Oath hangs over a Nation, like a 
New Comer foreboding the Alteration of Religion, or Government : Such was the Holy 
Leagne in France in theReign of Heriry the Third. Such in the timeof Philip the Second, the 
Oath in the Netherlands. ſo the Oaths in our late King's time taught the Fanaticks, be- 


cauſe they could not ſwear, yet toCovenant. Suchthin are, if eyer, not need- 
lefsly thought for good fortuneſake only to be attem and when was there any thigg leſs 
? NoKing of England had ever ſo great a Treaſure of this Peoples joNns, Cx- 


cept what thole ill men have, as they have done all the reſt, conſumed; whom bur out of an 
exceſs of Love to his Perſon, the Kingdom would neyer ( for it never did formerly ) © 
long have ſuffered ; The Old Atts of Allegiance, and Supremacy, were ſtill in their full Vi- 
gour, ma 7 the Papiſts, and even againſt themtoo of late, whenſoeyer the way was 
to be ſmoothed for a liberal Seſſion of Parliament. And moreover to put the Crown in full 
ſecurity, this Parliament had by an Act of theirs determined a Queſtion whichthe wiſdom of 
their Anceſtors had never decided, that the King hath the ſole power of the. Ailtia. And 
therefore my Lord Keeper did by his patronizing this Oath, too-grolly preyaricate, agai 

two very good State Maxims, in his Harangae tothe Parliament, for which he had conſulted 
not the Aſtrologer, but the Hiſtorian, adviſing them firſt, That they ſhould not Quiers move- 
re, thatis, ſaid he, when men ſtir thoſe things or Queſtions which are, and ought tobe in peace, And 
ſecondly, That they ſhould not Res parvas magnis moribus azere: that is, ſaith he again, when 
4s much weight is laid upon a new and not always neceſſary Propoſition as of the whole ſum of Affairs de- 


pended i, 

And this Oath, it ſeems, was the little thingſheart of, being forſooth but a'Moderare 
Security to the Church and Crown, as he called it, ich heand his party Laid ſo much weight 
on, 4s if the whole ſums of Affairs did depend npon it. 

But as tothe Quetemovere,,,or ſtirring of thoſe things or Queſtions which are and ought 
to be in peace, was not this ſo, of taking Arms againſt the King upon any pretence whatſo- 
ever ? And was not that alſo in Peace, of the Traiterous Poſition of taking Arms by his Autho. 
rity againſt his Perſon ? Had not the three Acts of Corporations, of Militia, and the Five 
Ales, (ufficiently quieted it? Why was it further ſtirred? But being ſtirred, it raiſes 
in mens thoughts many things more; leſs, others more to the purpole. 

Sir Waltey Tirrels Arrow grazed upon the Deer it was ſhot at, but by that chance killed 
King Wilkam Rufus; yet ſo far was it that Sir Waker ſhould for that chance-ſhot be adjudg- 
ed of Treaſon, that we do not perceive he underwent any other Tryal like that of Mer» 

: But which is more to the point, it were difficult to inſtance a Law either in this 
or other Country, but that a private Man, if any —_ CC him, may, 
having retreated to the Wall, his Guard; therefore, if this matter as to a 
particular man be dubious, it was not ſo prudentto ſtir it in the General, being ſo well fer- 
tled. Andast9 all other things, though ſince Lord Chancellor, he hath in his Speech of the 1 
of Feb. One thouſand fix bundred ſeventy ſix, ſaid ( to teſtifie his own abhorrency ) th 
that il meant diſtinftion between the Natural and the Politique Capacity. He istoo wellread to be 
ignorant that withour that DiſtinCtion there would be no Law nor Reaſon of Law leftin En- 
gland, To which end it was, and to put all out of doubt, that it isalſo required in this Tef, 
to declare mens abhorrency as of a Traiterons Poſition, to take Arms againſt thoſe that are 
Commiſſioned by bim, in purſuance of fuch Commiſſion; aud yet neither is the Tenour, or 
Rule, of any,fuch Commiſlion ſpecified, nor the Qualification of thoſe that ſhall be armed 
with ſuch Commiſſions, exprelled or limited. Never was ſo much ſence contained in ſo few 
words. No Conveyancer could eyer in more Compendious or binding terms have drawn 
a Diſſettlement of the whole Birth-right of Engl.n4. | 


Far 
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For as to the Commiſſion, if it be to take away any mans Eſtate, or his Life by force, yet 
it is the Kings Commillion - Or if the Perſon Commiſſionate, be under never ſo many Dif. 
abilities by Acts of Parliament, yet his raking this Oath, removes all thoſe Incapacities, or 
his Commiſſion makes it not Diſputable. Burif aman ſtand upon his Defence, a good Judge 
for the Purpoſe, finding tharthe Poſition is Trairorons, will declarethat by this Law he is 
to be execured for Treaſon.” | 

Theſe things are no Niceties, or remote Conſiderations ( though in making of Laws, 
and which muſt come afterwards under Conſtruftion of Judges, Durame Bene-placito, all 
Caſes are to be putand imagined) but there being an ACt in Scorland for Twenty Thouſend 
Men to March into England upon Call, and fo ny ey Soldiery in France, 
within Summons, beſides what Foreygners may be obliged by Treaty to furniſh, and it being 
ſo freſh in memory, what ſort of perſons had lately been in Commtſſion among us, to which 
add the many Books, then Printed by Licenſe, Writ, ſome by Men of the Black, one of 
the Green Cloath, wherein the Abſolutenefs of the Engliſh Monarchy is againſt all Law af. 


ferred. 

All theſe Conſiderations put together, were ſufficient romake any honeſt and well-adviſed 
_ to mg indeed, that upon paſſing of this Oath and Declaration the whole ſum of 

anrs depende . 

It grew therefore to the greateſt conteſt, that has perhaps ever been in Parliament, 
wherein thoſe Lords, that were againſt this Oath, being aſſured of their own Loyalty and 
Merit, ſtood vp now for the Engliſh Liberties with the fame Genius, Virtue and Courage, 
that their Noble Anceſtors had formerly defended the Great Charter of England, but with ſo 
much greater Commendation, in that they had here a fairer Field, and the more Civil way 
of Reciſion: They fought it ont under all the diſadvantages imaginable : ' They were over- 
laid by Numbers; the noiſe of the Houſe, like the Wind was againſt them, and if not the 
Sun, the Fire-fide was always in their Faces; nor being ſo few, could they, as their Adverſa- 
ſaries, withdraw to refreſh themſelves in a whole days Ingagement : Yer never was there a 
clearer Demonſtration how dulla thing is humane Eloquence, and Greatneſs how Little, 
when the bright Truth diſcovers all things in their proper Colours and Dimenſions, and ſhi- 
ning ſhoots its Beams throrow all their Fallacies. It might be injurious, where all of them 
did ſo excellently well, toattribute more toany one of thole Lords than another,unleſs becauſe ® } © 
theDuke of Buckingham and the Earl of Shaftsbury have been the more reproached for this 
brave Action, it be requilite I of Praiſe to ſet them two on equal terms 
with the reſt of their Companions-in r. The particular Relation of this Debate, 
which laſted many days with great: eagerneſs on both ſides, and the Reaſons but on cone, was 
inthe next Seſſion burnt by Order of the Lords, but the Spacks of it will eternally fly in theic 


Adverſaries Faces. | 

Now before this Teſt cauld in ſo vi an oppoſition paſs the Houſe of Peers, there a . 
roſe unexpectedly a great Controv ixt the two Houſes, concerning their Privileges 
on this occaſion, the Lords accordi - undoubted Righr, being the Supreme Court ® 
of Judicature in the Nation, - had u of DoCtor Shirley, raken cognizance of a 
Cauſe between him and Sir John Fare, a Member of the Houſe of Commons, and of other 
Appeals from the Court of Chancery, which the Commons, whether in good earneſt, which 
| can hardly believe, or rather ſome Parliament men among them, having an eye up- 
on the Teft, and to prevent the hazard of its coming among them, preſently took hold of, 
and blew the to ſuch a degree, that there was no In 

In the Houſe of Peers both Parties, as in a point of their own ivilege, caſily united, and 
were no leſs inflamed againſt the Commons, and-to their own ancient Juriſdiftion , 
wherein nevertheleſs the Lords for the Te/t,and thoſe againſt it,had their own particular 
reaſons,and might have accuſed each other perhaps of ſome artifice ; the matter in concluſion 
was ſo husbanded onall ſides, thatany conyerſe betwixt the two Houſes grew impracti- 
cable, and his Majeſty Prorogued them t till the 1 3th of Oftober 1675, following : 
And in this manner that fatal Tet which had given ſo great diſturbance to the minds of our 
Nation, dyed the ſecond Death which in the language of the Divines, is as much as tofay, it 
was Damned. | 

The Houſe of Commons had not in that Seſſion been wanting to Vote 3cocool. towards 
the Building of Ships, andro draw a Bill for appropriating the Ancient Tmage and Pound- 
age, amounting to 400000. yearly,tothe uſe of the Navy, as it ought in Law already, ang 
had been granted formerly-upon that ſpecial Truſt and Confidence, but neither did rhat 
3000co l. although Competent at preſent, and but an carneſt for future meeting, ſeem con- 
ſiderable, and had it bgen more, yer that Bill of appropriatingany thingto its true uſe, was 
a ſufficient cauſe to make them both miſcarry, -but upon pretence of the Quarrel between the 
Lords and Commons in which the Seſſion thus ended , 

The Conſpirators had this interval to reflet upon theirown Aﬀairs. They ſaw that the 
King of France ( as they called him) was ſo buficabroad, thathe could not be of farther uſe, 
yet, tothem here, than by his directions, while his Armies werg, þy aſſiſtance of the Eneliſh 
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Forces, ſeyeral times ſaved from ruines. They conſidered that the Te# was defeated, by 
which the Papiſts hoped to have had Repriſals for that of Tranſubſt antiation, and the Conſpi- 
rators to have gained Commiſſion, as extenſive and arbitrary, as the malice of their own 
hearts could diftate : That herewith they had miſled of a Legality to have raiſed mony with- 
out Conſent of Parliament, or to impriſon or execute whoſoever ſhould oppoſe them in px-- 
ſuance of ſuch their Commiſſion. They knew it was 1n vain to expect that his Majeſty in that 
want, or rather opinion of want, which they had reduced himto, ſhould be diverted from 
holding this Seſſion of Parliament - nor were they themſelves for this once wholly averſe ts 
it, for they preſumed cither way to find their own account, that if money were grantedir 
ſhould be attributed to their influence, and remain much within their diſpoſal, but if not 
granted, that by joyning this with other accidents of Parliament, they might fo repreſent 
things to his Majeſty as to incenſe him againſt them, and diſtruſting all Parliamentary Advice, 
totake Counſel from themſelves, from France, and from Neceſſity. 

Andin the mean timethey fomented all the Jealonkes which they cauſed. They continued 
to inculcate Forty and One-in Court, and Country. | 

Thoſe that refuſed all the mony they demanded, were to. be the only Recuſants, and all 
that aſſerted the Liberties of the Nation, were to be reckoned in the Claſſes of Precbyterians. 

The 1 3th of Oltober came, and his —_ now asked not only a Supply for his building of 
Ships, as formerly, but further, to take oft the Anticipation upon his Revenue. | 

The Houle of Commogs took up-again ſuch Publick Bills as they had on foot in their for- 
mer ſitting, and others that might either Remedy Preſent, or Prevent Futare Miſchiefs. 

The Bill for Habeas Corpus. Uh 
| inſt ſending men Priſoners beyond Sea. _ | 
_ That againſt raiſing Mony without Conſent of Parliament: 

That agail Papiltsſnxing in either Houſe... 

Another Act for ipeedier convicting of Papilts. Tr | £ 

That for recalling his Majeſty's Subjefts out of the French Service, cc. And asto his Ma- 
jelty's Supply, they Praggene in their former Method of the two Bills, One for” raiſing 
300000, and the orher for appropriating the T w-mage and Powdave to the uſe of the Navy. 
© Andinthe Lords Houſe there was a good diſpoſition roward things of publick lntereſt + 
But 30cooo/. was ſo inſipid a thing to thoſe who had been continually regaled with Milli- 
ons, and that Attof Appropriation, with ſome others, went ſo much agaialſt ſtomach that 
there wautgd only an opportunity to reject them, and that whi. h was Teadieſt at hand was 
the late quartel betwixt the Houſe of Lords and the Commons. The Houſe of Commons 
did now more peremptorily than ever, oppoſe the Lords Juriſdiction in Appeals : The Lords 
on the other ſide were reſolved notto depart from ſo eſſential aPrivilege and! Aurhority, /bur 
ro. proceed. inthe Exerciſe of ig: So that this Diſpute was raiſed to a greater Ardure and 
Contention than ever, and there appearetl no way of Accommodation. Hereupon the Lords 
were in conſultation for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, containirig many weighty Reaſons for his 
Majelties diſlolying this Parliament, deduced from the nature -and behaviour of the preſent 
Houſe of Commons ; But his Majeſty, although the TranſaRion berween the two Hoſes was 
at _ become impraCticable, Judging that this Houſe might at ſome other time be of uſe 
to him, cheſe only to Prorogue the Parliament ; "The blame of it was not only laid, bur ag- 
gravated, upon thoſe in Both Houſes, - but eſpecially on thes Lords Houſe, who had moſt 
vigorouſly oppo the Frenchand Popiſhlatereſt. But thoſe who were preſent at the Lords, 
and obſerved the conduct of 'the'Great Mmiſters there, conceived of it otherwiſe; And asto 
np L-ary orb] Commo yoke —_— the Conteſt, Ton Voted, _ 

whoſoever | cite, or proſecute any Appeal apt Commoner of England, from amy 
Court of. Equi ang? Houſe of Lords ſhall bedeemeLanbrabem abetr " the Rights and iz 
berties of the M——_ of England, avd be +13 eager), L 
© Their Speaker going thorow Weſtminſter Hall to the Houſe, and looking downupon ſome 
of thoſe Lawyers, commandedfis Mace to ſeiſe them, and led themup Priſoners with him, 
which it is preſumed, thathe being of his Majeſties Privy Council, would nothave done, but 
for what ſome men call his Majeſtics Service 4 and yer it was the higheſt, this of. all the Pro- 
vocations which the Lords had received in this Controverſie. But however, this fault ovghr 
to be divided, there was a greater-committet!in Proroguing the Parliament, from the 22: 
of November, 1675, unto _ 5th, of February, 1676. And holding it after that diſmiſſion, 
there being no Record of any, ſuch thing doneſince the being of Parliaments in England, and 
the whole Reaſon of Law no lels than the Prattice and Cuſtora holding contrary. 

T his valt ſpace berwixt the meetings of Parliament cannot-more properly be filled up, than 
with the coherence of thoſe things abroad and at homme, thatithoſe thar ate intelligent may 
obſerve whether the Conſpicators found any interruption, or did not rather fuite this event 
alſo tothe Caqnrinuance of their Counſels. The Earl of Nbrthempron is not to be eſteemed 
as one engaged 1n thoſe Counſels, being aperſon of too great Hononr, though the advar- 
cingof him to be Conſtable of the Tower, was the firſt of our Domeſtick Oceurrents. - Fat if 
they could haveany hand in it, *tis more probable =_ teſt he-might perceive rheir Courri4 
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vances, they apparalled himin ſo much Wall to have made him inſenſible. However men 
conjedtured even then by the Quality of the Keeper, that he was not to be di ed with 
any mean and vulgar Priſoners. But another was all along very remarkable, That 
during this Inter-Parliament, there werefive Judges either fell, or were made 

( for it was ſome while before that Sir Francis North had been created Lord Chief Juſtice 
the Common Pleas;) the five that ſucceeded, were Sir Richard Rainsford, Lord WChief Juſtice 
of the Kings Bench ; Mountagne, Lord Baron of the Exchequer; Yere Bertie, Barri- 
ſter at Law, one of the Barons of the ;/ Sir William 5, one of the Joſtices 
of the Common Pleas ;, And Sir Thomas Jones, one of the Juſtices Kings Bench. Con. 
cerning all whom there is fomething too much to be faid ; anditisnot out of ahgure of ſpeech, 
but for meer reverence of their Profeſſion that I thus paſs it over, conſidering alſo humane 
infirmity, and that they are all by their Patents, Durante Beneplacito, bound as it wete to their 
Good Behaviour. And it is a to think what trivial, and toſay the beſt of rhem, ob- 
ſcure perſons have' and do ſtandnext in proſpect, to come and fit by them. - Juſtice 4:- 
kins alſo by Warping too far towards the Laws, was in danger upon another pretence to hays 
made way for ome of them, but true Repentance and Contrition, with ſome Alms- 
Deeds, was admitted to Mercy ; and allthe reſt of the benches will doubtleſs have profited 
mach by his, and ſome otherexample. Alas the Wiſdom and Probiry of the Law went off 
for the moſt part with good Sir Aarthew Hales, and Juſtice is madea meer property. This 
poyſonons Arrow ſtrikes to the very heart of Government, and could come from ho Quiver 
but that of the Conſpirators. What French Counſel, what Forces, what Paclia- 
mentary Bribes,what National Oaths, and all the other Machinations of wicked men haye not 
yet beenableto effeft, may be more compendioufly Afed hy twelve Judges in Scarlet. 

The next thing conſiderable that appeared preparatory for the next Seſſions, was a Book 
that came out by publick Authority, Intitled anna the true way to ſuppreſs Po- 
pery, &c. Avery good deſign, and writ, I believe, by a very good man, but Semen. 

es, which are not to be paſſed over. One in the Preface, wherein he faith, The Favoxy 


bere propoſed in behalf of the Romaniſts, 1s not more than they enjoy among Proteſtants abroad at this 


- This 1 take not to be true either in Denmark or Sueden, and ſome other Countrics | 
In 


ere Popery is wholly ſuppreſſed; and therefore if that have been effefted there, in ways 
of prodenceand co ing with Chriſtianity, it ought not to haye been in ſo general words 
murepreſented. ? | Y 

Anorder is, P. 59, and 60; a thing ill and dangerouſly faid, concluding; 7 know but one Tn- 
farce, that of David in Gath, of a man that was pat to all theſe traits, and yer not Corrupted in 
his principles. When there was a more Example near him, and more obyious. 

What clſe I have to ſay in paſling, is, as to the Ground-work of his whole defign; which 
is to bring mennearer, as by a diſtinction betwixt the Church and Court of Rome, a thing 
long attempted, but ineffeCtually, ir being the fame thing as to diſtinguiſh betwixr the 
Church of England, and the Engkſb Biſhops, which cannot be ſeparated. Bur the intention 
of the Anthor, wasdoubtlels very honeſt, and the Engliſh of that Profeſſion, are certainly 
of all Papi 5 the molt ſincere and moſt worthy of fayour ; but this ſeemed no proper time to 
negotiate further than the Publick Convenience. = | 

There was another Book likewiſe that came ont by Authority, towards the Approach of 
the Seſſion, Intitled, A Parquet of Advice to the men x rs Oc. But the name of the 
Anthor was concealed, not outof. any ſpark of » butthat he might with more ſecu. 
rity exerciſe his lmpudence, not ſo much againſt thoſe Noble Lords, as againſt all Publick 
Truth and Honeſty. Thewhole Is elſe but anInfukon of Malice, inthe 
Froath of the Town, and theScum of the Univerſity, by the Preſcription of the Conſpira- 
tors. Nor, therefore did the Book deſerve naming, no- more than the Anthor, but that 
they ſhould rot together in their own » had not the firſt events of the following Sef- 
fion made it remarkable, that the Wizard with ſome Superior Intelligence. 

Andon the other ſide, ſoine ſcattering Papers ſtraggled our in Print, as is uſual for the ln- 
formation of Parliament Men, in the matter of Law concerning Prorogation, which all of 
* them, it is to bepreſumed, underſtood not, but was like to prove therefore a great 

eſtion. | 

Asto mattersabroad from the Year 1674, That the Peace was concluded betwixt England 
and Holland; the French King , as a mark of his diſpleaſure, and to humble the Engliſh Na- 
tion, let looſe his Privateers among our Merchant Men : There was thenceforth no ſecurity of 
Commerce or Nevigaionnovwicſanding the poblick Amify betwixt the two Crowns, but 
at Sea they Murthered, Ptundered, made Prize, and Confiſcated thoſe they met with. Theic 
Picaroons laid before the Mouthof our Rivers, hovered all along the Coaſt, took our Shi 
in the very Ports, that we wereina manner blocked up by Water. And if any made appli- 
cation at his Sovereign Pore for Juſtice, they were infolently baffled, except fome few, that 
by Sir Ellis Leighton Intereſt, who made a ſecond prin of chem, were redeemed upon eaſier 
Compoſition, Inthis manner i continued from 1674, till the latter end of 1676 without re- 
medy, eyen till the time of theParliaments Sitting : ſo that men doubted gr _ the 

n{picators 


- And ſo all that DE - a cleanly 
tces ſhould fit, which involyi - macy of In 
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Conſpirators were not Complices alſo i in the matter, and found partly their own account 
jait. For evidence of what is ſaid, formerly, the Paper at the end of this Treatiſe annexed 
my eve cnrtes EE NS CE REN his —_— Order, to 
which was joyned a Regiſter of ſo many Engliſh Ships as came to notice 
which the French had taken, ( and to this day ceaſe not to treat our Merchants at the ſame 
rate.) And yet allthis while that tt theſe intolerable and barbarous Piracies, atid 
ons upon his Majeſtics , from hence they were more dili than ever 

ſupplied with Recruits, charac grveteeterldy inco the French were it- 
couraged, others that would not, preſſed, impriſoned, and carried over by main force, and 
conſtraint, even as the Parliament here was to fit down; all their for. 


mer applications to the Majeſties ! 
to the French with all nary of he of which i 
but a ſmall parcel, in compariſon of what was dayly conveyed away, under colour of Cock- 
ers for Jarjey, and other places. 

A ſhore Account of ſome Amanition, &c. Exported from the Port ; p19 yay France, from 
June, 1675 10 June 1677. 

Granadoes without number, Shipt off under the colour of t Iron. Lead Shot 
23 Tuns. Gunpowder 15134 Barrels. ron Shor 18 Tun, 600 Weight: Match 88 Tun , 
100 Weight. Iron Ordinance 441, Quantity, 292'Tuns, gce Weight. Carriages, Ban« 
A ere Fd ago be rae ranting by Sch cringe 

was t ro bn) 
wecould rapandrend of Men, or Amunitionat Land, ro make him more potent againſt us, 
and more formidable. 

Thusare we at length arrived at this much controverted, and as much expected Seſſion. 
And though the way to it hath proved much longer than was intended io the of this 
diſcourſe, yer is it very ſhort of what the matter would have afforded, but is paſt over to 
keep within bounds of this Volumn. The «5th of February 1676 came, and that very ſame 
day, the French King appointed his March for Flanders. It ſeemed that his motions were in 
Jult Cadence, and that as in a Grand Baler, he kept time with thoſe that were tuned here to his 
ry And he thought it a becoming G to take the reſt of Flanders, our natw 


Sy. y Building of Ships, and the pre rr the Al) End rr bord 
hich was to expire the 24th of June 1677, and recommended earneſt 
dents between the two Houſes, repreſenting their laſt Differences as the 1 
to allay them. The Lord Chancellor, asjs uſual with him, ſpoiled 
ſaid ſo well, with ſtraining to do — For rr of lake 
fince he had the Seals aſcribed to his indiſcreeet & untucky Eloquence.And 
had not the Lord Gre meta ds 
been the ſame danger of the ill fucceſs of this Meeting, - Each Houſe 
now ſeated, the caſe of this long Pr place fo far without 
and was of that con uence to the Conſtitution of all Pave ts, and he __- 
m this , that cven the Commons, though fore 
could not paſs it over. Bat they handled it ſo tenderly, as if they 
The firſt day, inſtead of the Queſtion, hore odher her ymerr te ay 
Prorogation indeed Diſſolved; it ies propoſed omar idi 


L&tion were not an Adjournment ? 
from thence they put it off cill the 
before they Re hotels — Wherher 
that had not been more than implyed 

of Speech awnary nga) 0.5, +7 oro 
Parliaments. But by this faintneſs, 


ſirring, — in the Afer- 
matire, covet at own bear Fd | with: RE 
For the , as as ouſes were Backinghans, uſually 
ſ-icly what he thinks, argued by all the Laws of Parliament, and with h of _ 
ſon, that this Proroparion was Null and this Parliament conſequently Di 
over to maintain it toall the Judges, and deſiring as had been uſoal in ſuch Caſes, Cond 
not here be admitted, that INS "is gee Co Con Lord Frechwel as 
a berter Judge of ſo fo, point in Law, did of his great Courtſhip move, SONS 
Duke of Prckenobam might called 1 ro og hk hw propola 

as 1 et ravapant motion, —_——_— 
kan heigh* of Courageand Reaſon, the 
tion, and Authority, cad Rain, rhe Lord Arn Ton of Fred my order, as if the Salt bad 
decg thrown down, or an Hare had croſſed hisway, ; Opening, renewed the motion for calling 
[ 
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the Duke to the Bar ; But there were yet too many Lords between, and the Couriers of the 
Houſe of Commons brought upadvice every moment, that the matter was yet in agitation a- 
mong them ; 10 that the Earl of _—_ had o ity to appear with ſuch extraordi- 
nary vigour, both in what the Duke of Buckingham's perſon and his Propoſal, that 
as the Duke of Buckingham might have ſtood fingle in any rational conteſt, ſo the Earl of 
Shaftchary was more properly another Principal, than his Second. The Lord Chancellor 
therefors in anſwer undertook, on the contrary, to make the Prorogatioz look yery formal, 
laying the beſt colours upon'it, after his manner when Advocate, that the Cauſe would bear, 
{ and the worſt:ypon his Opponents ) but ſuch as could never yet endure the- Day-light. 
Thus for five or fix hours it grew a fixed Debate, many arguing it in the regular method, till 
the:expefted news came, 'that the Commons were roſe without doing any thing; whereupon 
the greateo number called for' the-Queſtion, and had it inthe Affirmative, that the Debate 
ſhonld be laid afide. 1 Ks y: | | | 

And being thus fluſhed, but not ſatished with their Victory, they fell upon their Adver- 
faries incoo[ blood, Lge aynn ne 1 thought fit, that ſame night, and the morrow 
after, ſentencing them, the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of Saksbury, the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, and the Lord Wharterto be conimitted tothe Tower, under the notian of Contempr, 
during his Majeſtics, and the Houſes pleaſure. That Contempt, was their refuſing to xe- 
cant:their Opmivon, and ask pardon of the King, and the Honſe of Lords. Thus a Proroga- 
rion without Preſident, was to be warranted by an Impriſonment without Example. A Te 
Inſtance, and whereby the Dignity of Parliament, and _cnny of the Houſe of Peers, did 
at preſent much ſuffer, -andmay probably mare for the future; for nothing but Parliament 
can deſtroy Parliament. If a Houſe ſhall once be Felon of it ſelf, and ſtopits own breath, ta- 
king away thartiberty of ſpeech,' which-the King verbally, and of courſe, allows them, ( as 
now they haddone in both Houſes ) to what purſoſe is it coming thither ? But it was now 
over, and by the weakneſs, ..inthe Houſe of Commons, and the Force inthe Houſe of Lords, 
this prefunptuous Scilion was thus far ſettled; and confirmed; fo that henceforward men be- 
gun to wipe their Mouths, -asif! nothing hat been, - and toenter upon the Publick Buſineſs. 
- And it isremarkable thatſhortly after,upon occaſion of a diſcourſe among the Commons,con- 
cerning Libels and Pamphlers,firft one Member of them ſtood vp,and in the face of their Houſe, 
ſaid, That it was affirmedtohwm, by a perſon that might be ſpoke with, that there were among them, 
thirty, forty, fiſty,' God knows baw many, Omtlawed. Another thereupon roſe, and told them, 


Jt was reported too, \that«there-were divers of the Members Papiſts;,, A third, That a multitude of 


them were: Bribed, and Penſioners. And yet -all this was patiently huſhed up by their Houſe, 
and digeſted, ;being it ſeems athing of that Nature, which there is no Reply to ; which may 
ivery wdtadminilter, [and deſerve aſerions Reflection, how great an opportunity this Houſe 
of Commons loſt, -of ingratiating themfelves with the Nation, by acknowledging in this 
Convention their invalidity to proceed in Parliament, and by addreſling to his Majelty as be- 
ing Di:ſalved, for a Diſmiſſum. For were 'it ſo, that all the Laws of England require, and 
the very. Conſtitution of our Goyerpment, as well as Experience, teaches the neceſſity of 
the frequent Meeting, aiid change of Parliaments, and ſuppoſe that Queſtion concerning this 
iProrogation, were by the Cuſtom. of Parliaments to be. ju z ( which hath not been done 
hitherto.) - yet who, that deſires  to-qmaintain the reputation of ,an honeſt, man , 
would not have laid hold upon ſo plauſible an occaſion, to break company when it was grown 
fo ſcandalous. Forit is toq notorious to be concealed, that near a third part of the Houſe 
-have Beneficial Offices undetthis Majeſty, 'in the Privy Council, the Army, the Nary, the 
Law, the Houſhold; 'the-Revenue both in England and Ireland, or in attendance on his Ma- 
zeſtics Perſon. -- Theſe are.all: of them indeed to be eſteemed Gentlemen of Honour, but 
moreorleſs accortling to the quality of their ſeveral Imployments under his Majeſty, and it 
is to bepreſamed that they broughtalong with them ſore Honour of their own into his ſer- 
vice at firſt ro ſetup with; 1-Nor4s it fit that, ſuch an Aſſembly ſhould be deſtitute of them to 
.informthe Commons of his Majeſties Aﬀairs, ,and communicate his Counſels, ſo that t 
.do not by uregular procuring of Elections in-place where they have no proper intereſt, th 
-ont the Genclemen that -have; -and thereby diſturb the ſeveral Countrys; nor that they 
croud iatothe Houſc it numbers b modeſty, and which inſtead of giying a Temper to 
*their deliberations, may ſeemto affect the predominance. For although the Houſe of Peers, 
- beſides their ſupreme and ſole Judicature, have an equal power in the Legiſlature with the 
- Houſe of, Commons, andasthe ſecond thoughts in the Government have often corrected their 
errors: yet it is to be confeſſed, that the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes there aſſembled, 
are the Repreſenters of- the-People of England, and are more peculiarly impowered by them 
to-tranſact concerning the Religion, Lives, Liberties, and the Propriety of the Nation. 
And therefore no Honourable Perſon; related to- his Majeſties more particular ſervice, but 
will in that place and opportunity ſuſpect himſelf, leſt his Gratitude to his Maſter, with his 
ſelf intereſt ſhoald tempt him beyond his obligation there to the Publick. The ſame ex- 
cludes him that may next inherit from being Guardian to an Infant, not but there may the 
ſame aficCtjon and integrity be found inthoſe of the Father's lide as thoſe on the Mother's, bur 


; out 


- 
—_ 


might not his Reverſioner juſtly 
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out of decent and humane caution, and in like manner however His ny 
beof as ſound and untainted reputation as the beſt, yet common Diſcretion would teac 
them not to ſeek after and ingroſs ſuch different Truſts in thoſe bordering lntereſts of the 
King and Country, where fromthe People they have no Legal Advantage, butfo much may 
be gained by betraying them. , How im r would it item for a Privy Counſellor if in 
the Houſe of Commons he ſhould not the moſt arbitrary Proceedings of the Council 
Table, repreſent Afﬀairs of State another face , defend any miſgovernment, patro- 
nize the greateſt Offenders againſt the Kingdom, even though were too his own parti 
cular Enemies, and extend the ſuppoſed Prerogative on all to the detriment of 
the Subjects certain and due Liberties ! Whar ſelf-denyal were it in thE Learned Counſel at 
Law, did they not vindicate the Miſdemeanours of the Judges, perplex all Remedies 
the Corruptions and Incroachment of Courts of Judicature, Word all Acts the 
Hom of - their own Profeſſion, palliate unlawful EleCtions, [extenuate and adyocate 
Publick Crimes, where the Criminal may prove conſiderable; ſtep into the chair of a Mo- 
ny Bill, and pen the Clauſes ſo dubiouſly, that they may be interpretable in Weſtminſter- 
Hall beyond the Houſes intention, miſlead the Houſe, not only in point of Law, bur even in 
matter of Fatt, without any reſpeCt to Fay but all to his own further Promotion ! 
What Soldier in Pay but might think himſelf fit to be caſhiered, ſhould he oppoſe the in- 
creaſe of Standing Forces, the Depreſſion of Civil Authority, or the Levying of Mony by 
whatſoever means or in what Quantity? Or who of them ought not toabhor that Traiter- 
ousPolition of raking Arms by the King's Authority againſt thole that are Commillionated by 
him in purſuance of ſuch Commiſſion ? What Officer of the Navy but takes himſelf under 
Obligation to magnifie the Expence, extol the management, conceal the increaſethe 
Debrs, and preſs the Neceſlity, rigging and unrigging it to the Houſe in the fame momenr, 
and repreſenting itall at once in a good and a bad condition ? ſhould any Member of Parlia- 
ment and of the Exchequer omit totransform the Accounts, conceal the Iſſues, heighten 
the Anticipations, andin deſpite of,þimſelt oblige whoſoever chance to be Lord Treaturer ;$ 
to be pur into preſent Poſleſſion of the Office? Who 
that is cither concerned in the oms, ,or of their Brethren of the Exciſe, can with any 
decency refule, if they do not invent, all further Impoſitions -vpon Merchandiſe, Naviga- 
tion, or our own Domeſtick Growth and Conſumption; and if the Charge be but Tempo- 
rary, to perpetuate it ? Hence it ſhall come that inſtead of relieving the Crown by the good 
old and certain way of Subſidies, wherein nothing was to be got by the Houſe of Commons 
they deviſed this Foreign Courſe of Rey to the great Greivance and double charge of 
the People, that ſo many of the Members might be gratified in the Farms or Commiſſions. 
Bur to conclude this digreſſion whatſoever other have been ſet up for the uſe of the 
Members, or have been extinguiſhed upon occaſion, ſhould they have faited at a Qneſtion, 
did not they deſerve to be turned out? Were not all the Votes as it. were in Fee Farm; of 
thoſe that were intruſted with-the fale ? Muſt not Srinem be a ſufficient cauſe of quarrel 
with Holland, toany Commiſſioner of the Plantations ? Or who would have-denyed Mony 
to conrinue the War with Holland, when he were a Commiſſioner of Prizes, of Sick and 
Wounded, of Tranſporting the Engiſh, or of Starving the Dwrch Priſoners ? How much 
er then would the hardihip be for thoſe of his Majeſties Houſhold, of who attend upon 
is Royal Perſon, ro forget by any chance Vote, or in beiog abſent from the Houſe, that 
they are his Domeſtick Servants ? Or that all thoſe of the capacity above-mentioned are to 
lhe won ar as adiſtin&t Body under another Diſcipline; and whatſoever they may com- 
mit in the Houſe of Commons againſt the National Intereſt, they take themſelves tobe juſti- 
andy dew Arrow yomy, their hearts indeed are, they ſay, with the Country, andone of 
—_ = organ tell his Majeſty, That he was come from Voting in the Houſe .4- 
: And yet theſe Gentlemen being full, and already in Imployment, are more good natured 
and leſs dangerous to the Publick, than thoſe that are hungry and out of Office, who may by 
bable computation, make another Third part of this of Commons. Thoſe ace 
uch as having obſerved by what ſteps, or rather leaps and ſtrides, others of their Houſe 
have aſcended into the hig od. Faces of the Kingdom, do upon meaſuring their own Birth, 
Eſtates, Parts, and Merit, think themſelves as well and better qualified i all reſpe&tsas theit 
former Companions. 2p are generally n_, who by ſpeaking againſt the French, inveigh- 
ing againlt the Debauches of Covrt, talking of the ill management of the Revenue, and fach 
Po Flouriſhes, have cheated the Countries into EleCting them; and when they come up, 
if they can ſpeak in the Houſe, they makea faint attack or two upon ſome great Miniſter of 
State, and perhaps relicye ſome other that is in danger of Parliament, to make themfetves 
cither way conſiderable. | 
In mattersof money they ſeem at firſt difficult, but having been diſcourſed with in private, 
they are ſet, right, and begin to underſtand it better themſelves, and to convert their Bre- 
thren : For they areallof themro be bought and ſold, only their Number makes them cheap- 
er, ye ns of them doth ſooveryalue himſelf, that ſomerimes they ourſtand or ler flip their 
own ct. H is 
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It is not to be imagined, how frmall things in this caſe, even Members of great EftateT will 
ſtoopat, and moſt of themwill do as much for Hopes, as others for Fruicion, but if cheir 
——_— ps they grow at lait murinous, and revolt to the Country, till ſome bet- 

ter occaſion . 
Among theſe are ſome men of the beſt underſtanding, were they of equal integrity, who | 
aftet ro 1 all buſineſs, to be able to quaſh any good motion by Parliamentary Skill, nn- 
leſs th be the Authors, and to be the men of the Houſe, and for their naty- 
| ral Lives to Continue ſo. Bur theſeare men that have been once footed, moſt of them, and 
18 diſcovered, and lighted at Court, fo that tilt ſome turn of Srate ſhall ſet them in their Ad- 
l yerſariesPlace, in tffe mean time they look Sullen, make big Motions, and contrive ſpecions 
Bills for the SubjeCt, peed wait the opportunity to be the Inſtruments of the ſame Coun. 


ſels, ay ein Ag 
There is a Third Part ftill remaining, but as in themſelves as Light and Dark. 

neſs; Thoſe are either the worſt, of the beſt of Men; The firſt are moſt rſons 
that have neither Eftates, Conſciences, nor Manners, yet are therefore icked out as 
the neceſlary men, and whoſe Votes will go 3 The chargesof their Elettions are de. 
frayed, whatever they amount to, Tables are kept for themat Whire Hal, and through Weſt 
minſter, that they may be ready at hand, within Call of a Queſtion: All of thern are receiy- 
ed into Penſion, and know their Pay-day, which they never fail of; Inſomuch that a 
Officer was pleaſed to ſay, That they came about him like ſo many —_ for Cheeſe, at the end 
of every Seſſion. If they be not inParliament, they muſt be in Priſon, and as they arePro. 
tected themſelves by Privilege, ſo they ſell their Proteftions to others, to the obſtruttion ſd 
many. years together of the Law of the Land, and the publick Juſtice; for theſe it is, that 
the long and frequent Adjournments are calculated ; but all, whether the Court, or the Mo- 
nopolizers of the Country Party, or thoſethat prophane the Title of Old Cavaliers, doc- 

ually, mo upon differing reaſons, like death apprehend a Diſſolution: But notwith- 
Grading theſe, there is an handful of Sal, a ſparkle Soul that hath hitherto preſerved 
this groſs Body from Putrefattion, ſome Gentlemen t e conſtant, inyariable, indeed En- | 
giſh men, ſuch asare above hopes, or fears, of diſſimulation, that can neirher flatter, nor be- 
tray their King, or Country : But being conſciousof their own Loyalty, and Integrity, pro- | 
ceed throngh good and bad report, to TSR theif Dury toGod, their Prince, 
and their Nation; although fo ſmall a ing in number, that men can ſcarce reckon or 
them more than a Qzorwm; Infomuch that ir is leſs difticult rg conceive how Fire was fir 
brought to light in the World, than how any good thing could ever be produced ont of af | 
Houſe of Commons ſoconſtituted, unleſs as that is imagined to have come from the ruſhing | 
of Trees, or battering of Rocks rogether, by accident, fo theſe by their claſhing with one | 
another, have ſtruck our anvſeful effect from ſo unlikely cauſes. But whatſoever caſual good 
hath been wrought at any time by the aſſimilation of ambitions, fattions, and phoned 
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Members, to the little,- but ſolid, and unbiaſed Party, the more frequent il! and 
conſequences of i unequal'a mixture, fo Jong continued, are demonſtrable and apparent. 
For while ſcarce any man comes thirher with reſpeCro the publick ſervice, but in deſign to 
| make, and raiſe his fortune, -it isnOt to be the Debauchery and Lewdneſs, which 
| upon occaſion of EleCtion to Parliaments, are now grown habitual thorow the Nation. $0 
that the Viceand Expence are riſento ſuch a prodigious height, that few ſober men can in- 

dure to ſtand to be choſen on ſuch conditions. From whence alſo ariſe Fends, and prrperach 
Animoſities over moſt of the Counties, and Corporations, while Gentlemen ot Worth, 
Spirit, and ancient Eſtates' and Dependances, ſee themſelves overpowered in their own 
Neighbourhood by the 'Drupkenneſs and Bribery of their Competirors. But if never- 
theleſs any worthy perſon chance to carry the Eleftion, ſore mercenary or corrupt Sheriff 
makes a double Return, ſo the Cauſe is handed to the Committee of Eleftions, who ask no 
better, but are ready to his A into the Houſe it he be not Legitimate. And 
if the Gentleman agrieved ſeek his againſt the in Weſtminſter-Hall, andthe 
racer = thar the Bench cammoet invent how to do boy orice yet the 
major part of the twelve Judges ſhall upon berter conſideration.yacate rhe Sherifts Fine, and 
reverſe the indpmants botthoſeof them that dare diſſent from their Brethren arein danger 
to be turned off the Bench withoutany Canſe affigned. While men rherefore care not thus, 
how they get into the Houſe of Commons, neither can it be expeCted that they ſhould make 

any conſcience of what they dothere, but they are only intent how ro reimburſe themſelyes 

( if their Eleftions were at their own charge) or how to bargain rheir Votes for a Place, or 

ws a Penſion. They liſt themſelves ſtraightways into ſome Court Faftion, and it is as well 
known among them, to what Lord each of them retain, aswhen formerly they wore Coats 

and Badges: By this long haunting ſo together they are grown too ſo familiar —_—— 

ſelves, that all reverence of their own y is loſt, rhar they live together not like Par- 
liament men, but like ſo many 'Good-Fellows, met her in a Publick Houſe to make 

merry. And which — ing ſo throoghly acquainted, they underſtand their 
Number and Party, ſothatthe -{o ick a Counſel is fruſtrated, there 00 gry for 
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deliberation, no perſwading by reaſon, but they can ſee one anothers Votes through both 
Throars and Crevars before! hear them. wy 

Where the Cards are fo well known, they are only fit for a Cheat, and no fair Gameſter 

but would throw them under the Table. 
+ Hereby ir is that their Houſe hath loſt all the ancient weight and authority, and being 
conſcious of their own guilt and weakneſs, darenot adventure, as heretofore, ghe 
ing of any man before the Lords, for the moſt hainons Crimes of State, and the moſt Pub- 
lick Miſdemeanours , upon which confidence it is, that the Confpirators have fo long pre- 
famed, and gone i mace For although the Conſpirators have ſometimes ( that this 
Houſe might appear {till neceſſary to the People, and ro make 'the money more glib ) yield- 
ed that even their own Names ſhould betolſed among them, and Grievances be,talked of, 
et at the ſame time they have beenfſo prevalent asto hinder any Effect, and if the Houſe has 
Emancipatcd itſelf beyond Inſtrudtions, then « A'ruoeagy + them with arions, fright- 
ing them with Difſlurten, aforting them with long, our, and Jour ms 
ments, now by ſuſpending, or diminiſhing their Penſions, again by increaſing rhem, 
ſomerimes by a ſcorn, and otherwhiles by a tavour,there hath a way been found to reduce them 

in under Diſcipline. All thefe things and & being c and how doubrfol a 
foot this Long Parliament now ſtood upon by this Jong Prorogation, there could not have been 
a more Legal or however no more wiſe and honeſt a thing done, than for both the Lords 
and Commons to have ſeparated themſelves, or have beſ bis Majeſty to that ſe, 
left the Conſpirators ſhould longer ſhelter and carry on their deſign eainl} rhe/Goverg, 
ment and Religion, under this w of Parliamentary Antberity. Bur it was otherwiſe or- 
dered, of which it is now time torelate the Conſequences. | 

The fonr Lords having thus been committed, it cannot properly be ſaid that the Houſe of 
Peers was thenceforward under the Goyernment of the Lord Frechwel, and the Lord Arun- 
del of Treriſe, but thoſe two noble Peers had of neceſſity no ſmall Influence upon the Counſels 
of that Houſe, ( having hoped ere rhjs to have made their way alfo into his Majeſties Privy 
Council ) and all things fell out as they could haye wiſhed, if under their own diretion. 
For moſt of them, who had been the moſt attive formerly in the Publick Intereſt, fate mute 
in the Houſe, whether, as is probable our of reverence to their two Perſons, and confidence 
in their wiſdom, they lefrall ro their Condutt, and gave thema general Proxy, or whether, 
as ſorve would have ir, they were ſullen at the Commitment of the four Lords, and by reaſon 
of 'rhat, or the Prorogation, began now to think the Parliament,” or their Houſe ro be Nen 
compos, But now therefore Doctor Cary, a Commoner, was brought to the Bar before them, 
and queſtion'd concerning awritren Book which it ſeems he had carried to be Printed;treating 
of the Wegality of this Prorogarion, and becauſe he ſatisfied them not in ſome 
ries, which no man would in common honour to others, or in ſelf 10n, 2s neither 
was he in Law bound to have anſwered, they therefore Finedhima pounds; under 
that new notion of Contempt, when noother Crime would do it; and ſentenced him eo con- 
tinve cloſe Priſoner in the Tower until . Yet the Comm were in ſo admirable 
good remper ( having been conjured by the charming Eloquence of the Lord ChancelJor, to 
avoida}ll miſunderſtanding between the two Houſes ) rhat there could no Member, or time 
be found in all the Seſſion, tooffer their Houſe his Perition, much le{$ would rhat breach vp- 
onthe whole Parliament, by impriſoningrthe Lords, for uſing their Liberty of their 
be entertained by them' upon motion, for” fear of entrenching gpon the pri of the 
Houſe of Peers, which it had been well for them if they had been as of formerly. 

One turther Inſtance of the Complexion of their Houſe, Cn may be ſufficient. 
One Maſter Harrinoron had before the Seſſion been committed cloſe Priſoner ( for that was 
nowrhe mode, as though rhe Earl oem mg 20pm not otherwiſe have kepr him cloſe 

) by Order of che King and'Council, the Warrant bearing for ſubornation of Perjury, 
tending to the Defamationof bis Majiſty,” anil bis Government, and for ng, 
be would not anſwer his Majeſty any Queſtion, which his Majeſty, "or vis Privy Cnencil ſhold ark him. 
As this Gentleman was along, to the Tower, he was ſodexterous as tyconvey imo a 
Friends Hand paſſitg by, a Blank Paper only with his name, thata Petition might be writren 
above it, to be d tothe Houle of Commons, without rejecting, for want, of bis own 
hand in che Subſcription. His Cafen the Wartam was thus. © 

He had met with two Scorch Soldiers in Town returned from Flanders, who complained 
that many of their Country men had in| Scorlend been ſeiſed by force, to be carried over into 
the French Service, ' had been detained inthe Publick Prifons till an opportunity to tranſport 
them ; were heaved on board faſt tyed and boond like malefattors, fome of them ſtruggling 
and conteſting it, were caſt into the Sea, or maimed, in conchnſion an intolerable yi 
and harbarity uſed tocompel them, andrhis near the Selion, of Parliament. Here- 
vpon this Gentleman conſidering how oft the Houſe of Commons had addreſſed to his Maj 
fty, and framed an Att for recalfing his Majelties Subjects our of the French Sctvice, asalſo 
that his Majeſty had iſſued his Proclamion ro the ſame purpoſe, thought he might do a good 
and acceptable thing in giving information of it ro rhe Houſe as time ſerved. But withall, 


knowing 
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knowing how witneſſes-might poſſibly be taken off, he, for his own greater ſecurity took 
theatbekena dlaber of Chancery, where they confirmed by Oath the Line things - had 
d him. But herevpon he was brought before his Majeſty, and the Privy Council, where 
e declared this matter, but being here asked by the Lord Chancellor ſome inſnaring and 
i per queſtions, he modeſtly, as thoſe that were by affirmed, deſired tobecxcaſed Hom 
wering hip further, butafter this, anſwered his Majeſty with humility and reſpe& 
to diyers Queſti This was the ſubornation of Perjury, this the Contempt to his 
Majeſty, for which he was made cloſe Priſoner. Upon his Petitionto the Houfe of Com- 
mons he was ſent for, and called in, where he is reported to have given a very clear account 
nd matter, _ 9 ot ns urmac/ pars at the One __ But of the two Scorch 
iers the one made hi jured withoug being ſuborned by Furrington, denying or 
miſrepreſchting to the Houſe what he had ſworn formerly. And the other, the honeſter 
Fellow it ſeems of the two, only was abſented. But however divers honourable Members of 
that Houſe atteſted voluntarily, that the'Soldiers had affirmed the ſame thing to them, and 
indeed the Truth of that matter is notorious, by ſeveral other Soldiers that lince came over, 
and by further account trom Scorland. Maſter Har-ingron alſo carryed himſelf towards the 
Houſe with that modeſty, that it ſcemed inſeparable from him: and much more in his Maje- 
ſties preſence, ſo that their Houſe was inclined, and ready to have concerned themſelyes for 
his Liberty. Rar Meier Seoroptany: Wing ſtood up, having been a principal Inſtrument 
in commurring hign and becauſe the other crimes rather deſerved Thanks and Comwendati- 
on, and the Warrant would not Juſtific it ſelf, he inſiſted upon his ſtrange demeanour toward 
his Majeſty,. deciphered his very looks, how truly it matters not, and but that his Maje | 
and the Houſererrained ſtill living Fleſhand Blood, it might have been imagined by his di 
courſe that Maſter Harrington had the head of a Gorgon. But this Story ſo wrought with, and 
amazed the Commons, Mr. Harrington found no redreſs, but might thank God that he 
eſcaped again into cloſe Priſon. It was thought notwithſtanding by moſt men that his 
looks might have palled any where but with a man of Sir Joſeph's delicacy. . For neither in- 
deed had Maſter Harringron ever the ſame opportunities that others had of pratiſing the 
Hocus Pocus of the Face, of Playing the French Scaramuccie, or of living abroad to learn how 
to make the Plenipotentiary Grimaſs for his Majeſty's Service. | 
And now to rather according to the coherence of the matters, than to the par- 


ticular Date of every days aftion. - By this good humour, and the Houſe being ſo free of 


the Liberty of their Fellow Commoners, it might be gueſſed that they would not be leſs li- 
beral of their mony this Seſlion. | | 
The Bill therefore for 600200 {. Tax for eighteen months towfrds the building and fur- 
niſhing of Ships eaſily paſſed without once dreaming any more of appropriating the Cuſtoms, 
For the Nation being y poſſeſſed by the Members with the defects of the Navy, 
and not conſidering at what neglect it the Houſe of Commons were very 
willing, and glad to take this occaſion, of confirming the Authority of their Sitting, and to 
y double the ſum that in the former Seſſions they had thought neceſſary towards the Fleet ; 
to hedge in, and. purchaſe their own continuance. And for the ſame purpoſe they 
I the At with ſo numerousa liſt of Commiſlioners, that it ſeemed rather a Regiſter or 
Muſter-Roll of the Nation, and that they raiſed the whole Kingdom to raiſe the mony. For 
who could donbt that they were ſtill a lawful Parliament, when ſaw ſo wany Gentle- 
mens names (. though by the Clerks hand only ) ſubſcribed to an At of their making? On- 
ly Mr. Seymoxr, the Speaker, would haye diminiſhed the number in his own Country. Forhe 
had entred into a Combination, that none ſhould ferye the King or their Country thorow 
Devonſhire, inany capaci naſty har Yd ys and therefore he highly inveighed 
gainſt mauy Gentlemen of the beſt Rank there, that ought him no homage, as iſ- 
affeCted, i wax, feats names ata Committee of the whole Houſe, before he heard them. 
But being checked in his carier, heJet fall the conteſt, with as much judgment and modeſty as 
he had begun it with boldneſs and indiſcretion. - | 
This Bull was not enough, but the Nation had hoped to be relieved from the Ad- 
ditional Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, whi Wy Fra nagpe had hooked them into, but was 
«Fo a 


now of courſe to expire the 24th of Zune, 1677. for ingit for three years 
more paſſed, them likewiſe with little Difficulty. gFor the late fear of Diſſolution was ſti 
fo frelh upon them, that they would continue any thing to buy their own Coutinuance, 
0; ap of : ri wer. of the —_ AR her lied 
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themſclves too much with Religion; the Lords preſented then wich too Bills of a vety good 
name, bur of aſtrange and nnheard of nature. The one intitled, An AF for ſecuring the 
Proteſt ant Religion by educating the Children of the Royal F amily, and providing for the continuance 
of 4 Prbreſt ant » The other, An At for the more effettnal Comvittion and Pr 

Popiſh Recuſunts. with theſe they ſeat down another for the further r of the 
Preſſes, and ſupprefling all unlicenſed Books, with clauſes moſt ſevere and gr = qr 
Subject, whereof one for breaking all Houſes whatſoever on ſaſpicion of any ſuch Pam- 
phler, whereby Malter L' Eſftranges Authority was much amplified to ſearch any other Houſe 
with the ſame liberty as he had Sir Thomas Dolemens. 

But as to thoſe two Bills of Religion, although they were of the higheſt conſequence that 
ever were offered in Parliament ſince Proteſt in ( and went out of faſhion = it is 
to be imagined, how indiſputable and cabe a e they found thotow the cof Peers, 
tothe Houſe of Commons; which mult be aſcribed to the great unanimity among them, af- 
ter the committing of the four Lords, and to the power of thoſe two noble Peers, their 
Adverſaries, which was now fo eſtabliſhed, that their ſenſe being once declared, the reſt 
ſcemed to yield theman Implicite Faith and Obedience; and they were now in ſuch Vogue, 
that whatſoever was {pokenor done any where abroad in perfeftion, with great weight and 
judgment, men ſaid it was Ala Fraicheville. Bur if gentily and acutely, A la Treriſe. 

hat latituled, An Att for the more «ffeitual Conviition and Proſecution of Popiſh Recuſants, is 
too long to be here inſerted, and the Fate it met with, makes it , for as ſocn as 
it was firſt read, a Gentleman of great worth and apprehenſion ſpake ſhort, but roundly, and 
thorow againlt it. | 

A ſecond immediately moved that it might not only be thrown out, bur with a particular 
mark of infamy. And it being without any more ado ready to be put tothe Queſtion, athird 
demanded that they ſhould ſtay a while to ſee whether thege were any one ſo hardy as to ſpeak 
a ward for it. Which no man offering at, it was forthwith rejefted with this cenſure added 
to the Journal. | | 

And becauſe the Body of the Bill was contrary to the Title, this unuſual ſentence of the 
Houſe of Commons, h excuſable by the Crimes of the Bill, yet was not to be juſtified 
by the Rules of Ent e between the two Houſes. But all men have hence rakef 
occaſion to accuſe the Lords Spiritual, as the Authors both of this Bill and the orher, it is 
neceſlary to inſert here the true Fatt in their juſt vindication. It was abovetwo years ago 
that a ſcle& Cabal of great Miniſters had been conſulting about Church marters, though it 
ſcldom happens ( nor did it in this inſtance) that the Stateſmen are more fortunate in med- 
dliong with Keligion, thanthe Churchmen with Government, but each marrs them with ram- 
pering out of their Proviaces. This only difference, that what FEctlefiaſtical _ nay 
, do by chance or conſequence, that harm the others commit on ſer purpoſe. For it was by 
theſe Politicians, that theſe two Cockarrice Eggs were layd, and by their affiduons incubation 
hatched. Ir is true indeed afterwards they took ſome few of the Biſbops into Communica- 
tion, and as it were for advice, upon what was before refolved. to make this Bill go 
the better down, they flattered them with the other, as wholly calculated forſooth to the 
Churches lntereſt.And by this means COEETIERE ſo far,that the Biſhops both there 
and in the Houſe leſs vigorouſly oppoted. the Biſhops wereeither rhe rivers or 
Promoters of the Bill, 15a ſcandalons falihood, and deviſed by the Authors to throw the Odi- 
am off from themſelves upon the Clergy, and ( the Bills that aimed at the rvine of the Church 
of England having miſcarried )) to compals the ſame end by this defamation. A fufficient 
warning to the Clergy, how to be intrigued with the'Stateſmeh: for the future; «+ 
The ſecond Bill follows : 

Proteſtant Religion, by renin Children of the Royal F amn- 
no for the continuance of a ant b 
; Religion, A _ of God hath beeri 
happily Eſtabliſhed in this Realm, and isat preſent ſuffici ſecured by his Majefties 
known Piety and Zeal for the 10N , may remain fecnre in all fururetitnes. 
Be it Enacted by the King's moſt Excellent Maj » Oh and with the advice and conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons tn this Parliament Aﬀembled, and by the 
inniey <2 my S__ ——— — is, fo or nw 
grant a proſperous Reign, upon \{c of any other or QueenReg- 
nant, thee hall horeakier hear be Imperial Crown of this Realm, the Archie , and all 
and every the Biſhops of England and Wales, forthe time being, as ſhall not be difabled by 
Sickneſsor other Infirmity, ſhall within forty days next after ſuch Demiſe, repair to Lamberh 
Houſe, and beingithere aſſembled, to the number of nine ar leaſt; ſhall cauſe to be there in- 
groſſed in Parchment the Oath and Declaration following: 

I King or Queen of England, . do Declare and Swear, that I do belive that 
there is not any Tranſubſt antiation in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, or in the Elemenits of Bread 
and Wine, ator after the Conſecration thereof by any perſon whatſoever. So help me God. 

Which Blank ſhall be filled up with the Chriſtian Name of ſuch King or Queen : And 

: | | thereupon 
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thereppon the Prelates ſo Aſſembled, ſhall without delay repair to the perſons of ſuch ſuc- 
ceeding King or Queen Regnant, andin humble manner tender:the faid Oath or Declara- 
tion, to be taken by ſuch fucceeding King ox Queen Regnant, which they are hereby autho- 
riſed to Adminiſter, and ſballabide inor near the Court by the fpace of fourteen days, and 
ar convenient time, as often as-conyeniently they-may, they ſhall appear inthe preſence of 
ſuch King and Queen ready to receive Commands for Adminiitring the laid Oath and Declara- 
tion, Which if 1uch ſucceeding King and: Queen ſhall make and ſubſcribe in the preſence of 
them, or ay nine or more of them, they ſhall atteſt the doing tliereof, by ſubſcribing their 
Names to a Certificate, Indorſed upon the laid Indorſment, and carry the fame into the high 
. Court of Chancery there ta be ſafely depoſited amongſt the Records of the ſaid Conrt. And 
if ſuch King or Queen Reguaat ſhall refuſe, or-omit to make and ſubſcribe the ſaid Oath and 
Declaration for the ſpace of fourteen daysafter ſuch humble'render made in manner afore- 
ſaid, the ſaid Prelates may depart fromthe Court without any turther attendance on this oc- 
calion. Bur if atany timeafrerward ſuch King or noe ſhalt be pleaſed to take and ſubſcribe 
the ſaid Oath and Declaration, and ſhallſignifie ſuch pleature ro the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, 
or any nine or more of them, the ſaid Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, or ſuch-nine, or more of 
them are hereby Authoriſed and required forthwith to Adminiſter the ſame, and to atteſt 
'and certihie the ſame in manner aforeſaid. . | 
And be it further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any ſucceeding King or 
Qucen Regnant ſhall refuſe, or omit to make ſuch Oath and Declaration, within the time \ 
therefore limited, the ſame having been tendered in manner aforeſaid, 6r there ſhall be any i 
Let, Obſtruttion, or Hindrance whatſoever, to their making the ſaid tender in manner a- 
forelaid, they arc hereby enjoyned and tequired ro indorſe upon the ſaid Indorſement ſuch re- 
fuſal or omiilion, or any obſtruction, let or hindrance that ſhali happen to them, whereh 
they arenot able to makethe ſaid tgnder according to the Act, and atteſt the ſame by ſubſcrt- 
bing their uames thereunto, and carry the ſame into the high Court ot Chancery, there to he 
'fafcly depolited in manner aforeſaid, and if any the ſaid perions hereby SO to make che 
faid tender, ſhall neglect or refuſe to do the ſame, or incaſe of any refuſal, or omiſſion of 
wakifg the ſaid Oath and Declaration,or incaſe of any obſtruction or hindrance to the making 
of the laid tender, ſhall refuſe or negle&tto makecertificate thereof in manner aforeſaid, that 
the Arch-Biſhoprick orBiſhoprick of the perion or perſons fo” refuſing,” ſhall he Ipſo Fatto, 
yoid, as if he or theywerenaturally Dead, and the ſaid Perſon or Perſons ſhall be incapable, 
during, his or their Liteor Lifes, of that, or any other Eccleliaſtical Prefermer# þ 
And be it further Enacted, That if any King or Queen Regnant, at the time when the Im- 
perial Crown of this Realm ſhall deyolve, ſhall he under theage of fourteen years, and that 
upon his ar her attaining the ſaid age of fourtcen years, the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops ſhall, 
and arc upon the like penalties hereby cnjoyned, within fourteen days next after ſuch attain 
ing to the ſaid Age, to allemble at the ſaid place, and thereupon to do'and perform all 
things in preparing and tendring the {aid Oath and Declaration, and making certificate of 
the taking br omillion thereof, that are required by this Act to be doneupon the demjſeof 
any King or Queen Regnant, 3" of Be - 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That until any ſucceeding King or 
Qucen Regnant ſhall make the {aid Oath and Declaration, in manner aforeſaid, ſuch reſpett- 
ive King or Queen thall not grant, confer, or diſpoſe of any Arch-Biſhoprick or any Biſho- 
prick in Enzland or Wales, otherwiſe than inmanner following, that is toſay, within ſeven 
days after the Vacancy of any Biſhoprick or See, ſhall be known to the Arch-Biſhop of Cn- 
turbury for the time being, he ſhall and is hereby required to ſend forth aSummons in Writ. 
ting to all the Prelates in England and Wales, requiring them'to meet at a certain convenient 
time and place, to be appointed by the Summons, to conſult concerning the nomimation of 
fit perſons for the ſupply of that Vacancy. And in cafe of Vacancy of the Arch-Biſhoprick 
of Camerbury, the Arch.Biſhop of York, for the time being. And if that See ſhall be alſo 
vacant, ſuch Prelateof the-Realm, as by the Srarare of 41. #.8. onght't&have place before 
the reſt in Parhament; ſhall and are hereby required to iſive forth the ſaid Summons, and at 
the ſaid timeand place, 10 appointed, in mainer aforeſaid, the Prelates then afſembled, be- 
ing ſeven at the ,. or the major: partof them, ſhall by writing under their Hands and 
Seals, nominate three perſons, natural |born Subjects of the King, and in holy Orders, for 
the ſupplying of the ſaid Vacancy, and to be placed in ſuch Order as the ſaid Prelares ſo af- 
ſembled, or the mayor part of them ſhall think fir, without regard to digniry, antiquity, or 
any other form, which Writing ſhall be preſented ro the King, who may therenopon ap- 
point one of the three perſons ſo to be named, 30 ſucceed in the ſaid Vacancy. And the per- 
{on ſo appointed or choſen, ſhall by due formof Law, according to the courſe now uſed, be 
made Biſhop of that See. Bur if in 30 days after ſuch preſentment of ſuch Names, the 
King or- Queen Regnant ſhall not Elect or appoint which of the ſaid three perſons ſhall fuc- 
cced in the ſaid vacant See; or if after ſuch Eleftion or appointment there ſhall be any ob- 
ſtrution in preſſing of the uſual Inſtruments and formalities of Law, in order to his Conſe: 
cration, then ſuch perſon, whoſe Name ſhall be firſt written 1n the faid Inſtrument of nomi- 
nation, 
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- pation, if there beno Eleftion or appointment made by the King within the time aforeſaid, 
ſhall be the Biſhop of the vacant See. Andit there be an EleCtion or appointment made, then 
the perſon; ſo appointed ſhall-be the Biſhop of the vacant See. } And the Arch-biſhop of the 
Province wherein the ſaid vacancy ſhall be, or ſuch other perſon or perſons, who ought by his 
Majeſties Ecclchaltical Laws to Confecrate theſaid Biſhop, (hallvupon reaſonable demand, and 
arc hereby required to make Conſecration accordingly up9n- pain of forfeiting trible dama- 
ges and coſts to the party 'grieved, to be recovered many of his Majeſties Courts at Weſt mir- 
ftexr. And immediately alter ſuch Contecration, the perſon fo conlecrated, ſhall be, and is 
hereby Enacted to. be complete Bithop of the ſaid vacant See, and is hereby veſted in rhe 
Temporalitics 6f the ſaid Biſhoprick, and in aftual poſlcihon thereof, to ail intents and pur- 
poſes, and ſhall have a Scat and Place in Parliament, as if he had by due forms of Law been 
made Biſhop, and had the Temporalitics reſtored unto him 'and in cale the perſon fo firſt 
named inthe faid ln/trument of Nomunation, or the perſon ſq EleCted by the King or Queen 
Regnant, ſhall then be a Biſhop, fo that no Conſecration be requilite, then immediately at- 
terdefaulrt of EleCtion or appointment by the King, or immediately after ſuch EleQtion or 
appointment, if any ſhall be made within the ſaid time, and any ObſtruCtions in preſſing the 
Initruments and Formalities in Law, in ſuch cales uſed; the Biſhop 1o firſt Named or Elected 
and appointed, hall thereupon, p/o fatto, be tranſlated, aud becoine Biſhop of that Sce, to 
which he was ſanominated and appointed, and ſhall be, and is hereby veltediathe Tempo- 
ral.ties andaCtual polleſiion thereot to all intents and purpoſes, and ſhall bave his Sear and Place 
in Parliamentaccordingly, and his former See [nall become vacant, as it he had been by due 
Forms of Law choſen & confirmed into the fame & had the Temporalicies reſtored unto him. 

And be it further Enacted, T hat until the making the ſaid Oath and Declaration in man- 
neraforeſaid, the reſ{pettive ſucceeding Kings and Queens that ſhall not have madeand fuh- 
(cribed the ſame, ſhall not grant or diſpolcot any Deangy, or Arch-Deaconry, Prebendary, 
Maſterſhipot any College, Parſonage, Vicaridge, or any Ecclefialtical Benehce or Promoti- 
vn whatioever, toany other perion, bur ſuch perſon as ſhall be nominated for the ſame, nn!0 
the ſaid King or Queen Regnant, by the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, or Guardiaus of the Spi- 
ritualties of the {aid Arch-biſhoprick, for the time being, if the ſame be within the Province 
of Canterbury, and by the Arch-biſhoprick of Tok, or Guardians of rhe Spiritualities of the 
ſaid Arch-biſhoprick for the time being, it the ſame be within the Province of Tok, by wri- 
ting under their reſpective Handsand Scals, and in caſe any ſuch as ſhall be accordingly nomi- 
nated, ſhall not be able to obtain Preſentation or grant thereof within 30 days, next a'ter 
ſuch nomination, then the ſaid perſon ſhall and may, and is hereby enabled, by force ot the 
{aid nomination, to require laſtitution and Induction from ſuch perſon and perſons unto whom 
it ſhall belong to grant the ſame, who ſhall accordingly make Inſtitution and. lnduCtion, as if 
the ſaid perſon were lawtully prefented by the ſaid King or Queen Regnant, upon pain to for- 
feit to the party grieved, trible damages and coſts, ro be recovered inany of his Majzlt ics 
Courts at Weſtminſter ; and in caſes where no Inſtitutionor [nduction is requilitethe ſaid per- 
ſon ſo nominated, from and after the end of the faid 30days, ſball be, and is hereby actual. 
ly veſted inthepoſlallion of ſuch Deanry, Arch-Deaconry, Prebendary, Maſterſhip, Recto- 
Ty, Parionage, or Vicarage, Donative, or other Eccleſiaſtical Benfice ori Promotion, and 
ſhalj be full and abſolute Proprietor and Incumbent thereof, to all lntents and Purpoſes as if hc 
had obtained pollcſlton thereof upon a legal grant by the ſaid King or Qneen Regnant, and 
proceeding thereupon in dne formof Law. 

Provided always and be it Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may be 
lawful for the Lord High Chancellor of or the Lord Keeper of the great Scal of 
En:land, for the time being, to pals preſ@Mtions or granrs, to any Ecclefialtical Benefice, 
under value in the King's Gift, in ſuch maaner as hath been accuſtomed, any thing in this 
preſent Act to the contrary — LY -i3- 

_  Andbeit further Enacted, That during ſuch times any King or Queen Regnant; ſhall be 
under the faid fourteen years, no perſon that ſhall be Lord ProteQtor, or Regent of this 
Realm, during ſuch minority, ſhall in any wiſe, cither in the name of the King or Queen Reg- 
.nant, or in his own name grant, confer, or diſpoſe of any Arch«biſboprick, Biſhoprick, Dea- 
nary, Prebendary, Maſterſhip of any College, Parſonage, Vicarage, or other Eccleſiaſtical 
. Benefice or Promotion whatſnever, but the ſameſhall be diſpoſed of in manner abovemention- 
ed, during ſuch minority, until ſuch Lord Protector or Regent ſhall make aud ſubſcribe the 
ſaid Oath and Declaration, (mutatis mutandis ) betpre ſuch-nine or more of rhe (aid-Prelates, 
as he ſhall call to Adminiſter the ſameunto him, which Oath and Declaration they are here- 
by anthoriſed and required to adminiſter, under the penalties aforeſaid, when they ſhall be 
called thereuaro by ſuch Lord Protettor or Regent, for the time being. 
And beit further Enatted, That the Children of ſuch facceeding King or Queen Regnant, 
that ſhall not have made and ſubſcribed the Oath and Declaration in manner atoreſaid, (x! 
from their reſpective Ages of ſeven years, until the reſpective Ages of fourteen years, to hc 
| under the care and government of rhe Arch-biſhops of Canterbury and York, and Biſhop of 
London, Durbam and Wincheſter, for the time being, who are hereby enjoyned and required to 
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takecare, that they be well Inſtruted and Educated in the true Proteſtant Religion, as it is 
Eſtabliſhed by Law, and to the Intent that the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, for the time be- 
ing, may effeQually have the Care and Government of ſuch Children, according to the true 
intent of this Law; Be it Ena&ted, That after any ſuch Children ſhall have attained their re. 
ſpective Ages of fourteen years, no perſon 1hall have, enjoy, bear and execute any Office, 
Service, Imployment , or place of Attendment relating to their perſons, but ſach as 
ſhall be approved of in writing under the Hands and Seals of the ſaid Arch-biſhops and Bi- 
ſhops in being, or the mayor part of ſuch of them as are there in being. And if any perſon 
ſhall take upon him to Executeany ſuch Office, Service, Imployment or Place of Attendance, 
contrary tothe true intent and meaning of this Act, he tall forteit the ſum of 1001. for eye- 
ry month he ſhall ſo Execute the ſame, to be recovered by any perſon that will ſue for the 
ſame inany Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any of his Majeſties Courts at 
Weſtminſter ; ſhall ao ſuffer Impriſonment for the ſpace of ſix months, without Bayl or Main- 

IZC. 
yp And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat no perſon born within this 
Realm, or any other of his Majeſtics Dominions, being a Popiſh Pricſt, Deacon or Eccleſraſti- 
cal Perſon, made, or deemed, or profelled by any Authority or Juriſdiction derived, chal- 
tenged, or pretended from the See of Rome, or any Jeſuit whatſoever ſhall be allowed to at- 
rend the perſon of the Queens Majeſty that now is, or any Queen Conſort, or Queen Dowa- 
ger, that ſhall be hereafter, whilſt they are within his Realm, or by pretence of ſuch ſervice, 
or any other matter, ſhall be Exempted from the-penal Laws already made againſt tuch perſons 
coming into being or remaining in this Kingdom, but ſhall be, and are hereby lyable to the 
utmoſt ſeverity thereof. 

Provided always, That it ſhall and may be lawful for Maſter John Huddleſton, being one of 
the Qneens Majcſties Domeſtick Servants, to attend her laid Majelties Service, any thing is 
this Act orany other Law to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

And be it further Enacted, That after the Death of the Queens Majeſty, to whom God 
granta long and happy life, all Lay-perſons whatſoever, born within this Realm, or any 0- 
ther of his Majeſties Dominions, that ſhall be of the Houſhold, or inthe Serviceor Employ- 
ment of any ſucceeding Queen Conſort, or Queen Dowager, ſhall do and perform all things 
in a late ACt of this Parliament, Entituled, Az Att for preventing Dangers which may happen 
from Popiſh Recuſants : required to be done and performed by any perſon that ſhall be admit- 
red intothe Service or Employment of his Majeſty, or bis Royal Highneſs the Duke of York , 
which if they ſhall neglect or refuſe.to do and perform, and nevertheleſs, after ſuch Refuſal 
ſha'l execute any Office, Service or Employment under any ſucceeding Queen Conſort, or 
Queen Dowager, every perſon ſooffendiog, ſhall be liable to the ſame penaltics and difabili- 
ties, as by the ſaid Act are or may be inflicted upon the breakers of that Law, provided al- 
ways, Thatall and every perſon or perſons, that ſhall by vertue ot this Act, have or claim 
any Arch-biſhoprick, Biſhoprick, Deanry, Prebendary, Parſonage, .Vicarage, or Eccleſi- 
aſtical Benefits, with Cure or without Cure, ſhall be, and is hereby enjoyned, under the like 
peralties and diſabilities, to doand perform all things whatfoever,which by Law they ought 
to have done, if they had obtained the ſame, and by the uſual courſe and form of Law, with- 
out the helpand benefit of this Act. | 

And heit further Enated, That all and every Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, appointed by this 
Act to aſlemble upon the Demile of his Majeſty, or any other King or Queen Regnant, inor- 
der to repair and make humble tender of the Oath and Declaration aforementioned, to a 
ſacceeding King or Queen, be bound by this Act to adminiſter the ſame, ſhall before Crack 
Tender and Adminiſtration thereof, and are hereby required to adminiſter the ſame Oath 
and Dcclaration, to one another, which ſuch of the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, at any time aſ- 
ſ-mbled as by the Statute 3 1. H. 8. ought to have precedence of all the reſt of them that 
ſhall be ſo aſſembled, is hereby authoriſed and required to adminiſter to the reſt of them, 
and the next in order to ſuch Prelates, is hereby authoriſed and required to adminiſter the 
fame to him, and the ſame Oath and Declaration being Engroſled in another piece of Parch- 
ment, they and every of them are hereby enjoyned to ſubſcribe their names to the ſame, 
and toreturn the ſame into the High Court of Chancery, hereafter with their Certificate, 
which they are before by this At appointed to make. And it any of the ſaid Arch-biſhops 
or Biſhops, ſhall be under the ſame penalties, forteitures and dilabilities, as are hercby ap- 
pointed for ſuch Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, as neglect or retuſe ro make any tender of the 
{aid Oathand Declaration, to any ſucceeding King or Queen Regnant. 

And beit further Enafted, That the Arch-biſhopof Carterbury, or Arch-biſhop of York, 
or ſuch other Biſhopto whom it ſhall belong to iſſue forth Summons to all the Biſhops of En- 
etand and Wales, requiring to meet andconlvit concerning the Nomination of fit pertons, fus 
che ſupply of any Arch-biſhoprick or Biſhoprick, according to this Act, ſhall make the ſaid 
Summons in ſuch manner that the time therein mentioned for the meeting the ſaid Arch biſhops 
and Biſhops ſhall not be more than forry days diltinCt from the timg of the Debate, and Iflue- 
ing out of the ſaid Summons. ah 
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And be it further Enated, That in caſe any perſon intitled by this At, doth demand 
Conlecration, un order to make him Biſhop of- any vacant See in manner aforeſaid, ſhall de- 
mand the ſame of the Arch-bithop of the Province, and fuch Arch-biſhop that ſhall neglect, 
or refuſe to do the ſame, cither by himſelf or by others Commiſſioned by him,by the ſpace of 
thirty days, that then ſuch Arch-biſhop ſhall over and belides the trible Damages, tothe party 
before appointed, forfeit the ſum of 1coo/l. troany perſon that will ſue for the ſame, in any 
of his Majeſties Courts at Weſtminſter by Action of Debt,Bill, Plaine, or Information, where- 
inno Eſſoyn, ProtcCtion, or Wager of Law ſhall be allowed. And being thereof lawfully 
convicted, his Arch-biſhoprick ſhall thereby become, :ipſo fats, void as if Ne were naturally 
dead, and he ſhall be, and is hereby made uncapable and diſabled to hold, have, receive the 
ſame, or any other Biſhoprick, or Eccleſiaſtical Benefice whatſoever. | 

And be it further Enafted, That after ſuch neglect or refuſal by the ſpace of thirty days 
after demand, to make ſuch Conſecration, or in caſe of the vacancy of the Arch-biſhoprick, 
ſuch Biſhop of the faid Province, for time being, who by the Statute of 31. ZH. 8: 
ought to have Preſidents of all the reſt, calling to his aſliſtance aſufficient number of Bi- 
hops, whoare likewiſe required to aſſiſt at ſuch ture and place as he ſhall thereunto appoint, 
ſhall, and is hereby required, upon reaſonable demands, to make ſuch Conſecration which 
ſhall be good and effectual in Law, as if the ſaid Biſhops were thereunto authorized, ard em- 
powered by Commiſſion from ſuch Arch-biſhop, or any other perſon, .or perſons, having 
authority to grant Commillion for the doing the tame, 

And be it further Enatted, That the ſaid Biſhops and every of them are hereby enjoyned 
and required to perform the ſame, upon painof forfeiting, upon any negle&t or refuſal , 
trible damages to the-party grieved, to be recovered with Coſts, in any of his Majeſtics 
Courts of Recurd at Weſtminſter, as alſo the ſum of 10001. ro any perſon that will ſue for the 
{ame, in any of his Majeſties Courts at Weſtminſter, by ary action of Debt, Bill, Plaiat or In+ 
formation, wherein no Eſloyn, ProteCtion, or Wager of Law ſhall be allowed; and _ 
lawfully convitted of any ſuch neglect or refvfal, his or their Biſhoprick that ſnail be 
convicted, ſhall become, ſo fatto, void, as1if he or they were naturally dead, and he or 
they are hereby made incapable, and diſabled to have, hold, or receive the ſame, or a- 
ny other O_ or any other Eccleſiaſtical Benefice whatſoever. 


Yet [this Notorious Bill had not the ſame accident with the firſt, but was redd a ſe- 
cond time, and committed; wherein their Houſes: curioſity ſeems to have led them,aather 
than any fatisfaCtion they had inthe matter, orhope of amendingit, for it died away, the 
Committee diſdaining, or nor daring publickly to enter upon it, ſome indeedhavying, as is 
ſaid, once attempted it in private, and provided R.S. a fit er for the Chairman, but 
werediſcovered. And thus let theſe two Bills perifh like unſ leand monftruons Births, 
but the Legitimate Iſlueof the Conſpirators, and upon the hopes of whoſe growth they had 
built the ſucceſſion of their Projects. _ | 

Henceforward another Scene opens: The Houſe of Commons thorow the whole remain- 
der of this Seſſion, falling in with ſome unanimity and great vigour againſt the Frexcb Coun- 
ſels. Of which their Proceedings it were caſie toallign the intimate Cauſes; but they 
having therein alſo afted according to the Publick late we will be glad to ſuppoſe it - 
to have been their only Motive. That buſineſs having occaftoned many weighty Debates in 
their Houſe, and frequent Addreſſes to his Majeſty, deſerves a ryore particular account. 
Nor hath it been difficult to recover it, moſt of them being unwilling to forget anything they 
have ſaid to the purpoſe, but rather ſeeking to divulge what they think was bravely ſpoken ; 
and that they may be theugbt dmedats ctmmagaing where they cannotbe diſproved, 
other mans 10n totheir own Honour. 

March the 6th, 1676, the Houſe being reſolved into a Committee of the whote Houſe to 
conn of Crpammens uns < 

4 Committee be appointed to prepare an Addreſs, to ent unto bis Majeſty the er of the 
Power of France, and to teſts that bus Majeſty by ſb Alhiances as be kk rk ſecure 
_- Kingdoms, and quiet the fears of his People, and for preſervation of the Spamiſh Nether- 

$. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, W Ns 

W/E your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjedts, the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes in Parliament A(. 
ſembled, find our ſelves Obliged in duty and faithfulneſs to your Majeſty, and in d1- 
charge of the Truſt repoſed in us, by thoſe whom we repreſent, Maſt humbly to Offer to yolir Maje- 
ſtics conſideration, that the minds of , your People are mach d:ſquieted, with the Manifeſt dangers ari- 
ſing to your Majeſty by the Growth and Power of the FrenchKing , Eſpecially . Av acquiſition al- 
ready made, and the further progreſs like to be made by him, in the Spaniſh Netherlands, m the pre- 
ſervation and ſecurity a humbly Concerve the Intereft of yoar Majeſty, and the jofer of 
ame 
your 


your People are, highly concerned ; .and therefore we moſt humbly beſec your Majeſty to take the 
mto your Royal Care, and to ſtrengthen your ſelf with ſuch ftrifter Alliances, as may ſecure 
Majeſties Kingdoms, and ſecure and preſerve the ſaid Spaniſh Netherlands, and thereby quiet the 
Minds of your Majeſties People. K This 


[34 ] 


This Addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty the 165 of arch, and his Majeſties Anſwer 
was Reported to the Houſe of Commons, by Mr. Speaker, the 157 of Merch : which was thus, 

That his Majeſty was of the Opinion of his two Houſes of Parliament; That the Pre- 
ſervationof Flanders was of great conſequence; and that he would uſe all means in his power 
for the ſafety of his Kingdoms. 

A motion was therefore made for a ſecond Addreſs upon the ſame ſubjet, on Awnday, 
March 26 ; which here followeth. 6.4 


May it pleaſeyour Majeſty, | 
E your Majeſties moſt loyal Subjetts, the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes in Parliament AF. 
ſembled, do with unſpeakgble Foy and Comfort, preſent our humble thanks to your Majeſty, for 
your Majeſties gracious acceptance of our late Addreſi, and that your Majeſty was pleaſed in your 


Princely Wiſdom to expreſs ur Concurrance and Opinion with your two Houſes in reference tothe © 


Preſervation of the'Spaniſh 

And we do with moſt earneſt and repeated deſires implore 6 Majeſty, That you would be pleaſed 
20 take timely tare to prevent thoſe dangers that may ariſe to theſe Kingdoms by the great prager of the 
French King, and the Progreſs be dayly makes in thoſe Netherlands and other places, : 

And therefore that your Majeſty would not defer the entring into ſuch Alliances. as may obtain thoſe 
ends, and incaſe it ſhall happen, that in purſuance of ſuch Al:ances, your Majeſty ſpould be engaged 
in aWar with the French King, we do hold, our ſelves obliged, and do with all humility and chearſul- 
neſs aſſnre your Majeſty, That we your moſt loyal Subjetts ſhall always be ready upon your ſronifica- 


tion thereof in Parkament, fully, and from time to time, to aſſiſt your Majeſty with ſuch Aids and” 


Supplies as, ey. ance, may enable your Majeſty to proſecate the ſame with ſucceſs. 
"as a do moſt offer to your Majeſty as the unanimous ſenſe and bras: _ whole 
Kingdem. 
s March 40, 1677. ; Th 
TI: wasalledged againſt this Addreſs, that to preſs the King to make further Alliances with 
the Confederates againſt the French King, was incffect to preſs him toa War, that being 
the direct and unavoidable Conſequence thereof. | 

That the Conſideration of War was moſt proper for the King, who had the Intdligence of 
Foreign Aﬀairs, and knew the Arcana Imperi. 

That it was adangerovus thing haſtily to incite the King toa War. 

That our Merchant-Ships and Effefts would be preſently ſeiſed by the French King within 
his Dominions, and thereby he wovld acquire the value of, it may be, near a million to en- 
able himto maintain the War againſt us. 

- Thathe would fall upon our Plantations, and take, plunder and annoy them: 

That he would ſend out abundance of Capers, and take and diſturb all our Trading Ships 
in theſe Seas, and the Meabterranean. 

That we had not ſo many Ships of War as he, and thoſe thirty which were to be built with 
the 6000001. now given, could not be finiſhed in two years. 

That we had not Naval Stores and Ammunition, &&c. ſufficient for ſuch a Purpoſe, and if 
we had, yet the Seaſonof the. Year was to0 far advanced to ſet out a conſiderable Fleet: and 
wecould not now lay in Beef, Pork, cc. 

That when we were engagedin a War, the Darch would likely flip Collar, leave us in the 
War, and fo gain to themſelves the ſingular advantage of fole trading in Peace,which is the 
Privilege we now enjoy, and ſhould not be weary of. 

That it was next to Impoſlible, to make Alliances with the ſeveral parties as might be ex. 
peCted, ſuch and ſo various were the ſeveral Intereſts and Croſs-bidfles, of and amongſt the 
Emperor, the Spaniard, the Dane, the Datch, the Brandenburgh, and the ſeveral leſier Princes of 
Germany, and others. { 

' That we might eaſily enter.into a War, but it would be hard to find the way ovt of it, and 
a long War would be deſtructiveto vs; for though the Emperor, French, Spaniard, &c. uſe to 
maintain War for many years, yet a Trading Nation as Englendis, could not endure a long- 


winded War. 
| | On the other ſide, it was ſaid, , a 

That they did not Addreſs for making War bfit making Leagues, which might be a means 

to prevent War. 
at the beſt way to preſerve Peace, was to be in a preparation for War. 

That admitting a War ſhould enſue thereupon, as was not unlikely, yet that would tend to 
our peace and ſafety in concluſion; for it muſt be agreed., that- if the power of France 
were not requced, and brought to a more equal Ballance with its Neighbours, we muſt fight 
or ſubmit firſt or laſt. 

That it was commonly the Fate of thoſe that kept themſelyes Neutral, when their Neigh- 
bours were at War, to become a prey to the Conqueror. . 

That now or never was the Critical Seaſon to make War upon the French, whilſt we may 
have ſo great auxiliary conjunction; and if it were a dangerous and formidable thing to En- 

counter 
Ll 


% | 


[35 |] 


counter himnow, how much more would it be ſo when this Opportunity was loſt, the Con- 
federacy diſbanded, a Peace made on the other ſide of the water, and we left alone to with- 
ſtand him lingle. , 

That as to his ſciſing our Merchants Effefts, the Caſe was ( the ſame and ) no other now 
than it would be three years hence, or at any time whenſoever the War ſhall commence. 

That as to our Plantations and our Traders, we muſt conſider, though the French was 
Powerful, he was not Omnipotent, and we might as well defend themas the Durch do theirs 
by Guards, Convoys, Cc#c. and chiefly when the French have ſo many Enemies, and we ſhall 
have ſo many Friends, as-no other times is like to afford. 

That they were ſorry to hear we had not Ships, Stores, &c. equal to the French, and to our 
Occaſions, and hoped it would appear to be otherwiſe. 

That the Seaſon was not ſo far ſpent, but that a Competent Fleet might be ſet cut this Sum- 
mer, and that however Deficient we might be in this kind, the Durch were forward and ready 
to make an effectual Supplement in that behalf. 

That howſoever ill and falſe fome men might eſteem the Durch, yet Intereſt will net le, 
and it is ſo much their Intereſt to confine and bring down the French, that it isnot to be ap- 
prehended, but they will ſteadily adhere to every Friend, and every Alliance they ſhall joyn 
with for that purpoſe. 

That however crols and diverſe the ſeveral Confederates and their Intereſts were, yet a 
common Alliance may be made with them againſt the French, and as well as they have allyed 
themſelves together, as well may the Alliance b& extended to another,to be added to them, 
viz. the King of England. VG 

That a Numerous and Vizorous Conjantion againſt him is the way to ſhorten the work, 
whereas if he ſhould hercafter attack us lingly, he would continue the War on us as long as he 
plcaſed, till he pleaſed ro make an end of it and us together, by our final deſtruction. 

Thar if now we ſhould negle(t to make Alliances, we had no cauſe to expett to have one 
Friend, when thc French ſhould make Peace beyond Sea, and ſingle us out for Conqueſt ; for 
all that are conjoyncd againſt the French are provoked and difobliged by reafon of tie 
great number of E»gliſh, Scorch and Triſh which have ſerved, and do ſtill ſerve the French, 
and it was proved atthe Bar of this Houſe within this fortnight, That 1000 men were leyy- 
ed in Scorland, and fent to the French Service in January laſt, and ſome of them by force and 

reſſing. 
n Allo that it was underſtood and reſented, that we had mainly contributed to this over- 
n Greatneſs of the French, by ſelling Duirk:rk;,. that ſpecial Key and Inlet of Flanders, 
by making War on the Durch, in 1665. Wherenpon the Frexch Joyned with the Durch, un- 
der which ſhelter and opportunity the French King laid the Foundation of this Great Fleet he 
now hath, buying then many Great Ships of the Durch, and —_— many others: as to 
which, but for that occaſion, the Durch would have denyed and hindred him, by not ob- 
ſerving the Tripple League, and by onr making a Joynt War with the French againſt the 
Dwtch, in which the French yct proceeds and triumph. So that in this reſpett we have much 
toredeem and retrieve. 

That enmity againſt the Frexch was the thing wherein this divided Nation did unite, and 
this occaſion was to be laid hold on, as an opportunity of moment amoneſt our ſelves. 

Thatthe bent and weight of the Nation did lean this way, and that was a ſtrong Induce- 
ment and argument to incline their Repreſentatives. bg 

That it had been male appear, and that in Parhiamerrt, that upon the Ballance of the French 
Trade, this Nation was detrimented yearly gocooo!. or a Million, the value of the Goods 
Imported from France; annually ſo mnch exceeding that of the Goods Exported hence thither, 
wherehy it is evident, that ſuch a ſumof the Treaſure and Mony of the Nation was yearly 
exhauſted and carryed into France, and allthis by unneceſlary Wines, Silks, Ribbons, Fea- 
thers, cc. The ſaving and retrenching of which Expence and Exhauſtion, will ina.great 
degree ſerve to maintain the Charge ot a War. 

the preſent was the beſt time for the purpoſe, and that this would give Reputation to 
the Confederates, and Comfort and Courage to our beſt Friends immediatUly, and lafery ro 
our ſelves in futurity, againſt the 01d perperical Enemy of England. 

The ſecond Addreſs was preſented to his Majeſty, March 30; and rill April 11, they re- 
ccived no Anſwer. Inſomuch that it became donbrful, whether the Morly Bill would be ac- 
ceÞþted or no, andif the Commons made any difficulty in paſſing them, unleſs they were firſt 
ſecured againſt the French Intereſt, it ſeemed that the ſupply would be rejected by the Conſpi- 
rators good will; andrhart even the building of Ships, how necetlary foever, might rather 
have been reſpitcd again, as it had in former Seffions, and for the whole long Provorarion. Bar 
their Houſe was far from ſuch Obſtinacy. And the news being come of the taking both of 
V alenciemes and Sr. Omers, with the defeat of the Prince of Orance at Afortr-Caſſe!, fo that 
now there was no further danger of preventing or interrupting the Succeſſes of the French 
King this Campagne, at laſt therefore ypon April 1 1, this tollowmng anſwer was offered to 
their Houſe, from his Majeſty by Maſter Secretary Coventry. - 
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1” /s Maj he oy  rerens me Addreſs, and finding ſome late Alteration in 


- wan Þ, aA _ only way to prevent the 
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CE SR DIS 
journ-now before er , to ripen this matter, andio perfett ſont 
of the moſt neceſſary Bills now > ew 

Giyen at our Court at White-Hall, the 11thof April, 1677 


: Somewhat was ſaid on both theſe matters, but” the Greater debate of them, was Adjourn- 
cd till next day, and then reaſluined. 
Then it was nod uittelietiogsagrantiioine £xto, and then meet, again 
Rn pals Gene meertary Bile tothe Kingd PSS SIS 


pt > em Bred en ea pales, yy my net | they didtak> 
little care to redreſs Grievances, or paſs good Laws, forthe ple, and 

riot be able togive any account of themſelyes to their Neighbours in the Country, unleſs 
they ſhould face them down, that there was no Grievance or Miſchief inthe Nation to be 
redreſſed, and that the King had ſtopped their mouths, and laid to them by offerinf them to 
fit longer. 

Others ſaid; they ſhould perfect the two Mony Bills, and give the Eaſe, and take a- 
nother time to conſider further of Religion, Liberty and Property, wo 2- ſeeing all Bills 
now depending, would be kepton foot, 'the Intended Receſs being to be but an Adjourn- 
ment, that they had very good Laws already, and would give their ſhares in any new ones, 
they were making, tbe intheCountryatthe time, that it was neceſſary for them to 
be there the 10th of May, to Execute the Act for 6c0ccol. &c. and ſometime was to be al- 
lowed for their /Journeys, and reſt after it, that che lad, Tar fo Bills, came inthe 
end of the King's Meſſage, and by the by ;, for his Maj _ for this Reaſen, that is, 
for makingof &e. they PIN to then alſo take the 
opportunity of paſſing ſuch Bills. So the ſenſe lination of the Houſe was to riſe be- 
fore Eaſter, as had been before intimated marr arg 

Then they fell upon the main conſideration rhe Nenge, and to make a preſent An- 
iwer. 

The Secretary and other Miniſters of State ſaid, that thealteration of Afairs which his 
CITIES wasthe ſucceſs of the French againſt the Prince of. Oragge in the Bat» 

their proceeding, to take Cambray and S, Omers. 

Thus by Inches, or rather great meaſures they wete taking in Flanders, which was reckon- 
ed the Out-work of England, as well as Holland, and they ſaid plainyy, I Rage bi 
Majeſty ina condition to make fitting preparations to preſerve the King bur ready 
Mo 
To this it was anſwered, that it was nop proper nor uſual to ask Mony at the end of a 
Seſlion, and it was fit chat Alliances ſhould be firſt ma made, and that they ſhould adjourn rather 
till that were done, for they ought not "_— Mony till they knew for what, and it was 
an by ae nd Or thatif there were no Summers War, there was Mony 
enough given 

* wa repyed <7. That they had not direftion from his Majeſty as to what he had reſolved, 

and eng he TIER ſuch things, but would offer their 

Aim at ſome things, if there were any Approaches towards War, though they 

on pe ny like him inthe whether with ſuch a Force they could 

ENCOUnter a againſt them with ſuch a Force, they ſhould think of providing a 

Guard for the = woe, Fas Garnſcy and Ireland, and ſecure our Coaſts, and be in a 
defenſive poſture might be attacked in a 

[TY AY pps Go > ns ens Summer Guard at Sea, his Majeſty did 
uſe to apply 4000y0l. yearly out of the Cuſtoms his Fleers, (the very harbour Ex- 
pence | which in Anchorage, Mooring, Docks and &c. Was 110000 l. per axmum, 
and be wasnow ſerng forth 40Ships forthe Sunaer Guard be ther were a diſpoſition to- 
wards War, there muſt be more iPs, or at leaſt thoſe muſt be more, fully manned, and 


more _— gly appointed, and furniſhed the more, eſpecially if the Breach were ſudden, for 
- rading Ships at Sea, as well as thoſe S and Goods in the French Ports, 


par} yr Now it is reaſonable that the which was above and beyond 

the Kings men eſs wi Ee ne 
Prourzons of ts Kin for not amount to leſs than 2ccoco 1, 
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It was anſwercd, That it was a Melancholy thing to think Jerſey, &c. were not well 
enough ſccured, at leaſt as well as in the Year 1655, when we alone had War with the French 
and Dutch too and yet the King 5 Revenue was lefs then than now. That the Revenue of Ire- 
land was 500020 I. per anmem, beyond the Eftablitbmene ( that is, the Civil, Military, 
and all payments of the Government ) which it. not {cnt over hither , but diipotcd there, 
would ſufhce to defend that Kingdom, And they remember that abour a month ago, they 
were told by ſowe of theſe Gentlemen, that the French King would not tike more Towns in 
Flanders if he might have them, but was drawing off to meet the Germans, who would be 
in the ticld in May :and therefore it was {irange he ſhould be repreſented now as ready to in- 
vade us, and that we mult have an Army raiſed and kept on our lands and Land. No they 
would not have that, it would be a great matter in the Ballance, it the King's Subjects were 
withdrawn from the French (ervice, and applied on the ot'icr fide , and till that were done; 
that we did continue to be contributary to the Greatneſs of France. But a Fleet would pro- 
teR'our Whole, Ships are the defence of an Ifland, and thereby we may hope to keep at a 
diſtance, and not apprehend, or to meet him at our Voors, He learns by Sicily what 
it is toinvade an Iland, he is not like to attempt an Invation of us, till he hath ſome Maſte- 
ry at Sca, which is impoſſible for him to have,ſo long as he is divertcd and imployed at Land 
in the Mediterranean, and in the Weſt Indies, as he is. 

And as to our Merchants Ships and Goods, they arc in more danger now than they were 
in avy War whcnſoever. Nay, there was more «xpefation of this, than there was cf the 
latt War, for the firlt notice we or the Dazch had of that Breach, was the Attempt upon their 
Smyrna Fleet. 

Alſo it is obſcrved, that what was faid a fortnight ago ( that the ſeaſon was too far ad- 
vanced to lay in Beef, and it would ſtink ) was admitted to be a miltake; for that now it was 
urged, that a greater and better —_— Flcet mult be farnithed out : but Rill it was infilted 
on, that they were in the dark, his Majeſty did nut ſpeak out, that he would make the de- 
fired Alliancies againſt the growth of France, and refolve with his Parliament to maintain 
them, and fo long as there was any coldnels or reſcrvedneſs of this kind, they had no clear 
grounds to grant money for Preparations, His Majeſty was a Prince of that Goodneſs and 
Care, towards his People, that none did diltruſt him, but there was a Diftruſt cf ſore of his 
M.niſters, and a Jealoutic that they were under French Inflences , and Complaints and Ad- 
dreſſes had been made againſt them 3 and upon the diſcourſe of providing for the fafety of the 
Nation, it bcing ſaid we might be ſecured by the Gzarranty of the General Peace, it was re- 
fleted on as a thing moſt pernicious tous, and that our money and endeavours could not be 
worlſe applicd, than to procure that Peace. Articles are not to be rclied on. All that they 
deſired, was, That his Majeſty and his People Unanimouſly, Truly, Sincerely and Throughly 
declarc and engage in this buſmeſs, with a mutual conhdence ſpeaking out on both ſides, and 
this, and nothing but this, would diſcharge and extinguiſh all Jealouties. 

But it was Obyected, It was not convenient to diſcover his Majeſties — — ina 
Publick Aſſembly, it might be too ſoon known abroad, and there was no reaſon to diſtruſt 
his Majeſty, but that being enabled, he would prepare and do all things expedient for the 
Kingdom. 

Ie was anſwered, That it was uſual for Forrain Miniſters to get notice of the Councils of 
Princes, as the Earl of Briſto} Ambaſſador in Spain, in the laſt part of King Famesrs Reign, 
procured Copies , and often the ſight of the Originals of Diſpatches, and Cabinet papers 
of the King of Spain. But acknowledging that his Majeliies Councels cannot be penetrated 
by the French, yet the things would in a ſhort time diſcover themſelves : beſides they faid, 
They did not much deſire fecrecy, for let the King take a great Reſolution, and put hiniſclf 
at the Head of his Parliament and People in this weighty and worthy Cauſc of England, and 
let a flying Polt carry the news to Paris, and let the French King do his worſt. 

His Majeſty never had, nor never will have cauſe to difiruſt his People. In 1667, in confi- 
dence of our Aid, he made a League without advice of Parliament ( commonly called the 
Tripple League ) which was for the Intereſt of England, and whereby his Majeſty became the 
Arbiter of Chriſtendom, and in the Name and upon the Account of that, the Parliament 
gave him ſeveral Supplics. 

In 1672, He made War without the Advice of Parliament, which War the Parliament 
thought not for the Intereſt of England to continue, yet even thercir: they would not leave 
him, but gave him 12000270 /. to carry himſelf on and out of it. 

How much more are they concerned and obliged to ſupply and alliſt him in thiſe Alliances 
and War ( it it enſue ) which are ſo much for the Interett of Exgland, and entered into by 
the preſſing Advice of Parliament. 

we no2r "ty will declare himſclf in carneſt, and we are in earneſt, having his Ma- 
jeſties h us, Let bis band Kot off that is not (tretcÞt out for this Affair © we will not Bick 
at this or that ſum or thing, but we will go with his Majelty to all Extremities, 

Weare now afraid of the French King, becauſe he has great Force, and extraordinary 
thinking men about him, which manage his _ to a wonder, but we trulthis —_— 

wil 


« 
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will have his Buſineſs managed by thinking men, that will be provident and careful of his In- 
tereſt, and not ſuffer him to pay, Cent. per Cent, more than the things are worth, tl.at are 
taken up and uſed : and if the work be entree upon in this manner, we hope England will 
have Englihh ſucceſs with France, as it is in Buwling, it your Bowl be well ſet our, you may | 
wink, and it will go tothe Mark. : 

Were the thing clear and throughly undertaken, there would be lefs reaſon to diſpute of 
time, there was never a Council but would fit cn Sz1day, or any day for ſuch Publick 
Work. 

In tine, they ſaid, The buſineſs muſt lic at one door or other, and they would not for any 
thing, that it ſhould flat in their hands, 

And although they ſhould hope in an Exigence his Majeſty would lend to his People, who 
had given ſo much to him, yet they (aid, They could not leave him without providing him a 
fum of money, as much as he could uſe between this and {me convenient time after Eafter, 
when he might, if he pleaſe command their full attendance, by ſome publick Notification, 
and this was the mentioned ſum of 20000081, The Expedicnt they provided tor doing this, 
was adding, a Borrowing Clauſe to the Bill for almoſt 6c00co }. ( ſuch an one as was in the 
Pol! Bill ) the Effect of which is to enable his Majeity preſently to take up, onthe Credit of % 
this Bill 2coco0 I. ready muncy at 7 /.per Cent. per Annmm Inccrelt, | 

And this they faid ___ now be done, though the Bill were paſſed by them, and alſo 
( ſave that they had made the above mentioned amendment ) by che Lords,tor that Poll Bill was | 
explained by another A paſſed a few days after, in the fame Scion, But in Hackwells Me- 
dus tenendi Parli. pag. 173, was a more remarkable Precedent, and cx2t m the Point. 

But after ſome Diſcourſe of ſetting looſe part of this 600000 /. &c, they reflected that 
this 60c000 /. &c. was appropriate for the building «t Ships, and they would not have this 
appropriation unhing, d by any means, and thereupon refulved to anncx the borrowing Clauſe 
to the Bill for continuing the additional duty ot Excile, tor three years, which was not yet 
paſſed ; againit which it was Objected, That it was given for other purpoſes mz. togive 
the King caſe to pay Intereſt for his Debts, &c. But on the contrary it was anſwered, That 
the Preamble (peaks not of his Debts, but His extraordinary Occaſions , but belidcs, they did 
not intend to withdraw ſo much of their Gitt, but did reſolve to re-eniburſe his Majeſty the 
2c290 1. ſomuch ot it, as he ſhould lay out in extraordinary Preparations, 

tut then it was Objected, That this would be a kind of denouncing of War, and that 
200000 l. was a miſerable, mean and incompetent ſum to defend us againlt thoſe whom we 
ſhou!d provoke. | 

But it was Anſwered, That it was but an Eameſt of what they intended, and that.they 
were willing to meet again and give further Supplies 3 beſides the French King was not For- 
midable for any great hurt that he could do us during the Confederacy, there were ſeveral 

Princes of Germany, as the Atch-Biſhop of Mets and Triers, the Palſgrave, the Duke of New- 
burgh, &c. which are at War with him and arefſate; and yet they are much more weak and 
inconliderable than we z but they are decended not by their own firength, but by the whole 


Confederacy. ; F 


The Debate concluded in Voting the following Anſwer, which was preſented to his Maje- 
ty by the Speaker and the whole Houſe, Friday, April 13, 


a 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


vw E your Majeſties moſt Duriful and ZToyal Subjects, the Commons in this 
preſent Parliament Aſſembled, do with great ſatisfattion of mind, ob- 
ſerve the regard your Majeſty is pleaſed to Expreſs to our former Addreſſes, by 1n- 
timating t0 #5 the late alterations of Aﬀairs abroad, and do return our moſt humble 
thanks, for your Majeſties moſt Gracious Offer made to ws thereupon in your late 
Meſſage : and having taken a ſeviom Deliberation of the ſame and of the Prepa- 
rations your Majeſty hath therein intimated to us were fitting to be made, in order to 
thoſe publick ends, we have for the preſent provided a ſecurity in a Bill for the 
Additional duty of Exciſe upon which your Majeſty max raiſe the ſum of 200000 l. 
And if your Majeſty ſhall think fit to call us together again for this purpoſe, in 
ſome ſhort time after Eaſter, by any publick ſignification of your pleaſure, con- 
manding our Attendance ; we ſhall at our next meeting not only be ready tore-im- 
«burſe your Majeſty what Sums of money ſball be expended upon ſuch Fxtraordina- 
ry Preparations as ſhall be made in purſuance of our former Adariſſes , but ſhall 
likewiſe with thankful hearts proceed then, and at all other times, to furniſh your 
Mijefty with ſo large proportion of Alſiſtance and Supplies upon this Occaſion, as 
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my give your Majeſly and the whole World, an amivle 7, eftimony of our Joyalty 
and Afﬀſecttn to your Majeſties Service, and as may enable your Majeſty by the he'p 
of Almighty God, to maintain ſuch ſtricter Alltances as you ſhall have emred into 


ag ainſt all Oppoſition whatſoever. 


Faſter Monday, April 19. Another Mcſage in writing from his Majeſty, 
was delivered by Secretary //izamſon to the Houle of Commons ( vis. ) 


C. R. 


TS Majeſty having conſidered the Anſwer of this Houſe to the laſt Meſſage 

about enabling him t9 make fitting Preparations for the Security of theſe 
Kino aoms, finds by it that they have only enabled him to borrew 2cocco l. Kpor 4 
Fond given him for other uſes, His Majeſty deſires therefore this Houſe ſhould 
know, and he hopes they will always beleive of him, that not only that Fond. but 
any other within his Power ſhall be engaged to the utmoſt of his power for the Preſer- 
wation of his Kingdoms , but as his Majeſties condition s ( which his Majeſty 
doubts not but is 2s well known to this Houſe as himſelf) he muſt tell them plainly, 
that without the ſum Six hundred thoutand pounds, or Credit for ſuch 4 ſum, 
bon new Fonds, it will not be poſſible for him to ſpeak or ait theſe things which ſhould 
anſwer the ends of their ſeveral Adareſſes, without expoſing the Kingdom to mich 
Greater danger : His Majeſty doth further acquaint you, that having done his ghrt. 
and laid the rae ſtate of things before you, he will not be wanting to uſe theÞeſt 
means for the ſifety of his People, which his preſent Condition is capable of. 


Given at our Court at Z/hite Hall, Jpril 16. 1677. 


Thereupon the Houſe fell into preſent Conſideration of an Anſwer, and inthe firſt place, 
it was agreed to return great thanks to his Majeſty for his Zea! for che fatcty of the Kingdom, 
and the hopes he had given them that he was convinced 'ind ſatisfied, ſo as he would ſpcak 
and aQ according, to what they had deſired, and they reſolved to give him the utmoſt afſu- 
rance, that they would ſtand by him, and faid no man cou!d be unwilling to give a fourth 
or third part to ſave the reſidue, But they aid they ought ro conſider that now they were a 
very thin H..uſe, many of their Members being gone home, and that upon ſuch a Ground as 
they could not we!l blame them 3 for it was upon a preſumprion that the Parkament ſhould 
riſe bctore Eaſter, as had becn intimated fromhis Majeſty within this fortnight, and wmiver- 
fally cxpected ſince, and it would be un-Parliamentary, and very ill taken by their Fellow- 


. members, if in this their Abſence they ſhould ſteal the Priviledg of granting money, and the 


Thanks which arc given for it 3 that this was a Naticnal Bufincts if ever any were, and 
therctore ht to be handled in a full National Repreſentative, and it it had hitherto ſeemed to 
£0 up-hill, there was a greater cauſe to put the whole thoulder to it, and this would be af- 
uring, animating, and fatisfaRory to the whole Nation. But they ſaid it was not their 
mind to give or ſuffer any delay, they would defire a Receſs but for three weeks or a month 
at molt, 

And the 200000 4, which they had provided for preſent uſe, was as much as could be 
_— out in the mean time, tho his Majeſty had 60ccoo /. more ready told upon the 
Tab'c. 

And therefore they thought it moſt reaſonable and adviſabie, that his Majeſty ſhould ſuffer 
them to Adjourn tor ſuch a time 3 in the Interim of which his Majefiy might, if he pleaſed, 
make uſe: of the 2c0000 T1, and might alſo compleat the detired Alliances, and give notice 
by Proclamation to all Members to attend at the time appointed. 


The Anſwer is as followeth. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


E your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjetts, the Commons in this preſent Parli- 
| ament Aſſembled, having conſidered your Majeſties laſt Meſſage, and 
the gratious Expreſſions therein contained, for imploying your Majeſfties nhole Reve- 
we at ny time 10 raiſe money for the Preſervation of your Majeſties Xi way” p 

| n 
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| find great.cauſe to return our fo humble thanks to your Majeſty for the ſame, and 
to deſire your Majeſty to reſt aſſured, that yu ſhall find as much duty and affettion in 
Ks, 4s can be expetted from a moſt /ojal People, to their moſt gratious Soveraign, 
And where. your Majeſty i pleaſed to ſignifie to us, that the ſum of 2000001. us 
not ſufficient, without « further Supply, to enable your Majeſty to (peak or a& 
thoſe things which are deſired by your People ; He humbly take leave to 1cquaint 
your Majeſty, that many of our Members ( being upon an expettation of an Ad- 
journment before Eaſter) are gone into their ſeveral Countries, we cannot think 
it Parlizmentary in their Abſence, to take upon us the granting of money, but do 
therefore deſire your Majeſty to be pleaſed that this Houſe may Adjourn 1t ſelf for 
ſuch a ſhort time, before the ſum of 2000001. can be expended, as your Ma H 
ſhall think fit, and by your Royal Proclamation to command the attendance of 
our Members at the day of Meeting. By nhich time we hope your Majeſty may have 
fo formed your Affairs, and fixed your Alliances, in purſuance of our / 19 Ad- 
dreſſes, that your Majeſty may be gratiouſly pleaſed to impart them to us in Parlia- 
ment ; and we no ways doubt but at our next Aſſembling, your Majejiy will not on- 
ly meet with a Compliance in the Supply your Majeſty deſires, but withal ſuch far- 
ther Aſſiſtance as the poſture of your Majeſties Af airs ſhall require . /n Co-fidence 
— we hope your Majeſty will be encouraged in the m:an time to Be2k 511d nt 
ſuch things as your Majeſty ſhall judg neceſſary for attaining thoſe great Fui's, as 
we have formerly repreſeutedto your Majeſty. 


And now the money Bill being P:ſſcd both Houſes, and the French having bv t%e furren- 
der of Cambray alſo to them, perteQted the Conquceti of this Campagne, as was projeted. and 
the money for further preparations having been asked, only to gain a pretence for icfufing 
their Addreſſes;the Houſes were adjourned April the 16. till the 21 of M:y next. And the 
rather, becavſe at the (ame moment of their riting, a Grand French i mbaſſador was coming, 
over. For al! things betwixt France and England moved with that punctual Regularity, that 
it was likct!\e Harmony of the Spheres, ſo conſonant with themſelves, although we cannot 
hear the Muſick, 

There landed immediately after the Receſs, the Duke of Crequi, the Arch-Biſhop of Rbeims, 
Monſficur Barrillon, and a Train of three or four hundred Perſons of all Qualities, fo that the 
Lords Spiritualand Temporal of France, with fo many of their Commons, meeting the King 
at Newmarket,it looked like another Paliament,And that the Exgliſh had been Adjourned, in 
order to their better Reception, But what Addreſs they made to his Majeſty, or what Ats 
they paſſed, hath not yet been Publiſhed. Burt t' ofc that have been in diſcourſe were, 

An Att for contineing bis Majties Subjes in the Service of France. 

An AQ of Abolition of all Claims and Demands from the Subjefts of France, an Account of 
all Prizes made of the Engliſh at Sea, fince the year 167 4 till that day, and for the futrre, 

An Ad for marrying the Children of the Royal Family to Proteſtant Princes, 

An Ad for a further ſupply of French money. 

becauſe it appears not, that all theſe, and many others of more ſecret nature, paſſed 
the Royal Aſſent, it ſufficeth thus far to have mentioned them. Only it is molt certain, that 
although the Engliſh Parliament was kept aloot from the buſineſs of War, Peace, and Alli- 
ance, as Improper for thcir Intermedling, and a yg Yet with theſe three Eſtates 
of France all theſe things were negatimed and tranſacted in the greateſt contdence. And fo 
they were Adjourned from New-Market to London, and there continued till the return of the 
Engliſh Parliament, when they were diſmiſſed home with all che Signs and Demonſtrations 
of mutual (acistaction. 

And for better Preparations at home, before the Parliament met, there was Printed a ſe- 
cond Packet of Adviceto the men of Shaftsbury. The firſt had been fold up and down the 
Nation , and tranſmitted to Scotland, where 300 of them were Printed at Edenburgh : and 
40 Copies ſent from thence to England fairly up and Guilded, to ſhew in what great 
Eſtimation it was in that Kingdom ; but this, the ſale growing heavy, was diſperſed as a 
Donative all over England, and it was an Incivility to have from whence they had 
it, but it -was a Book, though it came from Hell, that ſeemed as if it dropped from 
Heaven, among men, Some Imagined by the weight and the wit of it, that it proceeded 
from the Two Lords, the Black and the White, who when their care of the late Sitting was 
over, had given themſelves Carrier ; and after the Triumphs of the 'Tongne, had eſtabliſhed 
choſe Trophics of the Pen, oyer their Impriſoned Adverſaries, But that had been a thing un- 
worthy of the Freachwellian Generofity, or Treriſin Magnanimity z . and rather behs the 
mean malice of the ſame Vulgar Scribler, hired by the Conſpirators at ſo much a ſheet, or 
for day-wages 3 and when that is ſpent, he (hall for leſs money blalpheme his God, _—_ 


c 
7 

his Prince, and belic his Country, it his former Books have Omitted any thing of thoſe Ar- 

guments 3 and ſhall Curſc his own Father intothe Bargain, 


Monday, May 21. 1617. 


The Parliament met according to their late Adjournment, ori, arid from April 16. to 


21, 167 

* There wa no pech rm th Kin On is Mage, ver! by See: 

This Meeting was opene with a Verbal Meſſage Maj elivered by Secretary 
Coventry, whezein his Majeſty acquainted the Houſe, that having according to their deſire in 
their Anſwer to his late Meſſage April 16. directed their Adjournment to this tire : becauſe 
they did alledge it to be unparliamentary to grant Supplies when the houſe was (© thin, in ex- 
foertation of « y Adjournment 3 and . alſo Iſſued out his Proclamation of Sum- 
mons, to the end there might be a full Houſe, hedid now expe they would forthwith enter” 
met conſideration of tes laſt Meſſage, and the rather, becauſe he did intend there ſhould 
be a Receſs ly 

RSS That the King's laſt Meſſage ( of April 16. ) and the Anſwer 

thereunto ſhould be read, and they were read accordingly. 

+ Thereupon, after a long (ilence, a diſcourſe began about their exſpeQation, and neceſſity of 
Alliances. 

And particularly , it was intimated that an Alliance with Holland was moſt 
for that we ſhould deceive our ah, bis Dre nd we could be defended otherwiſe, we 
alone could not withſtand the French, his Power was too great. Nor could the 
Dutch withſtand him. But both toget 

The general diſcourſe was, TD CE Ne NS 

to 
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600000 I. it would not be poſſible for bim to ſpeak or AG things which ſhould anſwer the 
a of ther ſme? DOE Lei. 8 ſwabs yon har ay ———_ dangers. | 

By others it was obſerved t they met now notice by Proc 
rnation, ich Proclamation was in purſuance of their laſt in which Addreſs they 


delre the DEED as wichin which ( they boped ) Alliances 


pa and yet that _ well be mal ops 
for when 
_ 


And as to the hte chr te ets dakar pchn Is 
made, Thes Gia, 7 2 98 agrees this, that the French would be allarmed. But they 
anſwered that the —_—_ giving money for this purpoſe would be no leſs an Allarm. 
For the Pond eauli nothe tof what Aadrfr and Ani 


have z andif 
money be ed ro make Warlike preparations, for the end thereot it is rather a. 
greater diſcovery and dndactey of wha what we intended againſt the French, 
Grotims ( de jure Belli & Pacis ) (ays, If a Prince make extraordinary preparations, a 
neighbour Prince who may be affected by them may expoſtulate, nd deqgand an account of 
the e for which they are intended, and if he receivenot ſatisfaction, CON 
to be uſed againſt him, it is.a cauſe of War on his part, fo as that Neighbour —— 
he think fit, and is notbound to ftay till the firſt preparer inf begin aha Ho Hoſtilityz this” 
is eto Reaſon, and the nature of Government. 
ow the French King, is a vigilant Prince, and has wiſe Miniflers about him, upen w which 
—— —_— IE 206 an extmordinary French Embaſſy here 
ing our Receſs we ſhould ſuppoſe that the _ King has a," 
ing's 


——— kj 
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tegorical DI 
| an 
bious Anſwer does not at all ſatis bis- 
is, and is uſed, to be taken and him. 
Cote Majcliy have given no anſwer at all ( whichis not boob it is the ſams 
wit 4 
So that this being ſo, þy one means orether the French have the knowledge ob the King's 
rpoſe, and if it be known to, or but gueſſed at by Chem, whyis it conccaled from his Par- 
hn - Why this darkneſs towards us?” * *. 


Belides we expect not ſo much good as we would, ſo long as we are afraid the French 
fhould' know what we are/a doing. « 

In this (tate of uncertainty, and ancipenels the Houſe Ad journcd fo Wedneſday Morning, 
pine 2 clock, having tirli ordered the Codmittce for the Bill for recalling his Majefties Sub- 
jecGs out of the pas Reg w lit this after-noon, which did fit — 


and went through the Bill. 
| Wedneſday, Moy 23. 1677. 
Bed ni Sy bm prefendy a the Banuin Holi 
Gentlemen, 


Have ſent for Me PR that 7 might prevent aber Miſtakes and Diftruſts 

which St ghogoad reaay to make, as if 7 had called you together, a 

eek from you, for orher uſts they you would have it imployed. "7 do x wre 
or 


on the Work of that all not repent any truſt you repoſe" in me 
the ſafety of my o 4 Cn dans ; ia? re jus to fora ng js 
og A goo, that it will not be poſſible for me tg 
he ends of your ſeveral Gs 
—_— 6 1 declare t0 y0u again, 7 


> cant with Jos, gr ba "hr 
or act thoſe things w 
jonrwes eX / my AC rt yg #5.a6k 
will neither ety, nor yours, -until 7 be in a better condition thay 
T am able to i (erm) ou tf, LY #0 defend my Snbjetts and offend my Enemies, * 
1 do further aſſure yow, 7 have not loſt one asy ſince ar meering, in 
all 7 could for your Defence, and Tell you ſy, it pal your fanlt pe noe 
mine, if your Se Ss arity be uot ſufficiently provided for, 


The Commons returni g to their Houſe, OE ICndn Fe a 
reſolved to conſider it, OASIS Quanta of Ja Houſe, 


for the more full, free, and regular debate, 
the King, wherein they ſaid they. did 


The Secretary and others the (i 
not preſs the Houle, but they t do as they Burt if it be expected that Alliances be 


made and made known,there be 600008 |. raiſed to make preparation before.for the King 
me groty a wepac nd worn > repre or att , he could not fafe- 
move a (iep further, The had the right of making War, and Leagues, 
; bore dere could not have monty without them, nor they Alliance 
without him. The KIvF had conſidered this matter, and this was his Judgment, T hat he 
ought by ſuch a ſum to be put into a poſture to maintain and e his Alliance, before 
| they could or (hould be declared, xray otherwiſe our neſs and weakneſs would be 


Tis true as has been objected, Theaking and giving money Tor this e, would al- 
arm as much as the declaring, Alliance, but then it would defend too. A Whip will allarm 
a wild Bcaſt, but it will not defend the man : a Sword will allarm rhg Beaſt too, but then it 
will alſo defend the man. 

We the King would firip himſelf to his (birt rather than hazard the Nation, He fas 
done already, he has ſet out, and made ready to fer out 44 Ships, but they muſt be di- 
ſiribated to ſeycral places for Conyoys, &«, Thexe would need it may be MANS 

y 
Ll 
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body. Andit is difficulc to get Seamen, inany are gone into the Service of the French, Dutch, 
&c. The King is fain to prels now. f 

The King has not had any fruit of the 2000001. credit provided him upon the three 
years Exciſe, he has tried the City to borrow money of them thereupon , and my Lord 
Mayor returned anſwer , That he had endeavoured by could not encourage his Majeſty to de- 
pend upon the City tor it. | w 

Several others, ſomewhat different, ſpake to this effe&t , We (bould conſider in this caſe, 

| as in the caſe of the King's Letters , Patents , Proclamations, &c, If any thing 

in them be againſt Law and Reaſon, La and Cqurts, judg it void , and reckon it not 
to be ſaid or done by the King, For the Miſe tan do no tho his Counſel may. So we 
muſt look upon! the King's Speeches and s.as the produ@t of Counſel, and therefore if 
any mittake be therein, it muſt be imputed to the extor of wr jc. Te it rnuſt be taken 
that the King never ſaid it, Now to apply certainly the treating aid contluding of Alliances, 
requir-s not a previous ſum of money, however the King's Counſel may milinform. They 
may be propounded and accepted, by the means of the Forraign Miniſters, even without an 
Erohaſty tobe ſent hence; arul yet it that were requiſite, it were'an extraordinary Charge. 

Alliances may be made forthwith, and then money would be granted forthwith 3 if chey 
were declared to day, the 600000 |, ſhould be given to Morrow, and as occaſion ſhould 


uire,” | 
> Radthen is no fear but money would be found for this purpoſe, our own Extravagancies 
would maintain a War. | . 

The money which has been provided the King already this Seſhon, is ſufficient for all Pre- 
parations that can poſſibly be made before theſe Alliances may be made. - 

Forty Ships of ours with the helpot the Unteh, ay you Defence againſt the French at 
Sea, now he is ſo entangled with Sicily, the Weſt Indies, &c. An the Tripple Ledgue, it was 
{tipulated, that forty of our Ships, and forty of the Dutch ſhould be provided , and they 
were thought ſufficient for the purpole. | | 

If it wetE required that forty more Ships ſhould be ſet out, 600000 1, is enough to tmain- 
tain and pay a whole year clear for the Carpenters work, and ſuch like as ſhould preſently be 
required, for the fitting them to go out a little money will ſerve. i 

And ſurely this is the only tion that can be meant, for if it ſhould be meant, that 
we ſhould fortifie the Land with Forts, Garti/ons, walled Towns, &e. it is not fix Millions 
willdo it. But our Strength, Force and Defence, is our Ships.” Fot the debate of this day it 
is as great and weighty as ever was any in England, it concerns ourvery Being, and includes 
our Religion, Liberty and 3 The Door towards France muſt be ſet and Guarded, for 
ſo long as it is open, our Treaſure and Trade will creep out, and their on creep im at i, ard this 
time 15 our ſeaſon, ſome miſcheif will be done us, and ſo there will at any time when the 
War is begun, but now the leaſt. | py 

The French is not very dangerous to us, nor to be much feared by us at this prefent, bac 
we ought to adviſe and a&t ſonow, as we may not fear or "& ſpair hereafter w\;en the Freneth 
ſhall make Peace beyond Seca, and likely he will rnake Allianc. s with thoſe with whom 
:, we defer to make them 3 how ripe and-great is our Miſery then ? ! ; 

The power and policy of the French is extraordinary, and his money influences round 
about him. | 

We are glad to obſerve upon what is ſaid by and of the King, that his Majeſty agrees with 
us in the Loy and we he will be convinced of the reaſon blenels of the means, which 
is to make and follow theſc Alliances, without wi:ich plain'y we cary give noaccount t6 our 
ſelves, or thoſe we repreſent, ' of giving money. * | 

We have made ſeveral Addreſſes about ſome of the ap. theis,management, &c. 
Of Which we have ſeen little fruit. There have continually allmoſt to this hour gone out of Eng- 
land Succours to France, of Men, Powder, Ammugition, Ordnance, &e. to rake in- 
to the matter, how far the Miniſters have been active or paſſive'in this, ngr to mention any 
other particulars, we muſt ſay, That unlef+ the Miviſters, or their minds are altered, we have 
no reaſon to truſt money in their hands, we declare we have no purp«{e to arrign ot 
attempt upon them, but wou'd rather to them an ealie wa} how they miight- 
Oblivion, nay, and the thanks of the People,” viz. That they ſhould endeavour arid cons 
tend, who could do moſt to diſpoſe the King to with this advice of his Parliament. 

We think the ing theſe Allianccs, the only good uſe for which our money can be 
imployed, and therefore we give, we (bould be ſecure it (hould be applied to this put- 
p« ſe. and not by miſcounſels be diverted to others, = | 

This is the mature Counſel of the Parliament, and no Groſs or ochex Counſel is to bere- 
ceived or Traſtcd, for attaining theſe great Advices which the King and Parliament aze agreed 


FE pays ot bt 


To part with money befote Alliances ate made, is needleſs and to no 
wou'd be the way toſpepd that money befoxe hand in vam, which wethall need 
we ſhull be foreed to enter into this defence ageinſs Fhes ; 4 

Lo 
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Ie would be like an errour committed in the late King's fime, and which looks a5 if men 
had given Counſel on purpoſe to deftroy that Good King, He had by the care and faithfulneſs 
of Bilbop Fwxtar and others, colleted and preſerved a good fam of money betore the Scorer 
Rebellion, in One thouſand Six bundred Thirty nine, that Rehellion he. was adviſed to 
raiſe an Army at Land, which i neceſſary 3 but he was likewiſe adviſed to (et out 
ſeveral of his great Rate- Ships. This in the papers of Sit Kobere Long*s Office, and 
may there be {cen ſtill, if the Papers are not ſcattered. A man cannot tell to what end this 
advice was given, unleſs to the King's money: for the Admiralty of Scotland is not 
now, and much leſs then was fo conliderable, require any ſuch force againſt it, And 
if the deſign wereto hinder their Commerce and s by Sca, the charge of one of thoſe 
great Ships might have been bus 4 the ſercing out five or tix leſs Ships, cach 
of which was cap able of doing as much for that Service, as ſuch a greatone, and could keep 
out at Sea longer, | a / , ; 

It isa plain caſe, unleſs the power of France be lowred, we cannot be ſafe; without Con- 
zjunQion with other Confederates, it cannot be done. The quettion is, whether the preſence 

the proper time for the work, Certainly it is, there is a happy Contederation againſt the 
French, which we cannot ſo well hope to: have continued without our coming into it , 
much leſs can we to recover or recruit ir, if once broken. The very ſeafon of chr 
Year favours the Buſineſs, It is and ſafe to begin with the French in the Summer, now 
he is engaged and not at Leiſure, in Winter when the Armics are drawn out of the 
Ficld he will b: able to apply himſelf to us. 

As to the Citizens not advanci I _ the late credit, we are informed they were 
never rggularly or effectually acked My Lord Mayor indeed was ſpoken to, and perhaps ſome 
of the » but all they are not the City : he ſent about curiouſly to ſome of the Ci- . 
tizens, to know if they would lend, of which they took little or no notice, it being not 

le to their way and_uſage3 for the cuſtom in ſuch caſes has always been, that tome 
Lord of the Council, did go down to the' Common Counſel, which is the Cgpoclencative 
Body of the City, andthere:propound the matter. 

Belides in this particular caſe the Citizens generally asked the ſame queſtion wedo : Are the 
—__ p_— they were made, they would lend money, but it ncx, they faw 
no it, | 

Philip the ſecond of Spain made an Obſervation in his Will, or ſome laFMemorial, and 
*tis ſince publiſhed in Print by Monſieur. He obſerves the vanity of any Princes aſpiring at the 
univerſal Monarchy, for that it naturally made the reſt of, the World jointly his Enemies, 
but Ambitign blinds men, ſuffers them not to look back on ſuch Experiences. But this Ob» 
ſervation ſhews what is natural for others to doin ſuch a caſe; and that the way to repel and 
break ſuch a defgn, is by their univerſal confederation. £ 

Philip the Second was moſt capable of making this Obſervation, for in his hands periſhed 
he Hort Deſign of the Univerſal Monarchy, and that cheifly by reaſon of the Conjuncti- 
on of the Engliſh and Dutch againſt him. 

In the p of this debate, Gentlemen did more particularly explain themſclves, and 
to Addreſs their deſign to the King, for a League offentive and detenfive with the 
Dmtch againſt the Freach power. | 
inſt which a ſpecious Objedion was made, That the Dutch were already treating with 
the French, and *twas like they would flip Collar, . make a ſeparate Peace for theralelves and 
leave us e in a War with Frence. 

To which was Anſwered, That there was no juſt fear of that, the Dactch were Interefſed 
in the Power of France as well as we, and they knew their Intereſt. ' It was rea- 
» ſonable for them to ſay, If England, which is as much concerned in this danger, will not 
aſſiſt us, we will make the beſt terms we can for our ſelves, there is yet a Seam of be- 
tween the French and us, we may Tradgby or under them, &c. 

But if Eng/ang will join with the Dutch, they cannot find one (yllable of reaſon to deſert 
—_ obſerved a propenſity in the People of England to help them, but he 

have a in to help them, not in t 
Court of England, If they can de Coe Joed rnrelly join, it will above all things 

In One thouſand fix bundred fixty ſeven, when the Dutch were in Peace and Plenty, when 
Flanders was a greater Bulwark to themz for the French had not peirced fo far into it, and 
when the direQtion of their Afﬀairs was in a hand of inveterate.cnmity to the Crown of Eng- 
land ( John de Witt ;, ) yetthen dw gar yan aa 29pm The Pam a—_ 
into the Tripple Leagze, againſt and power rance, t more; and mol 
Ee IE nets th a War, avd and in need of our 
help, now the French have approached nearer the brink of their Country, and are encrealed 
in Naval Force to the danger of their Trade and Navigationzavd now theis Aﬀairs are chiefly 
diredtcd by a Kinſman of the Crown of England, the Prince of Orange, they cannot deficdt or 
ſtart from a League they make with us againſt ous Common Enemy. » : |. 

. 


' Te 


£ 


- — 
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It was moved, That there might be a League Offenſjve and Defenſive with Spain and the 
Dwtechb, and other convenient Alliances with the reft of the Confederates; but the particular con- 
cemning Spain, was retracted and laid afide by the general Diſcourſe of the Members to this 
purpole, We do covet an Allyance with Spain above others, for that they are Owners of the Nether- 
lands, for whoſe preſervation we have Adareſſed, that it is with Spain that we have the moſt, if nat 
the only pri fit able Trade, and the Spaniards are good, gallant and ſrre Friends. But they are remote, 
ind we know not whether there are full powers here or at Bruſlcls for this matter, and to wait for 
their coming from Madrid, would make Church-work,, whereas we need the [wifteſt expedition. 

Therefore they Voted their Addreſs to be particular and expreſly for fuch a League with the 
Duzeh, and as to the Spaniards together with the other Confederates in general, | 

his paſſed with vcry general conſent, *there was an txtraordinary tull Houſe, and upon 
patting the Queition, there were but: two negative Voices to it. » T | 

There were more then ordinary particulars appointed to be inthe Addreſs, but\no contelt 


or debate about them, | —Y 
The Yote was as followeth 3 
Reſolved, | 0245 

T Hut an Addreſs be made to the Xing, That his Majeſty would be pleaſed 29 

enter into a League Offenſive and Defenſtye, with the States-General of the 
United Provinces, and to make ſuch other allances with others of the Confederates, 
bs his Majeſty (ball think fit againſt the growih and power of the French AKing,and for 
el a try of the Spaniſh Netiicrlands ; 4d that a Committee be appointed 
to draw up tht Addreſs, with Reaſons why this Houſe cannot comply with bys Maje- 
fties Speech, untill ſuch Alliances be entred imo, and further ſbewing the or of 
the ſpeedy making ſuch Alliances ; and when ſuch Alliances are made, giuing his 
Majeſty aſſuratice of ſpeedy and chearful Supplies, from time to time, for ſupporting 
and maint aiting ſuch Alliances. | TY W8 


agree d - 


To which (the Speaker re-afſuining the Chair, and this being teported) the Houſe 
and appointed the Committee. | uh 
Ard Adjourncd over Aſcenfion-Day till Friday. - © *\ | T 
In the interim, the Committee appointed, met and drew the Addreſs a<coiding;to the 
above-mentioned Order, a true Copy of which is here annexed.  \ Kg: 


+ May it pleaſe your Moſt excellent Majeſty, . mY 


> Our Majeſties moſt Loyal and Dutiful Subjetts, the Commons in Parliament 
aſſembled, have taken into their ſerious conſideration, your Majeſt:es gracious 
> tn and do beſeech your Majeſty, to believe it is 4 great affliition to.them, 10 find 
themſelves obleiged (at preſent ) ro decline the granting your Majeſty the ſupply your 
Majeſty is pleaſed to demand, conceiving it us net agreeable to Fa »ſnage of Pariia- 
ment, 10 grant Supplyes Tex maintenance of Wars, and Alliances, before they are ſig- 
nified in Parliament( which the two /Vars againſt the States of the United Provinces, 
ſince your Majeſties happy Reſtoration, a; the League made in January, £668, for 
preſervation of the Spaniſh Nether-Lands, ſufficiently. proved, without mg, 
your Majeſty with 7nſtances of greater Antiquity ) from which uſage if we might de- 
' part, the precedent might be 9 erous conſequence in future 1tmes, th ugh your. 
Miajeſties Goodneſs gives usgreat ſecurity during your Majeſties Reign, ahi we be- 
NS, God nr 0 continue. 4 Fu. | 

is Conſideration prompted. us in our laſt Addreſs to: ieſty, before our 
Laſt Receſſe, bumbly 8 Cos toyour Majeſty, pk, 206.4: Pre mecting 
agalys your Majeſties Alliances might be "©. ha6pry that your Majeſty might be gract- 
ouſly pleaſed to impart them to us in Parliament that ſo our earneſt deſires of ſupplying 
your Mae, for proſecuting thoſe great ends, we had humbly laid before your Maje- 
fty. might meet with ng impediment or obſtruction , being highly ſenſible of the neceſ- 
ſity of ſupporting, as well as making the Alliances, defired in our former Ad- 
dreſſes ana which we ſtill concerve ſo important to the ſafety of your Majeſty and your 
AK - pe: That we cannot (without unfaithfulnefs ro your Majeſty and thoſewe re- 


L 


preſent ) omit upon all occaſions, humbly to —_ your Majeſty, as wenow do. To 
enter 1nto a League offenſive and deferifive with -the States General of the 
United Provinces, againſt the growth and "2's of the French King, and for 
. w p , hy : | , the 
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the preſervatipn of the Spaniſb Nether-Zands, and to make ſuch other Allian- 
ces, with other (ſuch «Ya Confederates, as your by ſhall think fic and 
uſeful to that end ; in doing which (1hat no tine may be loſt) we humbly offer to 
his Majefty theſe Reaſons for the eapediting of it. | 
1. 7 hat if the ettering into ſuch Alliences ſhould draw on « War with the French 
King, it wouldbe leaſt detrimental to your Majeſties Subjetts at this time of the year, 
they Leaving now feneſt effetts, within the Dominion of that King. | 
2. 7 hat though we have great reaſon t0 believe the power of che French Xing ro 
be dangeroms,to your Majeſty and your Kingdoms, when he ſhall be at more leiſurg to 
moleſt ws , yet we conceive the Encmics be has to dtal with at preſent, together 
with the ſertuation of your Majefties Kingdoms, the Unanimity of the People 1a the 
Cauſe, the care your Mijely bath been pleaſed to take of your ordinaty Guards of 
the Sea, together with the Credit provided by the late At for an Additional Exciſe 
for three years, make the entring into, and declaring Alliances very ſafe, until we 
may ini « regular way give your Majeſty ſuch further Supplies, as may enable your 
| ajefty to ſupport your Alliances, and defend your Kingdoms. PIE 
——= Aud brcauſe of the great danger and charge which muſt neceſſarily fall #pon your 
+ Kingdoms, if through want of that timely Encouragement and Afſeftance, 
whith your M ajefties joyning with the States-General of the United Ptovinces,and 
other rhe AIRY w give them, T he ſaid States or any other confiderable part 
the —_ rates, ſhould this next Winter, or ſooner, make Peace or T ruce with 
the French Xing, (the prevention whereof muſt hitherto be acknowledged a 
ſingular effe& of God 5 Goodnels to us) which if it ſhould happen, your Majeſty 
would be afterwards neceſſitated with fewer, perhaps with no Alliances or Affillame 
#0 withſtand the power of the French King, which hath ſo long and ſo ſuce ly con- 
tended with ſo many, and fo Potent Adverſaries ; and whileſt be continues bis over- 
ballancing Greatneſs muſt always be dangerous to his Neighbours, fince he would be 
able to oppreſs any one Confederate, before the reſt could get together, and be in ſo grad 
4 ing him as they now are, being j are ts's War. Andif 
he ſhould be ſo ſueceſ5ful as to make « Peace, or diſ-anite the preſent Confederation 
ainſt him, it is much to be feared, whether t would be poſſible ever to re-unite it at 
af it would be « work of ſo much time and difficulty, as would leave your Majeſties 
XK __ ed 10 much miſery and danger. 
eving dag our Duty, in laying before your Majeſffy the ers 
threatning your Majeſty. and your , and thr onely Remedies we can think 
7 vn enting, ſecuring, and quieting the minds of your Majeſties People 
with ſome few of thoſe Reaſons which hive moved us to this, and our F ave A ef 
ſes, on theſe Subjeits, He moſt humbly h Majeſty to take the matter 
80 your ſerious Conſideration, and to take ſuch Reſolutions, a5 may not leave it in the 
power of any Neighbouring Prince, to rob your People of that happineſs which they 
enjoy, under your Majeſties gracioms Government ; beſeething your Majeſty to reſ | 


confident and aſſured, that when your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to declare ſuch Allian- 
ces arr y > ſball hold owr ſelves obliged, not pArS/A owr Promiſes and Aſſu- 
rances gruen, and now with great Unanimity revived in «full Houſe, but by the Zeal 
and Deſires of thoſe whom we repreſent, and by the Intereſts of all our ſafeties, moſt 
chearfully to give your Majeſty time to time ſuch raps Alſiſtaxces, 
as may fully and plentifully aufwer the Occafions, end by God's bleſſing preſerve your 
aftty of the People, 


All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your Majefties great Wiſaom. 


Friday, Hay 25th. 1677. , | 
Sir Joba,Trevor Reported from the ſaid Committee the Addreſs, as 'twas drawn by them, 


be nc; cd ith the but bef reed to,there 
it was moved ta w Committee z but betore it was agreed to,t 
was 2 debate and diviſion of the Houle, 

It was obſerved and objeted, That there was but one Reafon given herein fox declining the 


granting Money, and that is the Unptdlidentedneſs, and as to one of the Inliances to this 
| ar} olc 


Majeſties Honour, and 
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mentioned, viz. the King's firſt Dareb War ie was fald to be for that the 
—_ was Voted before the War declared. * m 


Buc it was anſwered, Thar if the Declaration was not before : 
Notices were before the lions 


Kare) yet *rwas certain that the War is fel, and 

253 ſons! Gid there mighe be ocher _—_ Money before the Allian- 
ces : gy. apa a non» 7 iy Iwes not reaſonable to grant 
Moaey before there 4s a Change mand nor on of Comflices bu of Comme) and. 
bearty nudertaking Cn > demenſfration of that Change. For the ſwerving 
frm ths ao and Tre, wat fe which we went a-wry, and the returning thereto 

ore Wt #0 our ace 

And 2 Gentleman produced and read the King's Speech made Monday the roth of F 
1667, where:n he ſpake chiefly of the League, which afterwards when ray 1 abu. 
it, was called the Tripple League. 


My Loxds and Gentlemen, 


Am glad to ook yore bes to tell you what I have dowe in 0d -Reroal 


which 7am confident Ml Boe mach to the Howour and 
Srares of AE rroniiens py r for an” w Media- 
tion of Peace between the Twp Crowns, into which that of RN Mn its 
Ambaſſador hath offered to emer as 4 Principal, 7 aid not dangr4>y 
move you for any Aid, I CinY Ub Wars 
but now the Poſture of Our N of this new At 


IE FEE RES leet to Sea this 
ywvored rh ering ou of Our Poe. þrink<.my/og 4s 
thing in order oth 

—_ Ends, but not your Affoettance, 7 ſhall not =2 

fo rhe mak hoof Tien 208 to take it into your fpeedy Con- 
ation,&c. 


Which ſhews the proper courſe and pradtice, That Kings fitſt communicate thiir Alliances 
wade, before they demand Supplies upon the acovunt of them. 


So the Exception was let fall. 
againſt it,vyas upon the mait Point of the Addreſs, where- 


rays ary 5 reupon comer League Offenſive and Deenlive with the Durch, and 
RO ener the reſt as he ſhould think be. 


25 ad rep egg Gy Particular (or particularizing) in the Addreſs, ſpoke to this 


T his is an Jwvaſion upon his Majeſtic's of inakitng Peace, War and 
Laagues, nd 8 6 rderorſe furdb Difiection & »{ed, in re rel ps Duck 
and the reft ; by nhich you grving him c : Divellions a tos 


ing 0 bis Diſcretion as to the others, it looks adgives a imbrage SF ohark we 


30 do, was by youy Zeave. 
The Antient Land tnark, the Boundavies between King and muſt not be 
removed , 7 his Power us one of the few things reſerved entirely to the Crown, Par- 


liements are ſummoned to treat de Arduis, but He, de quibuſdam Arduis, chi & 
wnprecedemted, 


The Marriages of the Royal Family is vch a petaliar t eſerved to the King, 
and the matter of "el Lad | Arrabells! m [ho tofne.. = Blireberh reſented ut 
bigh,that the Parliament her mar and ſbe ſaid, That hows 
ever it is well they did not name the Perſon , if they ad named 8 Perſon, it had 
wv ram a now here you natve the Perſon whom you would have the King 
aan 0 [6 far, come t0 dy aiv 4 7 treaty, ahd propoſe to the King to 
&. Sago lam um wpon ag; aber te Sognfes 
as « Mediator at Nimmegen, and it would be an indecem for bins at the 
time to declare himſelf « party. Baking Houſe of Auftria (chough they 
fent full powers to gen, for the purpoſe, yet) never imended to _ 4 
eace, 


—_ 1 WW  —— — 
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Peace. P 20 it was an abſurd thing for them to declare ſo in Publick , There muſt be 
KF decorum. Þ. 4p» io | 
This us the way for the King t0 have the morſe bargain with the Confegerater ; for 
obſerving how he 4c importaned, and as it were driven to make theſe Alliances, 

flacken and leſſen thoſe advamtagions Offers, which otherwiſe they would be forced 
to make, T6250 TER COnT 

And again and again, they faid His Majeſty did agree with this Houſe in the 
End, and they did not doubt but he would boafrente it by the ſame Means as was def6 
red. But his Prerogative was not to be incroach't upon. This manner of proceed- 
ing would never obtain with the King 3 nay, ut would make the Addreſs miſcarry with 
the. Kings v.40. 9.1! 0.8 eD12 "N15 4 as 
On the other Side, ſeveral ſpoke to this e&ffeR: 


He ought to conſider, we are upon the Queſtion of agreeing an Addreſs drawn by 
our Committee, by our Qxder;.* vn Nin | . 

If they have not in matter and manner correſponded with our direition or inten-- 
tion, we have cauſe to diſagree, But here the £xception taken, and Cauſe preſſed 
why we ſhould not agree with them,is, becauſe they have obſerved the very words and 
ſubſtance of our Order mbich exalth juſtifieth this Draught. 


This paſſed bn Wedieſ ty, upon a fault Debate, in a very full Houſe, two only contradiQing, 
but not one ſpeakirg wy Hap King*s Pterogative was touch't ; and therefore it's ſirange 
it ſhould -be made the greatObjetiom and Queſtion of this day. + | 


. , Bat tbe Prerggative i mot at all intrench'd upon ; He do not, nor do pretend to 
 Treator quake Alliances, we only offer our Advice about them, and leave it with the 
King. bs may do 4s hepleaſeth, either nake or not make them. Lt is no more than 
other perſons may do tothe.King ; for doubtleſs the Privy Council may Adviſe bim 
in this particular, apd why not his Great Council? This rate of aiſcourſe would 
make the King's Prerogative conſiſt meerly in not being Adviſed by his Parliament 
(of all People.) ITIERES | 

here te manifold Precedents of ſuch Advites : Zeagues have been made by 
'  MHavice of Parliament, and have been.ratified in Parliament : /n Edw. 3. Kich, 2. 
and eſpecially in Henry the Fitth's time, and particularly with Sigilmond the Em- 
perour ani King of the Romans ; and Henry the Fifth was « Adagpanimons Prince, 
and not to be /mpoſed upow. F-240 

18 Jac. 7he Parliament Adviſed the King, about making and managing « War, 
Ruſhw. Coll. 36, 41, 42, 45,46. Aud we may well wares Þ our own Adviſing the 
firſt Dutch War; and making Leagues is leſs than War. 

But if there was no Precedent in this particular Caſe, it was no Objeftion , for 
matter of Advice is not to be circumſcribed by Precedent. If there be a new Caſe 
that a Princegſhould joyn in a Har, together with another Prince, when that Prince 
was too Potent before, and that when this was diſcerned, and a Peace made, yet Suc- 
cors ſhould continually go out of the firſt Prince's Dominions t0 the Service of the 
other Prince (and that notwithſlanding ſeveral Addreſſes and Advices to the con- 
trary.) Were” 
| Ta true, (as Objetted) that the Commons have ſometimes declined Adviſing in 
the matter of WWar,&c- propoſed to them. But that ſhews not their want of Right ts 
meidle therewith ,but rather the contrary. \ The very truth s, it has been the Defire 
and Endeavour of Kings in all Ages, to engage their Parliaments in Adviſing Har, 
&c.. That ſo they might be obli the King to the utmoſt for and 4p 
s 


4 


”= Supply 
#t , but they, out of a Prudent Caution have ſometimes waved the matter, leſt 
ſhould.engage further or deeper than they were aware or willing. 

Since his Majeſty is Treating as Mediator at Niramegen, about the general Peace, 
it is agreat Rees 1y he ſhould ſpecifie the Alliances deſired as we have doxe, that 
we might make it known ; He are far from deſiring ſuch Alliances as might be made 
by and with a general Peace : but on the contrary coveting ſuch as might prevent and 
ſecure ms againſt that Dangerome and Formidable Pence. \ 

| | Doubtleſs 
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 Deonbileſs the Conſederates will offer Honowrable and Horthy Terms ; Their 
Neceſſuty is tov great ro boggle or take advantages: norwill they think this League the 
leſs worth becauſe we Adviſe it, but rather value it the more, berauſe it is dave una- 
nimoufly by the King with the Advice and Applauſe of bis People in Parltament. 
He cannot ſuppoſe that our proceeding thns to-his Majeſty will prejudice our Ad- 
dreſs, or endanger us miſcarriage , ſince it tis for his Majeſties Rub, Coll. 191 
Advantage , in that it obliges us to Supply him to alt degrees 192 X 197 i78, : 
through this Aﬀair, and the more particular it w, the more ſtill © OO 
For the King s advantage ; for if it had been more general, and the King thereupon 
had mage Alliances, whatever they men might have thought axd ſaid they were 
nos the Alliances intended, and it mightbe uſed as an excuſe or reaſon for their not 
groving Money to Supply his Majeſty hereafter, but this as it is now, doth moſt ex- 
Pe), ftriftly and particularly bind us up. * - , 

e reflett that a great deal of time (and precions time) has been ſpent ſince and 
in our Addreſs on this Subjett, and finding no effettual fruit, eſpecially of our laſt 
Addreis,s we have cauſe to apprehend we are not clear!y underſtood in what we mean. 
Now ut u the ordinary way of purſuing Diſcourſe in ſuch Caſe, and it is Proper and 
Natural for ws 10 ſpeak (out) more explicitely and particulerly, and tell his WS ed 


{ hat what we have meant i a /eague Offenſive and Defenſive : And to perſuade us 
again to Add: «/ on. in more general Terms, as before, is to perſuade us, that as we 
have done nothing this Ten Heeks, ſo we ſbould do nothing ſtill. t 

And ſince his Majeſty in his late Meſſage and laſt Speech, has bren pleaſed to 
demand 600609 1. for anſwering the purpoſe of our Addreſſes, and aſſures #s that the 
Money ſhall not be imployed to other Uſes than He would have it imployed, it is 
moſt [caſonable for us to declare plainly the we and Purpoſe we intend, that ſo it 
may be comeerted and cleay underſtood of all ; and therefore it is well: done t0 
mention t0 his Majeſty theſe expreſs Alliances, we thinking no other Alliances 
worth the ſaid Sum , and we withal Promiſing and Undertaking, that his Majeſty 
ſhall have this and more for theſe Ends. © T 41th 

Nor have we any cauſe to apprehend that his Majeſty will take amiſs our Adviſing 
Leagues inthis manner. We have preſented more than one Addreſs for Alliances 
agarmſt the Growth and Power of the French Aing, and bis Majeſty hes recerved, 
admitted antl anſwered them without any exception , andif we may Addreſs for Ai- 
liances againſt x perticuler Prince or State, Hhy not for All\ances wth 4 parti- 


tular Prince or State? It cannot be leſs regular or Parli than the Z 
1 And moreover (though we know that- Precedents are on our fidts, beſides 
our Commiſhaus by our Hrits, to Treas de arduis, & vrgentibus Regen 


& Detcolonem Regni, & Ecclefiz Ahglicanz conctrnencibus. And þ efides the 
King's ceneval Iutimations in his Primed Speech, yet) if it be ſaid tobe acecem 
and proper thing to have his Majeſtic's Leave and Conſent, before we proceed on ſuch 
a matter, i ſuc 4 Manner, as me now do, we ſay, That that in effeit is, with ws tgo ,, 
for conſider all our former Addreſſes,and his Miajeftie's Anſwers. and Me wges there- 
upon, and it will appear that bis Majeſty has engaged and encouraged us 100 npon 
this Sabject ;/ and that which he expelts and wonld heve, ws not to limit or check our 
Advice, but to Open and Enlarge our Gift, His Maje appears Content to be 
throughly Adviſed, provided be bly Furngbed and Enabled with Mg- 
wey 5 which we being now ready to do, ne clearly and concluſively preſent bias o«r 
Advice, for th lan af To prevent thoſe Miſtakes and Oiltrultswinch 
; Nucl ves he finds. lome are {o ready romake, asif he had called usro- 
dv toget Money fromus, or for other Ues than we would haye it 
Feſlk It 25d 1 DITA 424 ib | | tend ot 
Adviſing theſe Alliances, rogerber with vo bis Mas 
on to Alſoſt and Supply him preſently, and 45'S x pe the} uy 
is our only way of Complying and Correſponding with his ff perch. For thoſe 
Leagues followed ary 3. th by theſe Supplies, are the only Means and Me- 
ths 40 pot his Majeſty in the beſt Condition, both'ro Defend his Subjedts, and 
nd his Enemies : and ſo there will be no fault in bis Majeſty nar Us, but His 
and Qur Security will be ſufficiently provided 
(0) 


for, 
Beſodes, 
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Beſides, it will be worſe, it will be a very bad thing indeed not to make the Addreſs 
for this particular Zeague, now, fince we have reſolved it already. Onr intention 
being to have the Dutch.&c. comforted, encouraged and aſſured, we did order this | 
on Wedneſday, and there is publick Notice taken of it alroad and beyond Sea. tf l 
we ſhould now upon ſolemn Debate = the ſame aſide, it would beget 8 great doubt, 
diſcomfort, and diſcouragement to them. 7t is one thing never to bave ordered it . 
another. to retratt it. 

Alſo it was ſaid, 7Þhat this was necefiary, but was not all that was meceſſary ; 
ſuppoſe (which was not credible) that France ſbould be prevailed with to deliver hf 
Lorrain, Flanders,Alſaria, and other Conquered Places : Are we ſafe ? No, He has 
too many Hands, too much Money, and this Money is in great meaſure ( a Million 
Sterling yearly at leaſt) ſupplied him from hence. Je muſt depreſs him by Force 
as far as may be but further we muſt have Leagues and Laws to impoveriſh him, We 
muſt deſtroy the Erench Trade. 7 his wonld wy and ſecure us, this would make 
our Lands riſe, and this would enable ws to ſet the King at Eaſe. | 


After this long Debate the Houſe came to the Queliion, Whether this Particular of a Leagwe 
Offenſive and Defenſrve- with the Dutch, (hould be lett out of the Addrels? upon which Queſtion, 
the Houſe divided. , | 

Teas 142, Noes 182. | | 
So that it was carried by Forty that it ſhould fiand. | 

Then the main om was put for ing, with their Committee, this Addreſs : which | 
which paſſcd in the Affirmative without Diviſion of the Houſe. 

Then it was Ordered, That thoſe Members of the Houſe who were of his Majeflic's Privy 
Councel, thould . move his Majeity to know his Pleaſure,, when the Houſe might weit upon 
him with their Addreſs. ws | 

Mr. Powle Reported from the Committee, Amendments to the Bill for Recalling his Maje- 
ſtie's SabjeQts out of the French King's Service, which were Read and Agreed to by the Houle, 
and the Bill with the Amendments Ordered to be Ingrofſed. 


P And then the Houſe Adjourned to the morrow, + 


Saturday, May 26. 1677. in the morn. 


The Houſe being ſate had notice by Secretary Coventry, That the King would receive their 
Addreſs at three in the Afternoon. i 

The Bill for Recalling his Majeſtie's SubjeQs, &c. being then Ingroſſed, was Read the third 
time and Paſſed ; The cfte& of the Bill in was this. 

That al and every of the Natural bory: SubjeRts of his Majeſty, who ſhould continue or be, 
after the firſt of 4 next, in the Military Service of the French King, ſhould be diſabled to 
inherit any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments,and be uncapable of any Gift, Grant or Lega- 
cy, or to be Executor or Adminiſtrator 3 and being convicted, ſhould be adjudged guilty of Fe- 
tony, without benefit of the Clergy, and not pardonable by His Majcity, his Heirs or Succel(- 
ſors, except only by A of Parliament, wherein ſuch Offenders ſhould be particularly named. 

The like intment for ſuch as ſhould continue in the Sea-ſervice, of the French King, af- 
ter the firſt of Mey, 1678, 

This At as to the prohibiting the offence, and incurring the penalties, to continue but for 
two years, but the exccuting and proceeding upon it for Offences againſt the At, might be at 
any time, aſwell after as within the two years. 

Then it was Ordered, that Mr. Powle ſhould carry up 
put the Lords in mind, of a Bill for The better /i the growth of Popery, which they had 
{ent up to their Lordſhips before Eafter, which was forthwith done accordingly. 

As ſoon — — Bills were _— On &c. Bat the 
Members ly faid, No. would proceed on nothing but the Fre P So 
mn Afternoon, when they attended the King with their Addreſs, at rr: 

Houſe in White-Hall. Which being preſented, The King Auſwered, That it was long and 
great importance, that he would of it, and give tham an Anſwer as ſoon as he 


, The Houſe did nothing elſe but Adjourn till Mondsy morn, 


this Bill to the Lords, and withal ſhould 


LY 
- 


Monday, 
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Monday, May 28, 1677+» 


The Houſe being ſate, they received notice by Secretary Coveutry, that the King expeRted 
them immediatcly at the ing-Houſe. | | 

W hither being come, The King made a Speech tothem on the Subject of their Addreſs. Which 
Specch to prevent miſtakes, his Majeſty read out of his Paper, and then delivered the fame to the 
Speaker. And his Majeſty added a tew words about their Adjourament. 


The King's Speech is as followeth ; 


__ 


Gentlemen, 


4 Ould 7 have been Silent, 7 would rather have choſen to be ſo, than to call to 
| C mind things ſo unfit for you to medale with, as arg contained in ſome parts of 
your laſt Addrejjes, wherein you have entrenched upon ſo undoubted a Right of the 

Crown, that / am confident it will appear im no Age (when the Sword was not drawn) 
that the Prerogative of mm Peace and War hath been ſo dangerouſly invaded. 

Zou do not content your ſelves with deſiring Me to enter into ſuch Leagues, as 
may be for.the Safety of the Kingdom, but you tell Me what ſort of Leagues they 
muſt be, and with whom ; (and as your Adareſs is worded )it is more liable to be un- 
derſtood to be by your Leave, then at your Requeſt, that 7 ſhould make ſuth other 
Alliances, as 1 pleaſe, with other of the Confederates. 


Should 7 ſuffer this Fundamental Power of making Peace and JV ar to be ſo far 
invaded [ 15 but once) as to have the Manner and Circumſtances of Leagues pre- 
ſcribed ro Me by Parliament, it's plain that no Prince or State would any longer be. 
lieve that the Soveraignty of England reſts in the Crown , Nor could 7 think My 
Self to ſignific any more ro Foreign Princes, than the empty Sound of a King. Hhere- 
fore you may reſt aſſured, that no Condition ſhall make Me depart from, or leſſen ſo 
Eſſential a part of the Monarchy. And 7 amwilling ta believe ſowell of this Houſe 
"Commons, that 7 am confident theſe ill Conſequences are not intended by you.  , 


Theſe are in (bort the Reaſons why 7 can by no means approve of your Addreſs,and 
get ns you | wa declined to grant Me that Supply which is neceſſary to he Ke 
of it, 7 ao again declare to you, That as { have done all that lay in my power ſince 
Jour laſt Meeting, ſo 7 will ftill apply My Self by all the Means 7 can, to let the 
Horld ſee My Care both for the Security and Satisfattion of My People, although 
it may not be with thoſe Advantages to them which your Alſittances 7 might have 
procured. . 


And having ſaid this, he ſignified to them that chey (ſhould Adjourn till che 16th.,of Faly. 


Upon hearing of this Speech read, the Houle is ſaid to have been greatly appalled, both in 
that they were 4 ſeverely Checked in his Majeſtic's name, from whom they had been uſed to 
xeccive fo conſtant Teſtimonies of his Royal Bounty and Aﬀection, which they thought they 
bad deſerved, as alſo, becauſe there are ſo many Old and freſh Precedents, of the fame Nature ; 
and if there had not, yet they were led into this by all the 'fiepps of Neceffity, in duty to his Ma- 
j-iy and the Nation. And ſeveral of them offering theretore modefily to have ſpoken, they 
were interrupted continually by the Speaker, contelting that after the King's pleaſure ſignitied 
for Adjournment.there was no further Liberty of ſpeaking. And yer it is certain, that at the 
ſame time in the Lords Houſe, the Adjournment was in the uſual forme, and upon the Queſti- 
on fir{t propounded to that Houſe, and allowed by them All Adjournments ( unle(s 'made ty 
{pecial © omumiſſion under his Majeſtic's Broad Seal) being and having alwaies becti ſo, an A&R 
of the Houſes by their own Authority, Nevertheleſs, ſeveral of their Members requiring to be 
heard, che had the contidence, without any Queſtion put, aud of his own motion, to 
ſropounes the Adpurned till the nat Job ok ge down in the middle of the 
, all the Houſe being aſtoniſhed at ſo unheard of a violation of their inherent Privi 
and Conſtitution. that which more amazed them afterwards, was, That white none of 
their own TranſaQtions or Addrefſes for the Publick Good are ſuffered to be Printed, but even 
all Written Copies of them with the ſame care as Libels qa Yet they found this ſevere 
ech publiſhed in the next days News-Book, to mark out to their own, and alt other 
ations, as refratory diſobedient Perſgns, that had lofi all reſpe&t ro his Majeſty, Thus 


were 
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were they well rewarded for their Itch of Perpetnal Sitting, and of Afling ; the Parliament be- 
ing grown to that height of Contempt; as to be Gazerted among Run-away Servants, Loſt 
Doggs, Strayed Harſes,' and High- way-Robbers. 

la this manner was the Second Mzeting of this, whether Convention or Parliament, conclu- | 
ded 3 But by what Name foever it is lawtul to call them, or how irregular they were in other 1 
things, yct. ic mult be. confeſſed; That this Houſe or Bam of Cemmons, deſerved commenda- 
tions for baving ſo far prevented the Eſtabliſhment of Popery, by rejecting the Conſpizators 
two Bills ; IJntirulcd, | | 

i. An At for further ſecuring the Proteftant Religion by Educating the Children of the Royal 
Family therein And for the providing for the Continuance of a Proteſtant Clergy. 

2. An Ad for the more effefiual Convittion and Proſecution of Popiſh.Recuſantis, And for ha- 
ving in ſo many Addrefles, applyed againit the French"Power and Progreſs; And their Debates 
before recited upon this latter ſubje&t, do ſufkgjen'ly ſhow, that there are men of great parts + 
among them, who underliand the Interett of the Nation, and as long, as it is for their pux- 
poſe, can proſecute it, 

For who would not commend Chaſtity, and rail againſt Whoring, while his Rival injoyes 
his Miltrefs? 

But on the other ſide that poor delare of Perpetuating to themſclves thoſe advantages which 
they have ſwallowed, or do yet gape for, renders them fo Abject, that they are become a 
nicer property to the Conſpiraters, and mult, in order to-their continuance, do and ſuffer 
ſuch things; ſo much beþ-w ard contrary to the fpirit of the Nation, that any ' honeſt man 3 
would {wear that they were no- more an Englifþ Houſe of Parliament. And by this weakneſs | 
of theirs it was, that the Houſe of Peers alto (as it is in contiguous Buildings) yielded and 
gave way {0 tar even to the ſhaking-ut che Government, For had the Commoens ſtood firm, 
it had been impcſible that ever two men, ſuch as the Elack avd White Lords, Treriſe and 
Frechwe!!l, though of ſo vait Fortunes, extraordinary Undexſianding, and: fo proportionable 
Courage, (hould but for ſpeaking apainlt theix ſenſe have commitred the Fous Lords, ( not 
much ticir interiours) and thereby brought the whole Peerage of England under their vaſſa» 
lage. | IA 
They met 2ga n at the Day appointed, the 16.0f July, The duppoſed Houle of Commons 

were {o well appayed, and tound themſelves at ſuch eafe, under the Proceftior: of theſe fre- 

quent Adjournments, which ſeemed alfo. further to conhem theis Tile to Parliament, that 
® . they quite forgot how they had been Outlawed in the Gazette,. or if any ſenſe of it remain d, 
where was no opportunity to diſcover-it, For his Majeſty having fignitied by Mr. Secretary 
Coventry his Pleature,that there ſhould be a further Adjowrament, their Mr. Seymoxy (the Speaker 
deceaſed) would, not fuflerany man to proceed 3 But an Honourable Member requiring mo- 
deitly to have the Ordzs. read, by which they» were before Adjourned, he Interrupted him 
and the $.conder of that Motion. For he had at the laft Mceting gained one Precedenc of his 
own making, for Adjourning the Houſe, without queltion, by kis own Authoriey,and was 
to have it diſcontipuecd 3 fo that without any more ado, like an iptallible Judge,and who h 
the power over Councils, he dechared, Ex Cathedra, that-they were Ad} cill the third of 
December next. And in the fame moment ſtampt down on the floor, and went forth (trams 
pling upon, and treading under foot, I had almoſt ſaid, the Privileges and Uſage of Pazliament, 
but however } without ſhewing that decent refpeR which is due toa multitude in Order, and 
to whom he was a Menal Servants | 

In the mean time the tour Lords lay all this while in the Tower, looking perhaps to have 
ben (et free, at leatt of Couric by Prorogation. And there was the more reaſon to have ex- 
pected wne, becauſe the Corn Clauſe which deduRted Communibws Annes, 550co 1. out of the 
King's Cultomes, was by the Act of Parliament to have expired. 

But theſe frequent Adjourriments left no place for Divination, but that they muſt rather 
have been calculated to give the. French more ſcope for perfefting their Conquetts, or to keep 
the Lords cloſer, till the Tonſpirators Deſigns were accompliſhed ; and it is 1&& probable that 
one of theſe were falſe, than that both were the true Cauſes. So that the Lords, if they had 
becn taken in War, might have been Ranſorned cheaper than they were Imprifoned. When 
tRerefore after ſo long Patience, they faw no end of their Captivity, they began tothink that 
the procuring of their Liberty deſerved almoſt the fame Care which others took to continue 
them in Durance 3 and each of them choſe the Method he thought moſt adviſable. 

The Earl of Sb:ftsbury having addrefſed in vain for his Majeſtie's Favour, reforted by 
Habeas Corpus to the King's Benob, the conſtant Reſidence of his Juſtice. But the "were | 


more true to their Patents than their Juriſdiftion, and remanded him, Sir Thomtay Jones having 
done him double Juſtice, anſwering for himſelf and his Brother Twrſden, that was abſent 


and had never heaxd any Argument in the Caſc. 
The Duke of Bukingham, the Earl of Salirbury, and the Lord Wharton, had better Fortune 


than he, in recurring to his Majeliy by -a Peticion, wpen which they wes IEEE” + 
; c 
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uſe of an honourable Evalion, where no Legal 
Perſons may cenſure tacm oy gee. 
But it is Honour for them to 
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It is now come to the Fourth Ad, Lb: the next Scene that opens may be Rame or Paris, 
like idic Spectators, and thill give *Money'towards their own Treg 
his. Majet}y andthe Churct cs Carey under God's Special Providence, 
received frequent. difappoimments, Bur it /is here as' in Catting, where, 


.tho may loſe for a while; to the Skill or good Fortune of a fairer Flayer,and ſeaie- 
times on purpole to' draw him in , yer the falle Dice mutt at the Jong run Carry it, 
unleſs \dilcovered z and- wheel it - Once to''a gyeat Stake, wj1! Sweep Uac 


Tables =s* a. 8 A ( . 
If the Relator had extended all theſe Articles in their! particular Inflances® with” feverdl 
other Heads, which out of he forbore to enumerate, it is" evident there was ra 
ſufficient to have furthes | his Subjects; 'And nevertheleſs, he foteſtes that he (half on 
purſuing this methed, Some'on the 6ne fide wilt expeft, that the 
have been named; whereas he oncly (gives Evidence to the'Fa; and 
leaves the ors to thoſe who have the power" of inquiry. Jt was his deſign indeed tb 
give Information, but pot to tum. Informer. © That theſe to whom he hath onely a publick 
enmity, no private animoſity, imight have the privilege of Statef-men, to repent ar the laſt 
hour, Py ern} ng former miſdemeanours. © Bur if any one 
in the Chaſe, he is an ill Woodaan that knows not the fize of the Beatt by the pro- 
of his Excrement. | rt? ys 
this diſcourſe (as they doall Pcoks that tend to 
and the Ki as if it too were written 


- Majeſty, if it were 
Love of his People. 
under any good Government, but for their rotorious 
bling bur by nouriſhing ſuſpitions berwixt a molt 
ign- ''B IO ES ny we: 
, and. er it maybe caJur by interefed perſons, was writ- 
of meer Fidelity and Service to his Majfty, and God forbid chac 
"than That the month of all Iniquity and of Flatterers may be ft 
pets Ve 1779 > aeaxre Fe Bayobrnbym Th agg 
cmedy, For ſo far is the. himſedf-from any Sinifter ſarmiſe of his'Majetty, or trom 
ſuggeſting it to others, that he acknowledges. if it were fit for Ceſar s Wife to be tree, much 
more is Ceſar himſelf from all Crime and Suſpition.' Let us therefore conthide with cur 
own Common Devotions, From:oll Privy Conſpiracy,&c.''Good' Lard deliver is. © 


= —_ = 
- - 
- -_ 
. 
- 
. 
— . 
—=Y 
- 


| 
| 


4 
| 


'LIESY 


Several Ships 


- Engliſh Merchants 


Taken by Freneb Privateers, ſince December, One 
chouſand f1x hundred ſeventy and three. 


ALSO, 


A Brief ACCOUNT _—_ what Applications 
have been made for Redreſs, il-Board, and 
with the Committee of Trade. 
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| At the Court at White-Hall the 4th of Auguſt, 1526. 
Preſent, 


The Kine's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council 


The Right Honourable the Lords of the” Committee of Trade did this Day 
unto His Majeſty in Council, « Report —_ 9 of my which his TH #4 
did ſuſtain by the French Capers, othe I, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


ff 


TEPLLE 
Tait fat 


| of them as were of eight and 


[ef 
47H 
i 


Tied 


RR a err wet hs eta 


Ability to Proſecute, arr Boar » det. Ee rn on 


from Paris, » 


inſtant, qd unto the Committee a * Paper which he ichel 
Monficur Comin, relating to theſe matters, and the Contents thereof were as follow. 


3 


Q- Ati 
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An Extra& of a Letter from Monſieur Colbert to Monſieur Pompone, 
written the 28th, of June, 1676. c 


OR what concerns the Prizes, it would be a difficult matter to Anſwer to all the 
Cafes contained in Monſieur Courtin's Zetter ; What 7 can ſay, is, 
That the Council for Marine Aﬀeairs, Sits every Friday at St. Germans. 
That all Prevateers 4nd Reclaimers know it. SE 
That SirEllis Leighton,” #awineted by 'the Engliſh Zarbaſſador, hath alwayes 
notice of it, and is alwayes preſent at it. 
' That not 8 Hetk paſſes, but. 7 give him two or three Audiences, and oftentimes 
T ſend for bim on purpoſe. | | 
His Reaſons are all Reported, Read and Examined, 
As likewiſe are all Petitions of Reclaimers ;' and 7 ſhall tell you more, 7 ac- 
quaint him with the Reafons upon which Fudgment u given. 
1n giving Judgment, all Veſſels which have any Appearance of being Engliſh, 
are Releaſt, and very often, « alwayes, although: we are ſatisfied that the 
Ships are Dutch, yet they are releaſed becauſe there is ſome appearance of their be- 
ins Engliſh; And every thing is Judged favourably for that Nation : And it is 2 
true that all Ships that are taken are of Dutch built ; That they never were in 
England , That the Maſters and all the Zquipage are Dutch, That the Documents 
are for rages unknown, and which are not oftentimes { much as named ; T hat they 
carry with them onely ſome See Briefs from Wateriord or ſome other 7own of 


Ireland or Scotland ; 7het the whole Ships Company es, they were ſent to 
Holland ; 7hat we have found on Board three or four Feſſels, Bills of Accompts, 
er Cent. for ownivg of 


by which is ſeen the Eng) ſh rake two, three and four, 
Ships ; And although it is impoſſible to avoid Confiſcating them, yet theſe are the 
Ships which make ſuch a noiſe is England. = 


' In Anſwer to which Rewarques 3: though it be true, that a!l rc{pect imaginable ought to be 
iven to what Mipiſters of that Ar var do e, Yet there being ſome ; hoc 
ween them wha feel the ſmart, and thoſe who teebic not 3. we ſball inſiſt on ſome Particy- 
lars, that your Majeſty may diſcern whether your Subjects are ſo fortunate in their freedom of 
Trade at Sea, or jn the helps of Juſtice when-they are ſeized, as the Report and biformation 
of the. Letter would ſeem, tomake out. - Fox as it magnitics the favour which is exerciſed in 
France, the facility in all Addieſles,and the tenderneſs to relieve Engliſh men in all Complaints, 
fo we cannot on this Subje& but,own to your Majeſty the very diftexent Reſentments we have 
thereof 3; for we underſtand that when Engliſh Ships age brought into the Ports of France,ma- 
ny of the Marriners complaining of ill Trcatment, and ſome of Terannd, ty Fapens being 
ſcized and theip Perſons in Reſtraing, till all Examinations are prepared, Then arcall the Wri- 
tings ſent up to the. Privy Comncib at St, Germangand there Judgracnt definitely given 3 Seldom 
are any of the Reaſons of Condemnation mentioned in the Decree, and neyer any Appeal or 
Reviſion admitted of (fo at leaft it was until the 20th. of Fwne laſt.) And whether this be the 
Tendernefs or the Jultice. which is menticned, we do not know but we are well affured, 
That the Methods of your Majeftie's Clemency, and Juſtice on like occaſions, have been far 
otherwiſe, - And we appeal tg the preſent Embaſſador, Monſicur Comrten, it almoſt in all Ca- 
ſes, that he or any other of the thought fit to own, (when his Excellency was 
here before, and your Majcfty in War with. Holland, ſcizing many Ships as Prize, and under 
great ſuſpicion claimed by the French) whether it were not very cuſtomary, to have a ſhort 
Reference, and a fumumary Examination of all Papers by the Judge of the Admiralty in his 
Chamber 3 and that if any thing, appeared fair in the Caſe, whether the Ships were not im- 
' mediately Releafed without Law, charge or delay ? And *twill not be out of ſcaſon,we hope, 
t0 annex hereunto the Copy of an Order of the 22tb. of July, 1665, Signed by the then Lords 
Commitlioness of Prizes, whexe it will appear, That Eighteen French Ships (which were Laden 
with Wine and Brandy) being at Dover, and detained as Prize, were all Eighteen by one Order 
diſcharged without any Law, or even the Ceremony of the Judges Examination, teing lngly 
on the Credit of the Ambaſſador's Word, affirming that they belonged unto the French, 


And as for the matter of Reviſions or Appeals,after Sentence in the Court of Admiralty here 3 


We know his Excellency will atſo remember, that never any wan was denicd His liberty there- 
| nz 
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; but on the contrary, your Maj a ſtanding Commiſſion for Appeals in all Caſes of 
my filled it with the L of yorn-Ceacll cndyyher.cany Cole eitanchve © hap” 
did as well as determination. 


We might alſo put your Majefty in mind, That during the whole term of your late 
with France, when ay cb Ships weze ned by the Holtencer, and ahiorenadng 
by his Majeltie's Frigats, ſuch French Ships were always refiored on demand, no conſideration 
being had of the time they were in poſſeiſion with the Hollander, Whether a Month, two, or 
three, as ſometimes they werez and when the French Owner, as it hath happened, knew not-of 
ſuch retaking, . but that the Ship; was according to-Law, condemned to your Majeſty and ſold 
with other Prizcs, yet the Claimer appearing, your Majeſiy hath ordered the Money and pro- 
duct of the Ships to be reſtored unto him. | 

Such Various Methods of Juſtice and of Clemency, might have entituled your Majeſty to a 
different acknowledgment, and more advantageous effects, | 


As to the other part of the ſaid Paper, It ſeems to contain very harſh imputations on the 
Trade of your Majeliics Subjets, and trom ſome ill practice perhaps found out (as every where 
there may be Inſtances of the like) General Rules are made,and ſevere Imprefſions taken, which 
having entred the thoughts of ſome Eminent Miniſters, we mult not wonder (how frequent 
and how multiplied ſoever your Majelties Recommendations for Juſtice are) that the Events 
of Tryals prove 16 unfortunate, If your Majeſty will but Vouchſafe to caſt your Eye on the Ca- 
ſes here annext, You will ſoon (ce, 


Whether (as is imputed) all the Ships taken arc Dutch built ? 

Whether they are all ſuch as never were in England ? 

Whether a!l the Maſters and all the Mariners are Dutch ? 

Whether the Documents be for perſons unknown, and. oftentimes not named ? 


Whether in the whole Liſt there be more then one Ship from Waterford, and but Six from 
the reſt of all Ireland 3 but from Scotland not fo much as one? '/ * 


Whether *tis credible all the ip's Company do ſwear are ſent to Holland, when o 

many are taken even coming from Holland? Bt "ey LEN, of 
Your Majcſty may ſee how waoy Ships in the if ar | 

lours, Engliſh Marriners, . Engliſh Owness, ſome of them 

whom the beſt Papers your Majeſiy or your, Miniliers can 

are given, but all iu vain. <p" | 


$0 that if the Caſe þe in the General quite diflerent from what in the General s repreſene- 
ed, we bope it will be no Cw ar yu gi ua emo Noiſe in £: 
they arg ty ane Eq {ce theix.Goods taken from them by Violence, that 
Golenc rahe ulified theo þ ret by Lava PELEERTÞ Lot 
- Tis not for the Condemnation on thole ill Cates cyumerat: £ your Subj 
do complain ; for it were to DEDES if all ſuch were Punithed tat gens Sens 
Trade, wRopy colluſion take ſhare in that Profit which the favour of the preſent Conjun&ure 


ſecrns w appropriate to this Kingdom, 
And ſurely your Majeſty and the whole Ki did reckon this ad and the 
Extent of Trade that would naturally- on of the OR Fruits and Slotkngs of 
your, Peace ſo that your Majeſty being ſenſible of great decay and loſs of - Eaglih Trading 
Ships in the late War, did think it advifable to admit your Subjects to elves on 
the ſudden by purchaling of forraign Ships, and your Majeſty by your Authority made theng 
free, and ft to partake in the benetit of Engliſh Ships, to the diminution of thole higher Cu- 
lioms, which otherwiſe ſuch Ships were obliged to pay. And while your SubjeQts with theſe 
and with their own home- built Ships are in proſecution of the (aid Advantages, while every 
man is invited ty the Conjunture to venture more and to inlarge his Trade, while by a ge- 
neral truſt in the Peace and Alliance your Majeſty holds with all your Nei round about; 
they are lead tg go abroad unarmed and without defence, we cannot but lament it as a great 
misfortune and diſappointment to obſerve how theſe your Majelties Subjects are frequently 

made a Prey of, and very cvilly treated both at Sca and Land. W | 
herefore 


[. 60 ] 

1 . Root of alt this diſorder arifes from the violence 2nd rapine 
each Capers, [who ought to be Hooked on as difturbers of the Quiet, amd 
good F ip between the two Crowns, We are 'of Opinion, Thur 

of bo ces ode roy ew pen len 


: | All which is mot Flumbly ſubmitted. 
Council Chamber, Wer age 


3 1th. July, 1676. | 40 
. Angleſey, Finch, C. 
- \ Bath, - Bridgwater, 
Craven, —— Coventry, 


F. Ernle, G. Cartret.. 


| Robert Southwel. 


| 


T 


Tha 
thing preſſed for in his Majeliir: 
$ 
Name ; { And Maſter Secretary is alſo to attend the 
French and to | 


Fj 


made of 
Mr 42 =Y is care; fach lively Iniprell 
7 the Minirscf Frame, a y the Evils, that arc complained of, and obtain the 


6 chad Nl eds eh >) epparie rg. 


nyF 


ALIST of Several SHIP'S belonging to Eng 
Merchants, Taken by French Privateers, ſince Rene 


thouland ſix hundred ſeventy and three. 
ALSO 
x Majzsriz s Orders for Redreſs, bearing Date 
as followeth. 
\, June 36, 1674 
HE RR two Ketches 
at London, 
Bed wo Bill and conſigned 


—— Frog ans Le Men a Private, Commander of 
November 4th. 1674. 


May 19th. 1675; 


Fobn and Sarah, of 120 Tun, Eagh Bil, Wiliaz Button Maſter, he and 
> ne Fong ae Engliſþ Owners of the Ship, Laden wi 
ppl Robert: Hutchins of Exeter ; 


ymmond; Owner, Sir rederich, and 
I Gs 2 letting ber Cnch end cored 


of a Scz-Briet. 
Novemb, 20th. 1674. 


and | Laders and Owners,taken about the ſame 
z except a Sea-Brief. | 


2 
The Great Daly of Tuſcony WE 2 dp JOOE 4020 Helland Cheeſes, upon 
2crount of Wen W deb, Mev of Lon, o be fot ME Oh 6s 
a French Caper, and carried toCreftwick + © 


The Orange Tree, Andrew Squaſh 
ci ar carried in, having all F 
4 [103 23004008 


March 29th, 1675. 
| The Poſtilian of Cadiza Dutch Ship, run into T7 
En LO I Tar nh 
Men of War, and particularly the Chevalier de Reynold. 


March 3d. 1675, 
His. Mljettie"s Pacquet-Boat is by Anthony Vander Tyden, 2 Caper of Dwnkerk, plundred 
Jewels as (he was ; paihog into Holland. oy _ , =y 


—TITViN5, £36 Tuns, Fobn Shipey Maſter, willy mann'd with his Majeſtics 
provided with all Paſſes and Teſtimonials, by the Treaty required, and bs] to Wiliem 
from Ain wh 


UTE aEO FF 5 riaR Gn 


S$7;1 5 3V« ' —_— Ih a 43 


| Squenber 23th. 1675. 
The Golden Sun of Bremen. Burthen 199 -T; ns, Egber Cofter Maſter, richly kden with 


ET a een Lara in COT 
c 


and Ptantations appeared, ſhe wag in. ile nheeing London to b, in Septem- 
ber, 1675. taken by a French Privateer, carried and condemned, Bremen 


be Far ks the protection of the Swede, The parties.appearing before the Lords of the Com- 
mitcec, {wore the Principal _ their Goods was to the —_— of 3092 I 


' \ q y 


_ ; . - September PR nt Ty _ Dn. 


ui-Conted Thiineh, Bo " built, Robert illiows Maſier, ud half Ouran 0 
his MajetMcsSttbjedts, und provided with Paſſes. The other half, and the whole of the La» 
ding, bclonging to Simon Francia, who is, ratyralized, - - «As the Ship was (ayling from Rotter-" 
dam to Fa'muuth, and ſo-in her Courſe to the Canariey, is ſeized in September laſt by'a French 
Privatecr, BR into. Calais, the the Ship .zetiored, yet che Maſter 


the Goods. and 
ſweats His Dee Daef's $ 7, avd 6d, And the laid Arquals bin canta 3975 4 4-34. 
5 thre. | | December iſe 1675 | ke, wr 
| php of Patt Fobu, 0b- Maller "1 a antndiogges the At of Navigation, Frame 
els Terence at Ergliſh Man te On Tſo ; - 
rors'0f che Lafing, i in her c from al 3 - 
_ 7k 1675, 


"The C C wa] of Brifot. Wale Hile Malier, Maſter, Jower Whitwoed Owner, bound from Briftol to 
Frame, Wa #:-6 Wy ; in hy {% ory - wilfully under Water, by the Chevalier dt 


rrp Þ hom ie Fre 6 fr tem thn 
on board * a ons ls þ A The upon Oath, amounted unto 11001. 
Io anyary 30th, 1675,” 
The Fawes,of Doyer, boy Bilkoa. \ LE Nicholas Cullen of Dover, 
alone Bath dong Ong fickor os CREATES ==" 69 "Fr 
Kh 234 + 
- The FINFUMS Elie cbetb, 'P i Mafery and part-Ownee, the Mavis 


ners all Engliſh, Jobn Smith, E th Then 2 the Maſter, all SubjeQs of his Majeſty, 
O Reverdan, in Dank in December doe $3 TY 


Owners of the Cargoe : She was in rag wt _— 
within Prfol $hotgk Le: by Njchalas. Bo 7 an much abuſed, 
and one'of. the Men zough the Do ſr m , aches then. not-Griking the Top« 
(at, as che' Caper at bn examined by the the Admizalty, in March lati. l 


os 234, a 


Litaleton and 
oy et Foy ret er was 
is ps tr She had her Paſs and Bills of 
SE DL Refiond. 


!;: 


woo 
Lading, yet _ by two Privatcers ee 


March 


[64] 


Marth. 3, x65. 


The $oipp ſide Shec Edwards Maſter, Laden" with Proviſions by Edward Sanders of 
Lands Mxchant i hes Gove rm Nw Fg halt Tore nd hu foe 


he Teanch Tartige; endiho Provilicr 
Mereb 8b, 1673; "KY 


The Catherine Galliot, Adrian Chapmotts Maſter, Henry de Wild Owners, his Majefties 
Subjects, Notwithftandinga Paſs fromthe Lords of the Admmiraley, NR 64A 
Tarmoxth, at Roan taken, Jy agar: © 1 >, > Ht 2 


Aprit oh. 1676. 


The New Excbange, W alter Prace Maitery With Terk, Hey Glwer and bite Merchants of 
Lymerick, his Majeltics Subje&s Owners of Ship and Goods 3 ſhe had Paſſes in due Forme on 
Board, as alſo an Order from the Coutt of Phinte fot her releaſe upon a former Capture, by a 
Privatecr of Calais, but is taken by Charles Landscbooter of Dunkirk, and there condemned as 


Prige. 
4 untin% #57 - piti_nls 1645, 


| PCS pos Provr ſonipirss Maſter, This 
Owner, a5 appcazed by Bill of Sale, 
England was carticd into. Dunks = 


KL 7 


The Green Dragon, Ja James White 


low, Salt ee Whine Maſs, be 


open 
paw ey ot-the Ol ie and Matiners forced, 
Paſſes, 


ts edging that the Ship belonged to Offend, t 
merich, Merchant 3 and had all neceſſary Sea-briefs ing 
fb ba Frederick and others , all his Majeſties SubjeRts, The Matter and three 
Mariners were his —_— RIDER 3s 
' I wv: ONCOL 008 
+? 431 1 WG \ 
La gt Wd DAG ot \ Ap 0g nk Jie. 1696. 


The Elizabeth of London, Engliſh buile, burthcr: about % Tuns, Fobn Pingy Maſter 
manned with Exgliſh men, having a Paſt-froti the Lords of the Admiralty, and a Port-Paſs 
_ Dover, being laden with Merchandiſes at the 1- oewnges, Je rtly cn the aczoon en 


pmon, of Lopdoa Mexchade, and the doh 3 — th artd Fonrſe, and OO 
amy: arid 


LED ne nav rpen'r yours ao > 
to be onde. | 


; Mis 


| th. 1676, 
turh wt 7 116 39t 


7 Gm Gm natdnneys 5 Yet 6n' 
Oyage, taken and carried in Calair. 


=" | My 


The Peace of Dablin (Burthen 150 Tuns) Paul 
Martin, and Samuel Martin of Dublin, all Subjefts 


May 26th 1676. 


> Baa | 

The Wiliam of London, Fobn Cornelioſon Maſter, a Denizon of beland, William Gate the 
Owner, a Merchant of London, and natural bora Subject ;” She was in her Voyage from Roche! 
to the Sound, taken in April laſt, by one Captain Anthony, aud carried into Calais, all his. Pa- 

5 taken from him, alſo their Goods and Cloths, the Maſter {tripe naked, he and fevetal of 
iis Men, put in doe ane au 024.7 wy rg ne _ ww nnd we 
to them, being not allowed an > Preſident of Calais, as was Sworn 
ſaid Maſter, before the Lords ache Compatee of Trade. by 


June 7th. 1676. 
The Hope of London, Engliſh built, Richard Milborne Mafter ; 'All the Mariners biit one. 
Subjedts to his Majeſty, had and Sca-Bricls, Yet as ſhe entred into Dover, (withit Gun- 
Captain Bowen, a Subject of his Majeſlics, failing by French 


w 


ſhot of the Caſtle) was ſeized by 
Commiſſion, and carried into 


Fane 7th. 1676. 


The Pelican of London, Fobn' Sanderſon Maſter, William Welch and Jobn Swinton, who are his 
Majeſties Gia, Conor and is come from the Tercers, and being bound 
to Amſterdam, (he is taken and carried into - 


6 | Jane 148h. 1676, 

The Agatha, Foreign Tuns, Laden with Deals, at Waterwick in Notabay 3, the 
Maſters ram Job Fi. Ge Dn, and thy Ship and Good longing ro Fly er 
2nd other ts who arc Engliſh. But in het Voyage to Amſterdem, is as Pfizc. 


Fane 21ft, 1676, 
The James of Landon, a free Ship, Fobn Williamſmn Maſter, the Owners all Engtifs 
Ee re DOES Lets rnd 


, with Salt and Serwbol, and coming tb London, 
\Cafile ſeized and carried into Calair, 
and their Papers taken away, 


= 


ether necefary Teltimonials. - She was 
was on the 28th. of Moy. vom. of 
Sip run a-ground, the Back broke, and 
June 25th, 1676. 

The Patrick, of Waterford, a-Pink. of 70 Tun, Foba Tuckgr Maſter, She was in Oftober 1 
takcn þ n{oon Shs gr; c and y hoy rx into the Groine, condetnned is Pi 
bought. y Phillip $t ord an Eng and laden by bim with V 


Oranges, and being lent. Dower Cafilc and 
rage td bens IEG de Loreen Gounniter by 
Majettics Subje, and ſervant to the [aid Sreffird, 


[ 65 ] 
Fune 28th. 1676. 


The Reſolution of Poole, Engliſh built, Ant | Hort Maſter, laden at Pool In laſt, with 
Wheat, Barley and Rye, of the growth of the , by Jobn Welchman flo < 


Merchant, ſole Owner thereof, to be delivered to his fon at Rotterdam. She raken in 
May by Oliver Compin, and carried into Dunkirk, though ſhe were Engliſh built | 
Mariners aboard, had a Paſſe according to the late Regulation, and the Ship y che 


Matter and one Thomas Barefoot, and the parties concerned being, Subjects to his Maj 

which hath been proved by authentick atteſtations, and ypon Oath before the Lords of the 

Committee, | 
June 2. $th, 1676, s 


The Peace of Dublin, George Adrianſon Maſter, belonging to Wilkam Tork,, and Andrew Joyce, 

his Majeſties Subjects, pup, them laden at Gorway in Ireland, with raw Hides, Tallow, 

Leather, and other things, of the growth of that Country,conſigned to William Exton of Dover, 

Merchant ; had Bills of Ladi Sea-brict, and other neceſſary Papers aboard ; Yet in March 

laſt, was near Dover ſeized by Captain Williem Bowen, Captain Peter Yermill, and Sacret Long- 

ſehooten z, (hz is carried into Dunkirk, tothe Owners. detriment of 10001. And the Ships 
Company were ſtript, plundered, and cxccedingly abuſed by the ſaid Bowen, 


- Fane 6th, 167 6, 


The Mergaret of London, 320 Tuns , foraign built but made free by warrant of the 1 4h. 4 
of Fune 1674. belonging to Chamberlain Donze Merchant of London, manned with Engliſhmen, ' 
all except two, and the Mafier, Fobn Chriſman a. free Denizon, (he is laden with Salt at Koche!, 
by order of Chryſoftome Hamilton, and being bound for Dantzick had a Paſs under the King 5 
hand, Counterfi by Mr. Secretary Williamſon , Yet the is taken, and carried into Calars, 


| 

the 24th. of June | 
| aka _ Fuly 6th. 1676, y 26 | 
to Abram Stock Merchant of the place, is taken by Pti- 4 


The Judith of Dover, belongji 
vateers of France, and carried into 


Fuly 14th. 1676. 
The St. George of London, Henry F airweather Maſter, laden at Chriſtians in Norway, by order | 
Genge Tmfry Merchan f Lou the Ship and Goods, and_his Majeſtie's | 
e k , | , Ri 
s. tr Ce ot en Ce Sp aBaf WLISd, Ries | 


and Plundered | 1 away, the Papers ſized, and al carried into 
| Dunkirk, where they were. po for whe hp in to be ſplit on the tirit change y 
| of weather, and the men very evilly treated... ach 2 


———_ uae 20th, 1676. | | : 


The Sheperdeſr of London, 280 Tuns burthen, Tyant Fecks Maſter, a free Denizon, had his 
Majelties Paſs, and (ayling trom the Fly to Norway, was taken and carried ito Calais. That 
the Ship and about 60 4. in or, 4b nr Van Alderwelt, as is (wom by the ſaid 
Fecks, and made out by all Papers found in the faid Ship, ooo 


146 oubpoye <a THRNE 3794 + ponent . 1 
| The Swanof London, Fohn Richardſon Maſter, Laden, wich. Sale, Wine, Brandy and other — 
He Ns bound for the - rg ores Fore Bees  —__ l 
Fobn Eyers, and RoberaTi Agora 3 oy born Subjects, was ſeized | 
aberaay oaks pected op Ils Arm, her Sea-brief, and other Pa- 
pers torne t ip plu to the yalue of 250 4, in. Goods, the Mariners im 
Prſoned 16 dayes, all which epoſed By hi ates” Lamri- 
| | Jaly rich. 1696, Sgt gran 

The Orange Tree of Topſham, Samuel Sintall of T Maſter; Trading tor theſe 1 
years.) as a free ſhip of ,and ſo entred into the Cuſtom-Hoalſe of ſeveral 4d 
bong to Audrey Reafb of Eawer, and ocher Mexchanis of that Fiages All the Maxincrs Le 

g'4ſh 


| * a " - 
. 
. * 


—-- —A©_ 
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ele, yet 25 rene LEES Retterdam, was on the x 21h. of Fuly 1674. met 


near Portlead, by Captain Bedrwyne, and carried into Sherbrook. That beides thelofs of hi 
and Goods the Mariners arc damniticd tothe value of 200, and the lofs of elvee of that Lee 


| Faly 14th. 1676. 


at Sente Cruz in , ff Copper, Wax, and A 
bis Majeſiies ws Subjctt yrs gr og 

miles of Dover, taken by one Arex 
where they are fill detained. The ſaid Ship had a Paſs 
2 Sca-bricf from the Major of Sewhampein, and mined w 
cepted, all which hath appeazed by Oath and Certificates. 5 

| | | Frne 28th. 1676. 
The Charity of Londen, a Prize Ship made free, Robert Corton Maſter, Navi 

me, was fraiphted with a parcell of Sale at Dartmoxth, by Maſter | 


and ned © his Brother 5 amwel Rotzerdam, and 
che rib of Apeil aſt ca fiowns ſeind. by 


; 


M . bt : q A 

Cotton depolcs that he believes no Cranger directly or indireHy 

nd Loading, when the wes feized, _ 
Fane 34. 1676. 


Laden with Corn at Burdeaxcx 
ref, and Francis V andenbrack,, alſo of Londex | 
1, the was taken at Sca near Dover, 


there, 
French 


hh 
_——_—_ VI I” — 


x þ 
Fi ” y——_— 


An additional Lift of $ bigs” Velooging to Englich AMer- 
chants, and taken by French Privateers, touching which, Application hath 
been made 10 Mr, Secretary Coventry only. ; 


HE New Excbange of London, Foreign built , bat belonging to William Tork , of 
Lymrick, Antbony Vernier Maſter, in her Courſe from Burdeaux 10 Dunkirk, was ta- 
| ken and carricd into Calait. F 


. mouth Merchant; She was Laden with Carn, bound to Saint Sabsftian, but taken and carried 


mos aint Fobnde Luz, Ricftored 


[ 67 ] 
The Ship North Caper of Rotterdam, Laden with Timber, on account of ſome Merchants 
in Dublin, taken B's Bar of Dublin by a French Privatcer of Breft, called Gellin, and 
carried thither, 


The Ship, Towng W1liam. Foreign built,burthen 100 Tuns, Thomas Vexgh Maſter ; belonging 
to William Tork, of Lymerick,, bound for Bilboa, manned with his Majeſties Subje&ts, having 
a Sca-Bricf on Board of her, taken and carried into Breft, by 2 Privateer of that Place. Reſtored. 


The James, belonging to Sir Thomas Allen and others, burden 39 Tuns, Robert Dilworth 
Matter, bound from Burdeaux to Amſterdam, provided with ſufficient Certificates, all her men 
Engliſh, takeu and carried unto Calais. Reſtored. 


The King's Fiſher Dogger, Englih buile, Jebn Jobnſon Maſter, taken by Peter Cafteem, and 
carried into Dunkirk, | 


The May-Flower, Simon Corben Maſter, belonging to CO Benjamin Peak, and other 
Merchants of London, and though ſhe had a Paſs, from the of the Admiralty, was En- 
gliſþ Built, and manned with Englify, yet ſhe was taken and carricd into Cherbrook. 


— 


A Continuation of a Liſt of Ships belonging to English 
Merchants, and taken by French Privateers, touching which Application 
hath been made to the Lords of the Committee for Trade. © 


Anguſt 34.1676, , 


Anguſt 3d. 1676, 
The Smexſ of Lord, Stephen Fldn late, being hound om Rhecke 
Y 


to Rips, was late» - 
ly ſcized on by a French Privatcer, belonging 10 Calars, and carried into ——_ where (he 

is (till detained, Sha Be Ae II ts EY - and 
furniſhed with a Paſs according to the late Regulation, and together with en- 
tirely belong, unto Thomas Kayton, William Riden, William Preſcot Edmond Beliths, 

jamin Ayloffe, and Henry Howſwell, aud others of his Majeſties Subjects. 


Anguſt $1. 1676. 


The Hopewell, Valentine Archer Commander, was on the 22th, of May 1674. met by a 
French Frivatcer called Iz Renown, Monſieur le Monie Commander, who took out of her di- 
verſe Commodities of a conliderable value, belonging to Brune Rives and Richard Barker, who 
after much charge and trouble got a Sentence in France for the reſtitution of their Goods, but 
could nevcr obtain Execution thereot notwithſtanding theit conſtant endeavours and appli- 


tion. 
Auguſt 3d. 1676. 


The Golden Lyon of Syrdam a Dutch Ship, having on Board 30g Hogſheads of Sugar, be- 
longing to Rowland Simpſon his Majclties Suhje&t, was in December 1574. taken by a French 
Privatcer called the Golden Fleece, Bernard le Moine Commander, and carricd into Milford Haven, 
where by a Warrant out of the high Court of Admiralty, the Prize was taken inarreft, and in 
cultody of the Officers of-the Admiralty 3 But the ſaid Bernard Le Moine did, by violating che 
faid Arreſt, and the protection of his Majeſties Port, make Prifoners of the Officers of the Ad- 
miralty, and carricd the Prize, together with the Sugars belonging to his Majeſties Subjects 
into France, where he diſpoſed thercof at his own Will and Pleaſure, 


[6] 
| Anguſt 34. 1676, _ 
The Lilly Dogger of London, Fobn Fiſher Maſter, his Majeſties Subject, in return from Vir- 


in; met by two Frexch Ships,which without reſpe& to theEngliſs Colours there flying,ti- 
red ſeveral fimes on the ſaid Dogger,and afterwards going on row, + na to the value of at 


: hea res Kon Tobacco, and then diſmiſſed the Dogger, with this inſolent expreſhon, 
re ? - 


el} your King of it. 
wil bh | Auguſt $th, 1676, 


OH Mary of Leverpoet, an Engliſh Ship, Thomas Blunden Maſter, fraighted by Thomas Niſe | 


bet Merchant of Tork,, and conſigned from Nar»s to his Fator at Kotterdam, was in her 
Courfe thicher,taken by a French Privateerand carried into Dunkirk, where ſhe is {till detained 
with the Lading, notwithitanding ſhe was furniſhed with a Cuſtom-houſe Paſs, and a Paſs in 
purſuance of the Treaty of Denmark, dated about the 10th. of April lalt, 


A LIST of other Ships taken by French Privateers. 


"4 Faly 6th, 1676, 


' \ 


aA HE Villiam of Yarmouth, John Littlewood Maſter , whereof Jones Symonds is ſole 


Owner, being boand from Humbraugh to Burdeaux, was t the 10th. of May 
laſt, taken by a French Privateer, whereof one Captain Duranto was Commander, 
and carried into Cherbrook, . | 


s  Augap 131th. __ JW ; ; 
| "UI 


The Barhadoes, Merchant 'of Briſtol, whereof Abrabam Sanders, Fobn Walter, and other 
Merchants of Brifto/, are Laders and Owners," being bound from thence to Bilboa, was about 
the firſt of Fave lat, ſeized by Freach Privateers and carried into that Port, notwith- 
ſtanding the aid Ship.is Engizb built, aud was' wholly Nerypethy Engliſhmen, bore an En- 

liſp b)agg, and was turnithed with all neceſſary Papers and br topayt Frcy fool 


Angelt 318. 1678, ari=gf:17 on: 21 im 4 


The 1V\lliam of London, belonging unto William King and Robert de ls Maine, in her Voy- 
age from Southampton to Londou, -aboat the 16th, of Fly laſt, near Beach, was by Captain 
James Martyne, a Frencb\Privatcer. carried into Facan in Normandy, and is there detained 3 
notwithitanding the'ſaid Ship-was provided with a Paſs from the Commiſfioners of the 
Admiralty.Tthe Qwners have depoſed the Ship and Goods to be worth at leaſt Soo L. 


> val September 4th, 1676, 


The Mary Pink of London, whereof Foba Gibbr, Nicholas Kempftone, and other Engliſh Mer- . 
chants Owners, having lately been built at Shoram, and manned with all EngliſþMea was 
carried into Dwnyrk on the 61b. of Auguft by a-French Privatecr. 


« September 41h. 1676. 


The Little Samwel of London, whoſe Owners and Laders are all his Majefties Subje&ts, was 
in her Courſc from Rowen to London, on the 1 4th.of Auguſt laſt, met by a FrenebPrivatcer,and 
carried into Calais,although the ſaid Hoy was manned wholly with Eagtiſh (except one Frencb 
boy) and had a Paſs from the Lords of the Admiralty perſuant to the late Regulation. 


September 4th. 1676. , 


The Endeavour of Plymouth, Thomas Rowſe Maſter, belonging together with her Lading to 
his Majeltics Subje&ts, was in the 15th, of Augwit laſt in her Courſe to Amſterdam, taken a 
Frer@' Privatcer, called the Brave, whereot one La Lander is commander, and carricd into 
Dunkirk, | | 


- 
: 
- 
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